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How to draw manga a step by step manga drawing tutorial for beginners part
Drawing manga can be an exciting and rewarding artistic endeavor, especially for beginners
eager to bring their favorite characters to life. Whether you're aiming to craft your own
stories or simply want to improve your sketching skills, understanding the fundamentals of
manga drawing is essential. This comprehensive step-by-step manga drawing tutorial for
beginners will guide you through the essential processes involved in creating your own
manga characters, from basic shapes to detailed features. By following this guide, you'll gain
confidence in your drawing abilities and develop a solid foundation for further artistic
growth.

Understanding the Basics Before You Start Drawing

Before diving into sketching, it's important to familiarize yourself with some foundational
concepts and tools that will streamline your manga drawing process.

Gather Your Materials

To begin drawing manga, you'll need the right tools: - Pencils (preferably HB, 2B, and 4B) -
Eraser (kneaded and standard) - Fine-tip ink pens or liners - Drawing paper or sketchbook -
Ruler and compass (optional but helpful) - Colored pencils or markers (for coloring, optional)

Study Manga Styles and Characters

Spend time observing various manga styles to understand the diversity in character designs,
expressions, and poses. Analyze how artists depict facial features, hair, clothing, and
backgrounds to develop your own style over time.

Step-by-Step Guide to Drawing Manga for Beginners

This section breaks down the entire process into manageable steps, ensuring a clear
progression from basic shapes to detailed characters.



Step 1: Sketch the Basic Head Shape

- Start with a circle: Draw a light circle to represent the top part of the head. - Add a jawline:
Extend lines downward from the sides of the circle to form a jaw. For a male character, the
jaw tends to be more angular; for females, it’s softer and more rounded. - Define the face
shape: Connect the jawline smoothly to complete the head shape. Remember, manga styles
can vary from round to elongated faces.

Step 2: Draw Guidelines for Facial Features

- Vertical center line: Draw a vertical line down the middle of the face to help with
symmetry. - Horizontal lines: Add horizontal lines to indicate the placement of the eyes,
nose, and mouth. - The eye line is typically placed halfway down the head. - The nose line is
about halfway between the eye line and the chin. - The mouth line is roughly one-third below
the nose line.

Step 3: Sketch the Eyes

- Shape of the eyes: Draw large, expressive eyes typical of manga, with almond or oval
shapes. - Positioning: Place the eyes on the eye line, leaving enough space between
them—about one eye width apart. - Details: Add irises, pupils, and highlights to give life to
the eyes. Remember, manga eyes vary greatly in style, so experiment with different shapes
and sizes.

Step 4: Draw the Nose and Mouth

- Nose: Usually minimalistic; a simple line or small dot placed along the nose line. - Mouth:
Draw a simple curved line for the lips, adjusting the expression to match your character’s
mood.

Step 5: Outline the Hair

- Hair shape: Sketch the general shape of the hair, considering volume and style. - Strands:
Add individual hair strands or locks to enhance realism or stylization. - Hairline: Define
where the hair begins on the forehead, usually following the head shape.

Step 6: Add the Ears and Neck

- Ears: Draw the ears between the eye and nose lines, adjusting for hairstyle and character
age. - Neck: Extend two lines downward from the jawline to form the neck, varying thickness
based on the character’s gender and physique.
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Step 7: Refine Your Sketch

- Review your drawing, correcting proportions and details. - Erase unnecessary guidelines to
clean up the sketch. - Emphasize the final lines with a darker pencil or ink pen.

Step 8: Add Clothing and Accessories

- Sketch the character’s clothing based on their personality or story context. - Add
accessories like glasses, jewelry, or weapons to make your character more distinctive.

Step 9: Shade and Add Details

- Use shading to give depth, especially around the eyes, hair, and clothing. - Add highlights
or shadows to enhance the three-dimensional effect.

Step 10: Finalize and Color Your Drawing

- Ink your sketch with fine liners for a clean look. - Use colored pencils, markers, or digital
tools to color your manga character. - Add background elements if desired to set the scene.

Additional Tips for Manga Beginners

- Practice regularly: Consistency is key to improving your skills. - Start simple: Focus on basic
shapes and expressions before tackling complex poses. - Use references: Don’t hesitate to
use photos or other manga for inspiration. - Experiment with styles: Find what suits you best
by trying different hairstyles, eyes, and clothing. - Seek feedback: Share your work with
others and learn from critiques. - Be patient: Developing your manga drawing skills takes
time and dedication.

Common Mistakes to Avoid When Drawing Manga

- Overcomplicating early sketches: Keep initial shapes simple. - Ignoring proportions: Use
guidelines to maintain facial symmetry and body balance. - Rushing line work: Take your
time to create clean, confident lines. - Neglecting expressions: Practice drawing different
emotions to bring your characters to life. - Comparing excessively: Focus on your progress
rather than comparing yourself to professional artists.

Conclusion: Your Journey to Mastering Manga Drawing



Begins Here

Learning how to draw manga is a step-by-step process that requires patience, practice, and
a passion for art. By following this beginner-friendly tutorial, you now have a clear roadmap
to start creating your own manga characters with confidence. Remember, every artist
begins with simple sketches—don’t be discouraged by initial results. Keep practicing,
experimenting, and refining your skills, and over time, you’ll develop a unique style that
reflects your creativity. Happy drawing! FAQs Q1: How long does it take to become proficient
at drawing manga? A1: It varies depending on dedication and practice frequency, but
consistent effort over months can lead to noticeable improvement. Q2: Can I learn manga
drawing without traditional art skills? A2: Yes! While some basic art skills help, manga
drawing can be learned through practice and tutorials. Focus on observing and practicing
regularly. Q3: What digital tools are good for manga drawing? A3: Popular digital tools
include Clip Studio Paint, PaintTool SAI, and Adobe Photoshop, along with drawing tablets
like Wacom or iPad with Procreate. Q4: How do I develop my own manga style? A4: Study
various artists, experiment with different techniques, and practice creating characters that
reflect your personality and preferences. Q5: Where can I find more manga drawing
tutorials? A5: Online platforms like YouTube, DeviantArt, and specialized art sites offer
countless tutorials suitable for beginners and advanced artists alike.

How to Draw Manga: A Step-by-Step Manga Drawing Tutorial for Beginners Drawing manga
can be an incredibly rewarding artistic pursuit, offering a blend of storytelling, character
design, and dynamic visuals. If you're new to manga art, it can seem overwhelming—where
do you start? How do you develop your characters, and what techniques will help your
drawings come alive? This comprehensive step-by-step manga drawing tutorial is designed
to guide beginners through the fundamental process of creating captivating manga
characters and scenes. By the end, you'll have a clear roadmap to start your manga art
journey with confidence.

Understanding the Basics of Manga Art

Before diving into drawing, it’s essential to grasp some foundational concepts that underpin
all manga art.

What Is Manga?

Manga refers to Japanese comic books or graphic novels characterized by their unique art
style, storytelling techniques, and cultural influence. Manga art typically features: -
Expressive characters with stylized features - Dynamic action scenes - Varied panel layouts -
Use of black-and-white contrast with screentones and shading techniques
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The Importance of Practice and Observation

Manga drawing is as much about observation as it is about practice. Study existing manga,
pay attention to character proportions, facial expressions, and panel composition. Practice
sketching regularly to develop your skills and understanding of anatomy, perspective, and
stylization.

Essential Tools and Materials

Starting your manga drawing journey requires some basic tools: - Pencils: HB for initial
sketches, 2B-4B for shading - Eraser: Kneaded and precision erasers - Inking tools: Fine
liners or manga pens (e.g., Micron pens, brush pens) - Paper: Smooth Bristol board or
manga-specific paper - Digital tools (optional): Drawing tablets and software (Clip Studio
Paint, Photoshop) Having the right tools makes a significant difference, especially when
transitioning from rough sketches to polished artwork.

Step-by-Step Guide to Drawing Manga for Beginners

This guide breaks down the process into manageable steps, from sketching basic shapes to
adding details and finishing touches.

Step 1: Planning Your Character or Scene

- Decide on your character’s personality, pose, and expression. - Sketch rough ideas or
thumbnails to plan composition and perspective. - Consider the mood or story you want to
convey.

Step 2: Sketching Basic Shapes and Construction

The foundation of any good manga drawing is solid construction. Use simple shapes to block
out the figure. - Head: Start with an oval or circle. - Body: Use a combination of rectangles
and cylinders to outline the torso, limbs, and pelvis. - Pose: Focus on gesture and flow,
capturing the energy of the pose. - Proportions: For beginners, a common manga style is 6-8
heads tall. Use head lengths to measure height and ensure proportions are consistent.

Step 3: Defining the Facial Features

Facial features are crucial in manga, expressing emotion and personality. - Eyes: Draw large,
expressive eyes. Use oval or almond shapes with detailed irises and highlights. - Nose:
Simplify the nose with minimal lines; often a small line or dot suffices. - Mouth: Vary the
shape based on emotion—smiling, frowning, or neutral. - Eyebrows: Convey emotion through



their shape and position. - Ears: Place between the eye line and bottom of the nose.

Step 4: Refining the Outline

- Use a darker pencil or ink pen to outline your sketch. - Add clean, confident lines,
emphasizing the character’s shape. - Erase unnecessary construction lines carefully.

Step 5: Adding Details and Clothing

- Sketch clothing layers, folds, and accessories. - Remember to follow the form of the body,
adding depth with shading. - Add hair, paying attention to flow and volume.

Step 6: Shading and Inking

- Use hatching, cross-hatching, or screentones to add depth. - For digital art, utilize layers for
shading and effects. - Be mindful of light sources; highlight the areas that catch light and
shade the opposite side.

Step 7: Final Touches and Backgrounds

- Add backgrounds if desired, using perspective techniques. - Incorporate effects like speed
lines, sparkles, or motion blurs. - Fine-tune details, clean up stray lines, and enhance
contrast.

Tips for Mastering Manga Drawing

- Practice regularly: Consistent practice accelerates improvement. - Study anatomy: Even
stylized manga characters benefit from a basic understanding of human anatomy. - Use
references: Don’t hesitate to look at photos, other manga, or tutorials. - Experiment with
styles: Find your unique style by trying different approaches. - Learn paneling and
composition: Effective storytelling relies on dynamic panel layouts. - Join art communities:
Share your work for feedback and inspiration.

Common Mistakes to Avoid as a Beginner

- Overcomplicating details too early—focus on structure first. - Ignoring proportions—use
guides and measurements. - Rushing the inking process—take your time for clean lines. -
Neglecting expressions and emotions—these bring characters to life. - Forgetting to save
and back up your work, especially digital files.
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Additional Resources for Manga Beginners

- Books: “Mastering Manga” by Mark Crilley, “Manga in Theory and Practice” by Hiroshi
Hagura - Online tutorials: YouTube channels like Mark Crilley, Sophie-chan, and
MikeyMegaMega - Software: Clip Studio Paint, Medibang Paint, Krita - Communities:
DeviantArt, Reddit r/learnart, Twitter art tags

Putting It All Together: Practice Project

To solidify your skills, try this beginner project: - Sketch a simple manga character in a
dynamic pose. - Focus on construction, facial expression, and clothing. - Ink your drawing
and add basic shading. - Experiment with background elements like speed lines or simple
scenery.

Conclusion

Learning how to draw manga is a journey that combines patience, observation, and practice.
By breaking down the process into clear steps—planning, construction, detailing, and
finishing—you make the task manageable and enjoyable. Remember that every artist starts
as a beginner, and every sketch is a step toward mastery. Keep practicing, study your
favorite manga, and don’t be afraid to experiment and develop your unique style. With
dedication and perseverance, you’ll soon be creating manga art that captures imagination
and tells compelling stories. Happy drawing!

Questions & Answers About how to draw manga a step by
step manga drawing tutorial for beginners part

N
o

Question Answer

1 What are the basic materials
needed to start drawing
manga as a beginner?

To start drawing manga, you need basic materials
such as pencils, erasers, inking pens, paper or
sketchbooks, and optionally, digital tools like a
drawing tablet and software. Beginners can start with
simple tools like HB pencils and plain paper to get
comfortable before progressing to more advanced
supplies.



2 How do I start sketching the
basic manga character
proportions?

Begin by drawing a simple stick figure to establish the
pose, then add basic shapes to define the head,
torso, and limbs. Use guidelines to keep proportions
correct, typically drawing the body about 6 to 8 heads
tall for a standard manga character, ensuring balance
and symmetry.

3 What are some tips for
drawing expressive manga
eyes for beginners?

Start with large, oval or almond shapes, add the iris
and pupil, and include highlights for a lively look.
Practice different eye shapes to depict various
emotions, and keep the lines clean and confident.
Remember, eyes are the most expressive feature, so
take your time refining them.

4 How can I effectively add hair
to my manga characters?

Draw the hair in flowing, dynamic shapes that follow
the head's contours. Use layers of jagged or curved
lines to create volume, and consider the character's
personality when choosing the hairstyle. Practice
different styles to improve your versatility.

5 What techniques should I use
to create clean line art for my
manga drawings?

Use smooth, confident strokes with fine-tipped pens
or digital brushes. Start with light sketch lines and
gradually go over the final lines, varying line
thickness for emphasis. Using tools like rulers and
stabilizers in digital software can help achieve crisp,
clean lines.

6 How do I add shading and
tones to my manga drawings
for depth?

Use hatching, cross-hatching, or screentones to add
shading. Decide on the light source and shade
accordingly to create depth and dimension. Practice
blending techniques and experiment with different
shading styles to enhance your artwork.

7 What are some common
mistakes beginners make
when drawing manga, and
how can I avoid them?

Common mistakes include disproportionate anatomy,
stiff poses, and inconsistent line work. To avoid these,
practice anatomy studies, use reference images, and
take your time with sketches. Regular practice and
studying other manga artists' work can also improve
your skills.

8 How can I develop my own
manga drawing style as a
beginner?

Experiment with different character designs, line
techniques, and storytelling methods. Study various
manga genres and artists to understand diverse
styles. Over time, incorporate elements you like into
your work to create a unique style that reflects your
personality.

9 Are there online resources or
tutorials that can help me
improve my manga drawing
skills?

Yes, numerous online platforms offer free and paid
manga drawing tutorials, including YouTube channels,
online courses, and forums like DeviantArt and
Reddit. Websites like Manga University and Clip
Studio Paint also provide step-by-step guides perfect
for beginners looking to improve their skills.
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