Characters In Marriage Of Anansewa

characters in marriage of anansewa The play Marriage of Anansewa by the renowned Ghanaian playwright Kwame Kwei-Armah is a vibrant and
humorous exploration of family dynamics, societal expectations, and the complexities of love and marriage. Central to this narrative are the characters
who bring the story to life through their distinctive personalities, motivations, and interactions. Understanding these characters is crucial to appreciating
the play's themes and messages. In this article, we delve into the main characters in Marriage of Anansewa, exploring their roles, traits, and
significance within the story.

Main Characters in Marriage of Anansewa

The play features a range of characters, each contributing uniquely to the unfolding drama. They can be broadly categorized into the family members,
suitors, and other supporting characters who populate the narrative.

Primary Characters and Their Roles

1. Anansewa

Anansewa is the protagonist of the play, a young woman caught in the web of her father's schemes. Her character embodies innocence, obedience,
and a desire for genuine love. She is often portrayed as naive and trusting, which makes her vulnerable to the manipulations of her father and suitors.
Despite her submissiveness, she also displays moments of independence, especially when expressing her preferences and feelings. Traits of
Anansewa: - Innocent and obedient - Naive about her father's manipulations - Desires true love and happiness - Shows resilience despite her
circumstances Significance: Anansewa's character highlights the societal expectations placed on women regarding marriage and the importance of
personal choice amidst familial pressures.
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2. Oseku

Oseku is Anansewa’s wealthy and ambitious father. His character is central to the play’s critique of greed and manipulation. Oseku is portrayed as
cunning, resourceful, and somewhat unscrupulous, driven by the desire to secure a wealthy husband for his daughter to elevate his social status. Traits
of Oseku: - Manipulative and scheming - Ambitious and materialistic - Protective in a possessive way - Willing to go to great lengths for social mobility
Significance: Oseku represents the corrupting influence of greed and societal pressures that prioritize wealth over genuine affection.

3. Skwaba

Skwaba is one of the suitors vying for Anansewa’s hand. He is depicted as a wealthy, somewhat boastful man who is eager to marry into a good family.
His character embodies the typical suitor driven by material gain and social standing. Traits of Skwaba: - Wealthy and boastful - Materialistic and
status-conscious - Confident in his appeal to Anansewa Significance: Skwaba’s character underscores themes of superficiality and the societal
tendency to equate marriage with material wealth.

4. Sowa

Sowa is another suitor and represents a contrasting type to Skwaba. He is often portrayed as more humble or less flashy but equally eager to marry
Anansewa. His character adds depth to the narrative by providing different perspectives on marriage and social class. Traits of Sowa: - Humble and
simple - Genuine in his intentions - Represents modesty and sincerity Significance: Sowa's character introduces the idea that love and sincerity may be
more valuable than wealth and status.

5. Other Suitors and Family Members

The play also features various other suitors and family members who contribute to the comedic and dramatic elements of the story. These characters
serve to critique societal norms and highlight the absurdities of arranged marriage schemes.



Supporting Characters and Their Impact
In addition to the main characters, supporting characters play vital roles in enriching the narrative and themes of the play.

1. Anansewa’s Mother

She is often depicted as a traditional woman who supports her husband’s schemes, sometimes out of loyalty or societal pressure. Her character
reflects the typical maternal role in a Ghanaian setting.

2. Servants and Peers

They provide comic relief and social commentary, often commenting humorously on the absurdity of the situation or the characters’ follies.
Thematic Significance of the Characters

The characters in Marriage of Anansewa collectively symbolize various societal issues and cultural values: - Greed and Materialism: Embodied by
Oseku and the suitors seeking wealth. - Naivety and Obedience: Exemplified by Anansewa, highlighting the traditional expectations of women. -

Deception and Manipulation: Demonstrated through the schemes devised by Oseku and the suitors. - True Love and Sincerity: Contrasted by
characters like Sowa, emphasizing the importance of genuine affection over material considerations.

Character Interactions and Development

The play’s humor and drama stem from the interactions among characters: - Oseku’s manipulative schemes create tension and comedy. - Anansewa’s
innocence leads her to be manipulated but also sparks moments of awakening. - The suitors’ rivalry and boastfulness highlight societal obsession with
wealth and status. - The eventual realization and acceptance of true love deliver the play’s moral message.
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Conclusion

Understanding the characters in Marriage of Anansewa is essential to appreciating the play’s rich thematic content and cultural critique. Each
character—from the naive and obedient Anansewa to the scheming Oseku and the materialistic Skwaba—serves to expose societal flaws and explore
human virtues. The play’s humor, irony, and vivid characters make it a compelling reflection on marriage, societal values, and the importance of
sincerity and love. Through these characters, Kwame Kwei-Armah invites the audience to question societal norms and consider the true meaning of
happiness and fulfillment in marriage.

Characters in Marriage of Anansewa: An In-Depth Exploration of Roles and Personalities The play Marriage of Anansewa by the renowned Ghanaian
playwright Kwame Nkrumah Agyekum delves into themes of love, deception, societal expectations, and the complexities of human relationships.
Central to this narrative are the vividly crafted characters whose personalities, motivations, and interactions drive the story forward. Understanding
these characters provides crucial insight into the play’s social commentary and its portrayal of Ghanaian culture. In this article, we explore the key
characters in Marriage of Anansewa, examining their roles, traits, and significance within the narrative.

Introduction: Characters in Marriage of Anansewa

The play features a rich cast of characters, each representing different facets of society and human nature. The characters range from the cunning and
self-serving to the naive and loving, creating a dynamic interplay that underscores the play’s themes. Their interactions reveal societal norms, individual
aspirations, and the universal human quest for happiness and recognition. As we analyze these characters, it becomes evident how their personalities
and decisions shape the unfolding drama.

Main Characters and Their Roles

Anansewa: The Protagonist and Central Figure

Personality and Traits: - Anansewa is portrayed as a young, beautiful girl caught in a web of her father's schemes. - She is naive yet hopeful,
embodying innocence and trust in her family. - Her character reflects the traditional expectation of obedience and submission within the family
structure. Role in the Play: - Anansewa is the focal point around whom the entire plot revolves. - Her father, Oseki, manipulates her into marriage by



pretending she is to marry a wealthy suitor. - Her innocence contrasts with the cunning plans devised by her father and others, highlighting themes of
deception and societal pressure. Significance: - Anansewa symbolizes the innocence that is often exploited in societal and familial manipulations. - Her
character also represents the voice of youth and the yearning for genuine love, which is often thwarted by greed and deception.

Oseki: The Deceptive Father and Antagonist

Personality and Traits: - Oseki is a shrewd, manipulative man driven by greed and social status. - He is cunning, resourceful, and willing to deceive his
own daughter and others to secure wealth and prestige. - His character embodies greed, selfishness, and the abuse of familial bonds for personal gain.
Role in the Play: - Oseki orchestrates the entire marriage scheme, pretending to be seeking a suitable match for Anansewa. - He deceives suitors and
the community to achieve his ambitions. - His actions set the stage for the themes of deception, greed, and societal hypocrisy. Significance: - Oseki’s
character highlights the moral pitfalls in societal pursuits of wealth and status. - His manipulative nature invites viewers to question the integrity of
societal norms that often prioritize material success over genuine relationships.

Chento: The Loyal Servant and Confidant

Personality and Traits: - Chento is depicted as a faithful and honest servant. - He is observant, wise, and often provides comic relief through his witty
remarks. - His loyalty to Oseki and Anansewa positions him as a moral compass in the play. Role in the Play: - Chento witnesses the unfolding events
and occasionally attempts to advise or warn Oseki. - His interactions with other characters reveal societal attitudes and provide insights into the
unfolding drama. - He often acts as a bridge between the audience and the characters, offering commentary and perspective. Significance: - Chento’s
character underscores the importance of loyalty and wisdom in a corrupt society. - His humor and honesty serve to maintain balance and provide relief
amid the tension.

Other Female Characters: The Suitors and Society’s Voice

Representation and Traits: - The play features several female characters, including other potential brides and society women. - These characters often
embody societal expectations for women—obedience, modesty, and submissiveness. Their Role: - They serve as foils to Anansewa, illustrating
contrasting personalities and levels of awareness. - Their interactions highlight societal pressures and the limited agency women often had.
Significance: - These characters help to critique gender roles and societal norms. - Their presence emphasizes the play’s commentary on arranged
marriages and societal hypocrisy.
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Supporting Characters and Their Impact

Apart from the main characters, several supporting figures enrich the narrative: - The Suitors: - Represent societal obsession with wealth and status. -
Their gullibility and eagerness mirror societal flaws. - Community Members: - Act as witnesses and commentators. - Their reactions provide insight into
societal attitudes and norms. These characters reinforce the central themes and add layers of social critique.

Character Dynamics and Interpersonal Relationships

Oseki and Anansewa: - Their relationship is marked by deception and exploitation. - Oseki’s manipulative behavior contrasts with Anansewa’s
innocence and trust. Oseki and Chento: - A relationship of loyalty and moral contrast. - Chento often acts as a moral anchor, subtly criticizing Oseki’s
actions. Anansewa and Suitors: - Their interactions expose societal superficiality and materialism. - The suitors’ eagerness underscores societal
obsession with wealth over genuine love. Society and Individuals: - The play depicts societal pressures influencing individual actions. - Characters
often reflect societal norms, expectations, and hypocrisies.

Conclusion: The Significance of Characters in Marriage of Anansewa

The characters in Marriage of Anansewa serve as vital conduits for the play’s themes and social commentary. Through their personalities, motivations,
and interactions, Kwame Nkrumah Agyekum critiques societal obsession with wealth, the exploitation of innocence, and the superficiality of social
norms. The protagonist Anansewa embodies innocence and hope, while her father Oseki exemplifies greed and deception. Characters like Chento
provide moral grounding and comic relief, balancing the narrative’s serious themes. Together, these characters create a rich tapestry that invites
audiences to reflect on societal values, human nature, and the timeless struggle between genuine love and material pursuits. Their complex
relationships and personalities not only drive the plot but also serve as a mirror to societal flaws, making Marriage of Anansewa a compelling social
satire and a significant work in Ghanaian literature. In summary, understanding the characters in Marriage of Anansewa reveals the play’s depth and its
critique of societal issues. From naive innocence to cunning deception, each character plays a crucial role in shaping the narrative, leaving audiences
with lasting impressions of human folly and societal critique.



Questions & Answers About characters in marriage of anansewa

play in 'Marriage of Anansewa'?

No Question Answer
1 Who is Anansewa in the play 'Marriage of Anansewa is the main female character, a young woman who is the daughter of Okomfo
Anansewa'? Anansewa, and the story revolves around her marriage prospects and the humorous
situations she faces.
2 What role does Okomfo Anansewa play in the Okomfo Anansewa is Anansewa's father, a traditional priest who is determined to marry
story? her off to the highest bidder, often using humorous tactics to achieve his goals.
3 How is Tanno portrayed as a character in the Tanno is a suitor who pretends to be wealthy and noble to impress Anansewa and her
play? father, but his true intentions and character are revealed as superficial and deceptive.
4 What is the significance of the character Kofi in the | Kofi is another suitor who is sincere and genuine, contrasting with other characters, and
play? his interactions highlight themes of honesty and true love.
5 How does the character of Anansewa evolve Anansewa begins as a somewhat naive girl eager for marriage but evolves to become
throughout the play? more aware of her options and the true nature of her suitors, ultimately asserting her
independence.
6 What role do traditional and modern characters Traditional characters like Okomfo Anansewa represent cultural customs and beliefs,

while modern characters like Kofi reflect changing attitudes and the influence of
contemporary values in marriage.

Anansewa, Ghanaian theater, Ghanaian culture, family dynamics, societal expectations, gender roles, traditional values, comedy, storytelling, African

drama
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