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The Men Who Killed Gandhi

The men who killed Gandhi are among the most debated figures in Indian history.
Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi, known worldwide as Mahatma Gandhi, was a pivotal
leader in India’s struggle for independence through non-violent resistance. His
assassination on January 30, 1948, shocked the nation and the world. The gunmen
responsible for his death, Nathuram Godse and his associates, became symbols of
ideological extremism and fanaticism. Understanding the motives, backgrounds, and
consequences of their actions is crucial to grasping one of the most tragic moments in
modern history.

Background of Mahatma Gandhi

Before delving into the men who assassinated Gandhi, it is essential to understand the
context of his life and the political climate of the time.

Gandhi’s Role in Indian Independence

- Led non-violent protests against British colonial rule. - Advocated for civil rights and
social reforms. - Inspired millions through his philosophy of Satyagraha—truth-force. -
Achieved significant milestones such as the Salt March and Quit India Movement.

India in the 1940s

- Political upheaval and communal tensions between Hindus and Muslims. - Partition of
India in 1947, leading to mass displacement and violence. - Gandhi’s efforts to promote
unity and peace amid chaos.

The Assassins: Who Were They?

Nathuram Godse: The Main Assassin

Nathuram Godse was a Hindu nationalist who believed Gandhi’s policies were detrimental
to Hindu interests. His actions were driven by ideological convictions rooted in religious
nationalism and frustration over what he perceived as concessions to Muslims. Background
of Nathuram Godse: - Born in 1910 in a Brahmin family in Maharashtra. - Initially
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influenced by Hindu revivalist movements. - Became a member of the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS), a Hindu nationalist organization. - Developed strong anti-
Gandhi sentiments, accusing him of appeasing Muslims and weakening Hindu identity.
Motivation for the Assassination: - Resentment over Gandhi’s efforts to promote peace
between Hindus and Muslims. - Disagreement with Gandhi’s stance on partition and
communal harmony. - Belief that Gandhi was a traitor to Hindu interests.

Other Conspirators and Associates

While Nathuram Godse was the primary assassin, several others were involved or had
sympathized with his cause. Key Figures: - Narayan Apte: An associate who reportedly
planned the attack. - Vishnu Karkare: A

Assassination of Mahatma Gandhi The assassination of Mahatma Gandhi remains one of the
most pivotal and tragic moments in modern Indian history. As a global icon of nonviolent
resistance and a symbol of moral integrity, Gandhi’s life and leadership inspired countless
movements for justice and independence around the world. Yet, on January 30, 1948, this
visionary leader was lethally shot by a lone assassin, an event that sent shockwaves across
India and the international community. To understand this profound act, it is essential to
delve into the background of the assassin, the motives behind his actions, and the broader
implications of this tragic event.

The Assassin: Nathuram Godse

Who Was Nathuram Godse?

Nathuram Godse was a Hindu nationalist and a former member of the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) and the Hindu Mahasabha, organizations that promoted Hindu
cultural identity and political interests. Born in 1910 in a Brahmin family in Maharashtra,
Godse’s early life was marked by intense nationalist fervor and religious identity
consciousness. His ideological leanings would eventually lead him to view Gandhi’s
approach to politics and social reform as detrimental to Hindu interests. Godse’s worldview
was deeply influenced by his perception that Gandhi’s policies and philosophies
undermined Hindu dominance and prioritized Muslim interests, especially in the context of
partition and independence. He believed that Gandhi’s emphasis on nonviolence and
religious tolerance compromised Hindu dignity and sovereignty.

Path to Radicalization

Godse’s journey toward assassination was shaped by a series of political and personal
grievances: - Partition and Communal Tensions: The partition of India in 1947, which led to



widespread violence and displacement, fueled Godse’s resentment toward Gandhi’s efforts
to promote harmony between Hindus and Muslims. He blamed Gandhi for what he
perceived as appeasement of Muslims and the subsequent suffering of Hindus. -
Disillusionment with Gandhi’s Policies: Godse was increasingly critical of Gandhi’s
methods, including his fasting campaigns and efforts to reconcile Hindus and Muslims. He
viewed Gandhi’s approach as weak and damaging to Hindu interests. - Personal Ideological
Convictions: Godse’s strong Hindu nationalist beliefs and his desire to see a Hindu-
dominated India increasingly aligned with his political ideals. He believed that Gandhi’s
influence was detrimental to the Hindu community’s future. - Political Discontent: His
disillusionment with the Indian National Congress and the prevailing political
establishment further radicalized his views.

Motivations Behind the Assassination

Ideological and Political Beliefs

Godse’s core motivation was rooted in his conviction that Gandhi’s methods and policies
undermined Hindu nationalism and sovereignty. He saw Gandhi as a symbol of
appeasement and compromise that weakened Hindu interests, especially in the volatile
post-partition environment. - Perceived Betrayal: Godse believed Gandhi betrayed Hindu
interests by advocating for Muslim rights and by accepting the division of India into
separate nations. - Hindu Pride and Sovereignty: He wanted to assert Hindu pride and
dominance, which he felt was being compromised by Gandhi’s emphasis on religious
harmony and nonviolent resistance.

Personal Grievances and Moral Justification

Aside from ideological reasons, Godse justified his actions through a moral lens: - Moral
Duty: He viewed the assassination as a moral act to save Hindu culture and dignity from
what he perceived as Gandhi’s destructive influence. - Response to Gandhi’s Policies:
Godse was particularly enraged by Gandhi’s fasts and protests, which he saw as
manipulative and damaging to Hindu national interests.

Targeting Gandhi: The Choice

Gandhi was seen not just as a political leader but as a moral compass of India. For Godse,
killing Gandhi was symbolic — an act meant to strike at the heart of what he saw as the
moral and political corruption of Indian society.
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The Assassination Event

Details of the Incident

On January 30, 1948, during a prayer meeting at Birla House in New Delhi, Nathuram

Godse approached Gandhi and fired three bullets into his chest at close range. Gandhi,

severely wounded, collapsed and died shortly afterward. The assassin was immediately

apprehended by Gandhi’s followers and security personnel. Key facts about the even

Questions & Answers About the men who killed gandhi

memorial services for Gandhi
related to his assassins?

N Question Answer
o

1 | Who were the men Nathuram Godse and several of his associates were
responsible for killing responsible for assassinating Mahatma Gandhi on
Mahatma Gandhi? January 30, 1948.

2 | What motivated Nathuram Godse believed Gandhi was too lenient towards
Godse to assassinate Gandhi? | Muslims and blamed him for certain policies during

India's independence movement, leading to his
radical decision.

3 | Were there any other Yes, Nathuram Godse had accomplices, including
individuals involved in some members of the Hindu Mahasabha, who
Gandhi's assassination supported and assisted in the conspiracy.
besides Nathuram Godse?

4 | What was the verdict for Nathuram Godse was convicted and executed in
those involved in Gandhi's 1949. Several others involved received lifelong
murder? imprisonment or shorter sentences.

5 How did the assassination of Gandhi's assassination shocked the nation, leading to
Gandhi impact India? widespread mourning, increased political tensions,

and a crackdown on extremist groups.

6 | What role did Nathuram Godse's extremist Hindu nationalist ideology and
Godse's ideology play in the opposition to Gandhi's policies fueled his decision to
assassination? kill him.

7 | Has there been any Yes, some debates persist regarding the extent of
controversy or debate conspiracy, the justice served, and the legacy of
surrounding the men who those involved.
killed Gandhi?

8 | Are there any memorials or Gandhi's memorials honor his legacy, but there are

no official memorials dedicated to his assassins; their
actions are widely condemned.




9 | What lessons have been
drawn from the assassination
of Gandhi regarding
extremism?

It underscores the dangers of fanaticism, hatred, and

violence, emphasizing the need for tolerance and
peaceful activism.

10 | How is the story of Gandhi's
killers remembered in India's
history?

It is remembered as a tragic event that marked the
loss of a leader committed to non-violence, serving
as a warning against extremism.

Gandhi assassination, Nathuram Godse, Hindu nationalism, Indian independence
movement, Mahatma Gandhi, Mahatma Gandhi assassination, Hindu radicalism, Gandhi
memorial, Indian history, political violence
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