Barry Goldwater The Conscience Of A
Conservative

Barry Goldwater: The Conscience of a Conservative Barry Goldwater remains one
of the most influential and emblematic figures in American political history, often hailed
as the “Conscience of a Conservative.” His unwavering commitment to limited
government, individual liberty, and a robust national defense reshaped the landscape of
American conservatism. Goldwater’s legacy extends beyond his electoral campaigns; he
inspired a movement that would profoundly influence the Republican Party and the
broader ideological fabric of the United States. This article delves into Goldwater’s life,
beliefs, political career, and lasting impact, illustrating why he is remembered as the
moral compass and ideological voice of American conservatism.

Early Life and Background

Origins and Personal Background

- Born on January 2, 1909, in Phoenix, Arizona - Grew up in a family deeply involved in
business and politics - Attended University of Arizona, where he studied philosophy and
science - Developed an early interest in aviation and served as a pilot during World War
I1

Entry into Politics and Military Service

- Joined the Army Air Forces during WWII, serving as a pilot and officer - Post-war,
became involved in Arizona politics, gaining recognition for his advocacy of conservative
principles - Elected to the U.S. Senate in 1952, representing Arizona

Philosophy and Principles

Core Beliefs of Goldwater Conservatism

- Limited Government: Believed government should have a minimal role, primarily
protecting individual rights - Free Markets: Advocated for economic freedom and
opposed excessive regulation - Strong National Defense: Supported a robust military to
safeguard American interests - Personal Responsibility: Emphasized individual
accountability over government welfare programs - Traditional Values: Maintained a
commitment to Judeo-Christian morals and social stability
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The Conscience of a Conservative

- The phrase encapsulates Goldwater’s role as an ideological compass - His writings and
speeches articulated a clear vision of conservative principles rooted in moral integrity -
Challenged the prevailing liberal consensus of the mid-20th century, advocating for a
return to core American values

Political Career and Key Campaigns

Senate Service and Legislative Impact

- Served in the Senate from 1953 to 1965 - Known for his independence and willingness
to oppose party leadership when principles dictated - Advocated for civil rights
legislation, although his stance evolved over time - Opposed the New Deal policies,
favoring smaller government

The 1964 Presidential Campaign

- The most defining moment of Goldwater’s political life - Republican nominee, facing
incumbent Lyndon B. Johnson - Campaign slogan: “In your heart, you know he’s right” -
Emphasized conservative principles: limited government, strong defense, and individual
liberty - Campaign faced strong opposition from the media and Democrats, portraying
him as a radical - Lost in a landslide but energized the conservative movement

Legacy of the 1964 Campaign

- Despite defeat, galvanised a new generation of conservatives - Laid the groundwork for
the Reagan Revolution decades later - Demonstrated that conservative ideas could be
mainstream political platforms

Intellectual Contributions and Writings

The Conscience of a Conservative (1956)

- Goldwater’s seminal book, which became a manifesto for American conservatism -
Emphasized individual liberty, limited government, and free enterprise - Critiqued what
he saw as the overreach of government in economic and personal life - Inspired many
future conservatives and became a foundational text

Other Notable Works and Speeches

- “The Fight for America” speech, advocating for constitutional rights and personal
freedoms - Articles and essays emphasizing moral clarity and political integrity



Impact on American Conservatism

Influence on the Conservative Movement

- Goldwater’s candidacy shifted the Republican Party towards a more conservative
stance - Inspired the rise of the New Right and the religious conservative movement -
His emphasis on individual freedom and skepticism of government became core
principles of modern conservatism

Relationship with Later Conservative Leaders

- Served as a mentor and ideological predecessor to Ronald Reagan - Reagan credited
Goldwater’s 1964 campaign as a catalyst for his own political rise - Goldwater’s
principles echoed in Reagan’s “Morning in America” and his calls for smaller
government

Controversies and Criticisms

Views on Civil Rights

- Some critics argue Goldwater’s opposition to certain civil rights legislation reflected
racial insensitivity - Goldwater maintained he opposed federal intervention in race
relations but supported individual rights - The controversy highlights the complexities of
his political stance during the era

Foreign Policy Stances

- Advocated for a strong military and nuclear deterrence - Some viewed his hawkish
rhetoric as overly aggressive during the Cold War - His foreign policy views helped
shape conservative defense policies

Legacy and Modern Relevance

Enduring Principles

- Limited government and free enterprise remain central to conservative ideology -
Emphasis on personal responsibility and moral clarity continues to influence policy
debates

Goldwater’s Role in Contemporary Politics

- Seen as the ideological father of modern American conservatism - His emphasis on
principle over politics set a precedent for future leaders - The Goldwater brand of
conservatism still resonates with many voters and policymakers
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Honors and Memorials

- The Barry M. Goldwater Presidential Museum and Library in Arizona - Recognized as a
patriot and champion of conservative ideals - His legacy celebrated annually by
conservative organizations

Conclusion

Barry Goldwater’s life and career exemplify the role of a principled conservative
committed to moral integrity, limited government, and individual liberty. His advocacy
and writings laid the ideological foundation for the modern conservative movement in
America. Despite facing significant opposition and controversy, Goldwater’s unwavering
dedication to his beliefs earned him the title “Conscience of a Conservative,” a
testament to his role as a moral compass and ideological pioneer. Today, his legacy
continues to influence American politics, reminding us of the importance of steadfast
principles in the pursuit of a free and just society.

Barry Goldwater: The Conscience of a Conservative stands as a seminal work that not
only encapsulates the ideological foundations of modern conservatism but also offers a
compelling portrait of one of its most influential figures. As a book, a biography, and a
reflection of political philosophy, it has cemented Barry Goldwater’s legacy as a staunch
advocate for limited government, individual liberty, and conservative principles. This
guide aims to delve into the life, ideas, and enduring influence of Barry Goldwater
through the lens of this landmark publication, illustrating why he remains the
conscience of a conservative even decades after his political career.

The Significance of The Conscience of a Conservative

When discussing Barry Goldwater: The Conscience of a Conservative, it’s essential to
recognize the profound impact this work has had on American political thought.
Published in 1960, the book articulated a clear, unapologetic vision of conservatism at a
time when the political landscape was dominated by the New Deal liberalism and the
expanding welfare state. Goldwater’s articulate defense of limited government, free
enterprise, and traditional values resonated with a growing segment of Americans
yearning for a political philosophy grounded in individual responsibility and
constitutional principles.

This book is more than a biography; it is a manifesto that challenged the prevailing
narratives of its time and laid the intellectual groundwork for the conservative
resurgence in the late 20th century. It encapsulates Goldwater’s core beliefs and
provides a blueprint for understanding modern conservatism’s principles.

Early Life and Political Rise of Barry Goldwater

Background and Influences



Barry Goldwater was born in 1909 in Phoenix, Arizona, into a family with a strong
business background. His upbringing was steeped in the values of hard work,
independence, and entrepreneurial spirit—traits that would influence his political

philosophy.
Key influences that shaped Goldwater’s conservatism include:

1. His commitment to individual liberty

2. A distrust of centralized government power

3. Classic liberal and libertarian ideas

4. The constitutional principles enshrined in the U.S. Constitution

Political Career Trajectory

Goldwater’s political journey began with local politics and eventually culminated in his
election to the U.S. Senate in 1952. Over the years, he became a vocal critic of federal
overreach and a proponent of states’ rights, which aligned with his broader conservative

worldview.

His 1964 presidential bid, although ultimately unsuccessful, propelled him onto the
national stage and made his ideas more mainstream. It was during this period that The
Conscience of a Conservative was written, serving as a reflection and reinforcement of

his ideological stance.
Core Principles of Goldwater’s Conservatism

Barry Goldwater: The Conscience of a Conservative articulates a set of core principles
that define his political philosophy:

1. Limited Government

Goldwater believed that government’s primary role should be to protect individual
rights, not to control every aspect of life. He warned against the dangers of an
overreaching federal government and advocated for decentralization.

1. Free Enterprise

A passionate supporter of capitalism, Goldwater saw free-market principles as essential
for economic prosperity and individual freedom.

1. Personal Responsibility

He emphasized the importance of individual accountability and believed that
government should not substitute personal effort with welfare programs.

1. Traditional Values

While not advocating for religious dogma, Goldwater supported the preservation of
traditional moral and social values that he believed underpinned American society.
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1. Constitutionalism

Goldwater’s unwavering commitment to the Constitution meant defending its limits on
government power and safeguarding individual liberties.

The Impact of The Conscience of a Conservative
Shaping Conservative Thought

Goldwater’s book provided a clear philosophical foundation that would influence
subsequent generations of conservatives, including figures like Ronald Reagan and
others who championed limited government.

Political Mobilization

The ideas championed in The Conscience of a Conservative energized a movement that
questioned the prevailing liberal consensus. It helped to shift the Overton window and
make conservatism a more viable political alternative.

Enduring Legacy

The book remains a touchstone for conservative thinkers and activists, serving as a
reminder of the importance of principles and ideological consistency.

Critical Analysis of the Book’s Content
Strengths

1. Clarity and conviction: Goldwater’s writing is direct, passionate, and uncompromising.

2. Philosophical depth: The book delves into constitutional principles and the
philosophical underpinnings of conservatism.

3. Historical context: It contextualizes conservatism as a response to the expansion of

government power.
Criticisms

1. Ideological rigidity: Some critics argue Goldwater’s stance was too uncompromising
and lacked nuance.

2. Electoral limitations: His principled approach was seen as a liability in broader
electoral politics, as evidenced in the 1964 campaign.

3. Social issues: Critics have noted that Goldwater’s limited discussion on civil rights and

social justice issues left some voters feeling alienated.
Goldwater’s Legacy as the Conscience of a Conservative

Political Influence

Goldwater’s unwavering commitment to conservative principles set the stage for the
Reagan Revolution and the rise of modern conservative politics.

Philosophical Influence



His articulation of limited government and individual liberty continues to influence
debates on the role of government, taxation, and personal freedom.

Cultural Impact

Goldwater’s advocacy for traditional values and constitutionalism has made him a
symbol of ideological integrity within the conservative movement.

Lessons from The Conscience of a Conservative for Today’s Politicians and Citizens

1. Principled governance: Upholding core principles even in the face of political
opposition.

2. Vigilance against government overreach: Recognizing the importance of constitutional
limits.

3. Promotion of individual liberty: Supporting policies that empower individuals rather
than institutions.

4. Engagement with traditional values: Respecting the cultural and moral foundations of
society.

Conclusion: Why Barry Goldwater Remains the Conscience of a Conservative

Barry Goldwater: The Conscience of a Conservative is more than just a political treatise;
it is a call to uphold the fundamental principles that define American conservatism.
Goldwater’s unwavering dedication to limited government, personal responsibility, and
constitutional fidelity continues to inspire and challenge political leaders and citizens
alike. His legacy as the conscience of a conservative endures because he championed a
set of ideals rooted in liberty and integrity—values that remain vital in today’s complex
political landscape.

In embracing Goldwater’s philosophy, contemporary conservatives are reminded of the
importance of clarity, conviction, and integrity in advocating for a free and prosperous
society. Whether one agrees with all his positions or not, Barry Goldwater’s work serves
as a beacon for those committed to the enduring principles of conservative thought.

Questions & Answers About barry goldwater the
conscience of a conservative

N Question Answer
o

1 | What is the central theme of | The book advocates for limited government,

'The Conscience of a individual freedom, and a conservative approach to
Conservative' by Barry governance, emphasizing personal responsibility
Goldwater? and skepticism of excessive government
intervention.
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2 | How did Barry Goldwater's
book influence the modern
conservative movement?

Goldwater's 'The Conscience of a Conservative' is
considered a foundational text that helped define
conservative principles in America, inspiring the
Reagan Revolution and shaping the ideological
direction of the Republican Party.

3 | What are some key policies
or ideas promoted by
Goldwater in his book?

Goldwater champions free-market capitalism,
strong national defense, states' rights, and limited
federal government, opposing New Deal-style
programs and expansive social welfare policies.

4 | Why is 'The Conscience of a
Conservative' still relevant
today?

The book's emphasis on individual liberty, fiscal
responsibility, and skepticism of government
overreach continues to resonate with contemporary
conservative debates and policy discussions.

5 | How did Barry Goldwater’s
views in the book differ from
the mainstream Republican
Party at the time?

Goldwater's libertarian-leaning conservatism was
more radical in its emphasis on limited government
and personal liberty compared to the more
moderate or pragmatic approaches of some of his
contemporaries within the party.

Barry Goldwater, conservatism, American politics, libertarianism, conservative ideology,

Cold War politics, political philosophy, Arizona senator, limited government,

conservative movement
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