Beretta 682 Sporting

Beretta 682 Sporting is widely regarded as one of the most iconic and versatile over-and-under shotguns in
the world of competitive shooting and hunting. Renowned for its craftsmanship, precision engineering, and
exceptional performance, the Beretta 682 series has cemented its place among the most sought-after firearms
for both seasoned shooters and enthusiasts alike. Whether you are engaging in clay target sports such as
skeet, trap, or sporting clays, or pursuing upland game hunting, the Beretta 682 Sporting offers a combination
of reliability, balance, and aesthetic appeal that makes it a top choice. In this comprehensive guide, we delve
into the history, features, variants, and tips for owning and maintaining the Beretta 682 Sporting to help
enthusiasts make informed decisions and appreciate the legacy of this legendary shotgun.

History and Background of the Beretta 682 Series

Origins and Development

The Beretta 682 series was introduced in the 1970s by the Italian firearms manufacturer Beretta, which has a
storied history dating back centuries. The 682 was designed as a successor to earlier Beretta over-and-under
shotguns and was built with the aim of combining advanced engineering with classic Italian craftsmanship.
Over the decades, the 682 has undergone various updates and refinements, but its core qualities have
remained consistent: durability, balance, and precision. The 682 line was conceived to meet the demands of
competitive shooters, offering features that enhanced accuracy and handling. Its development drew
inspiration from Beretta’s extensive experience in producing military, law enforcement, and sporting firearms,
resulting in a product that excels in both performance and aesthetics.
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Reputation and Legacy

Throughout its production run, the Beretta 682 gained a reputation for being a highly reliable and
customizable shotgun. Its popularity in competitive shooting disciplines, particularly skeet and sporting clays,
helped establish it as a benchmark in the industry. Many professional shooters and gun enthusiasts consider
the 682 to exemplify the perfect blend of tradition and innovation. The model’s legacy endures today, with
vintage models still highly valued by collectors and shooters. Its influence can be seen in subsequent Beretta
models, as well as in the broader over-and-under shotgun market.

Design and Features of the Beretta 682 Sporting

Construction and Materials

The Beretta 682 Sporting is crafted using high-quality materials designed to withstand extensive use while

maintaining elegance. Key features include:

1. Steel Receiver: The sturdy steel receiver provides strength and stability, ensuring consistent performance.

2. Chamber and Barrels: Typically chambered for 12 gauge shells, with barrel lengths varying from 28 to 30
inches, optimized for sporting and clay shooting.

3. Woodwork: The stock and fore-end are often made from fine walnut, finished with oil or varnish to enhance

durability and aesthetics.

Ergonomics and Handling

One of the hallmarks of the Beretta 682 Sporting is its balanced design, which promotes smooth handling and

quick target acquisition. Features include:



1. Adjustable Stock: Many models offer adjustable combs and length of pull to customize fit for different
shooters.

2. Optimal Weight Distribution: Designed to reduce recoil and improve swing, especially important during
rapid shooting sequences.

3. Low Profile Sights: The shotgun typically features a front bead sight and optional barrel-mounted mid-
rifles or sights for enhanced aiming.

Shotgun Action and Mechanism

The 682 Sporting features an over-and-under action with a break-open design, facilitating quick loading and

unloading. Its mechanism includes:

1. Trigger System: Usually equipped with a single selective trigger, allowing shooters to choose which barrel
fires first.

2. Ejectors: Automatic ejectors ensure shells are expelled cleanly after firing.

3. Safety: Manual safety located conveniently for quick engagement and disengagement.

Variants and Customization Options

Different Models within the 682 Line
The Beretta 682 series includes several variants tailored to specific shooting disciplines:

1. 682 Gold E: A deluxe model featuring ornate engraving and high-grade wood, often used for competition
and display.
2. 682 Silver Pigeon: Known for its elegant silver receiver finish and refined craftsmanship.
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3. 682 Sporting: The focus of this guide, optimized for sporting clays and general clay target shooting with
adjustable features.
4. Limited Editions: Special versions with unique engravings or finishes, highly collectible.

Customization and Accessories

Owners can enhance their Beretta 682 Sporting with various accessories:

1. Grips and Stocks: Custom grips, adjustable combs, and recoil pads improve comfort.
2. Barrel Options: Interchangeable barrels for different shooting styles.

3. Chokes: A variety of choke tubes allow for tailored shot patterns.

4. Optics and Sights: Additional sighting systems can be mounted for better accuracy.

Performance and Shooting Experience

Handling and Balance

The Beretta 682 Sporting is lauded for its exceptional balance, which allows for rapid target acquisition and
follow-through. The low-profile design and well-placed weight distribution minimize fatigue during extended

shooting sessions.

Recoil Management

Thanks to its mass and stock design, the 682 Sporting effectively absorbs recoil, providing a comfortable
shooting experience. This is especially beneficial during high-volume shooting or when using heavier loads.



Accuracy and Reliability

The crisp trigger pull and precise barrel alignment contribute to the shotgun’s accuracy. Its reliable firing
mechanism ensures consistent performance shot after shot, making it a dependable choice for competitions.

Ownership, Maintenance, and Value

Owning a Beretta 682 Sporting

Investing in a Beretta 682 Sporting involves selecting a well-maintained or refurbished model from reputable
dealers or collectors. Due to its popularity, many vintage and modern versions are available on the market.
Maintenance Tips

Proper maintenance extends the lifespan and preserves the performance of your shotgun:

Regular cleaning after shooting sessions, focusing on the barrels, chamber, and action.
Lubricating moving parts with manufacturer-recommended oils.
Periodic inspection of stock, finish, and mechanical components for signs of wear.

> W N e

Storing in a dry, secure environment to prevent rust and damage.

Value and Collectibility

Vintage Beretta 682 Sporting shotguns can command significant value, especially limited editions or models
with exceptional condition and craftsmanship. Collectors appreciate the historical significance and
craftsmanship, often valuing them as both functional firearms and collectibles.
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Conclusion: Why Choose the Beretta 682 Sporting?

The Beretta 682 Sporting remains a symbol of Italian craftsmanship and sporting excellence. Its timeless
design, proven performance, and versatility make it an outstanding choice for competitive shooters, hunters,
and firearm enthusiasts. Whether you seek a reliable clay target shotgun or a collector’s piece, the Beretta
682 offers a compelling blend of tradition and innovation that continues to impress decades after its inception.
Proper care and understanding of its features will ensure that this iconic shotgun remains a trusted
companion in the field or the range for years to come.

Beretta 682 Sporting: An In-Depth Examination of a Classic Over/Under Shotgun The Beretta 682 Sporting
has long been celebrated among competitive shooters and hunting enthusiasts alike for its impeccable
craftsmanship, reliability, and shooting performance. As a flagship model within Beretta’s storied lineage, the
682 series embodies a blend of traditional Italian firearm artistry and modern technological refinements. This
comprehensive analysis aims to explore the history, design, performance, and legacy of the Beretta 682
Sporting, providing enthusiasts and collectors with a detailed understanding of this iconic over/under
shotgun.

Historical Background and Development of the Beretta 682 Series

The Origins of the 682 Model Line

The Beretta 682 series was introduced in the early 1980s as a successor to the highly regarded Beretta 680
series. Building upon the success of its predecessor, the 682 was designed to enhance handling, balance, and
durability while maintaining the classic aesthetic standards associated with Beretta shotguns. Developed
during a period of intense competition among firearm manufacturers to produce the most refined sporting



shotguns, the 682 was Beretta’s answer to the rising demands of competitive shooters, especially in
disciplines like skeet, trap, and sporting clays.

Evolution and Variants

Throughout its production run, the 682 line saw several variants tailored for specific shooting disciplines: -
Beretta 682 Sporting: Optimized for sporting clays and multi-discipline shooting. - Beretta 682 Gold E:
Featuring upgraded chokes and enhanced finishing. - Beretta 682 Silver Pigeon: Incorporating aesthetic
enhancements and sometimes lighter weights. - Limited Editions and Customizations: Including engraved
versions and bespoke stock options. The 682 Sporting remains one of the most sought-after by collectors and
competitive shooters due to its balanced handling characteristics and proven performance.

Design and Engineering Features

Frame and Construction

The Beretta 682 Sporting is renowned for its robust yet lightweight frame, constructed from high-quality alloy
and steel. The receiver typically features a classic rounded profile with smooth lines, emphasizing both
aesthetics and ergonomics. The craftsmanship reflects Italian artistry, with attention to detail in every
engraving and finish. Key construction features include: - Monobloc design: Ensuring durability and consistent
alignment of barrels. - Precise machining: Achieved through CNC manufacturing, resulting in tight tolerances.
- Finish: Usually blued or nickel-plated, with some editions featuring intricate engravings.

Barrels and Chokes

One of the standout features of the 682 Sporting is its barrel configuration: - Barrel Lengths: Commonly 28 to
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30 inches, optimized for balance and swing speed. - Choke System: Interchangeable chokes with a full set
included, allowing shooters to customize shot patterns per discipline. - Barrel Material: Chromed barrels for
corrosion resistance and smooth bore performance. - Rib: Ventilated rib, typically matte-finished to reduce
glare and improve sighting. The choke system employs Beretta’s proprietary multi-choke system, providing
flexibility for various shooting scenarios.

Stock and Ergonomics

The stock of the Beretta 682 Sporting is crafted for ergonomic comfort and precise fit: - Material Options:
Walnut is standard, with some models featuring high-grade, oil-finished stocks. - Design: Rounded pistol grip,
adjustable combs, and ventilated forearms enhance control. - Adjustability: Many models include adjustable
combs and shims to fine-tune fit, critical for competitive shooting accuracy.

Performance and Shooting Characteristics

Balance and Handling

The Beretta 682 Sporting is lauded for its exceptional balance, which facilitates quick, natural swing and
target acquisition. Its weight distribution tends to favor the hand, enabling shooters to follow through
effortlessly. The relatively lightweight design (typically around 7.5 to 8.5 pounds, depending on configuration)
allows for extended shooting sessions with reduced fatigue.

Shot Pattern and Accuracy

Equipped with high-quality barrels and a versatile choke system, the 682 Sporting produces consistent, tight
shot patterns. The ability to interchange chokes allows shooters to adapt to different target sizes and



distances, giving a significant advantage in competitions. Shooters report that the gun’s pointability is
excellent, with a natural mount that aligns quickly with targets. The precision engineering minimizes recoil
and muzzle jump, contributing to higher hit ratios.

Reliability and Maintenance

Beretta’s reputation for durability is well reflected in the 682 Sporting. Its monobloc construction and high-
quality finishes withstand rigorous use. Regular maintenance routines—cleaning, choke inspection, and
lubrication—ensure the firearm’s longevity and consistent performance.

Competitive and Practical Use

In Competitive Shooting

The Beretta 682 Sporting has a storied history in competitive shooting sports: - Skeet and Trap: Its balanced
handling and reliable choke system make it a favorite. - Sporting Clays: The adjustable stock and chokes
facilitate quick adaptation to varying target presentations. - International Competitions: Many top shooters
have favored the 682 for its precision and consistency.

Hunting and Recreational Use

While primarily designed for sport, the 682 Sporting is also suitable for upland game hunting and clay pigeon
shooting. Its elegant design and smooth operation appeal to hunters who appreciate fine firearms.
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Legacy and Collector Value

Enduring Popularity

Decades after its introduction, the Beretta 682 Sporting remains highly coveted on the secondary market. Its
reputation for craftsmanship, performance, and aesthetic appeal continues to attract enthusiasts and
collectors.

Factors Contributing to Value

- Historical Significance: As a model emblematic of Beretta’s craftsmanship during the late 20th century. -
Condition: Well-maintained or lightly used examples command premium prices. - Customization: Unique
engravings or bespoke stocks enhance collector interest.

Modern Alternatives and Continuing Relevance

While newer models like the Beretta DT11 or the 690 series have introduced technological advancements, the
682 Sporting’s classic design and proven performance keep it relevant in the shooting community.

Conclusion: Is the Beretta 682 Sporting Worth It?

The Beretta 682 Sporting stands as a testament to Italian firearm tradition, combining meticulous
craftsmanship with exceptional functional performance. Its reputation among competitive shooters is well-
earned, thanks to its balanced handling, reliable choke system, and elegant design. For those seeking a
firearm that offers a blend of historical significance, aesthetic appeal, and shooting precision, the 682
Sporting remains a compelling choice. Whether for competition, collection, or recreational shooting, it



embodies the qualities that have made Beretta a household name in the firearm world for over a century. In
summary, the Beretta 682 Sporting is more than just a shotgun; it is a legacy of excellence that continues to
influence and inspire shooters worldwide. Its enduring popularity underscores its status as a classic and a
benchmark in the realm of over/under shotguns. Key Highlights of the Beretta 682 Sporting: - Classic Italian
craftsmanship with modern refinements - Robust monobloc construction for durability - Versatile choke
system for adaptable shooting - Excellent balance and pointability - Aesthetic appeal with engraved and high-
grade variants - Proven performance in competitive shooting disciplines Final Verdict: For enthusiasts who
value tradition, precision, and timeless design, the Beretta 682 Sporting remains a top-tier choice—an
investment in a firearm that offers decades of reliable, high-performance use.

Questions & Answers About beretta 682 sporting

No Question

Answer

1 What are the key features of the
Beretta 682 Sporting shotgun?

The Beretta 682 Sporting is renowned for its modular design,
high-quality engravings, adjustable stocks, and reliable
performance in competitive shooting. It features a well-balanced
weight, precise trigger mechanism, and a durable steel
construction suitable for both professional and amateur
shooters.

2 How does the Beretta 682 Sporting
compare to other over-and-under
shotguns?

The Beretta 682 Sporting is highly regarded for its
craftsmanship, smooth handling, and customizable options. It
often outperforms many competitors in terms of balance and
reliability, making it a popular choice among sporting clays and
trap shooters.
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Is the Beretta 682 Sporting suitable
for beginner shooters?

While the Beretta 682 Sporting offers excellent quality and
performance, it is generally recommended for intermediate to
advanced shooters due to its price and the need for proper
handling techniques. However, with proper instruction,
beginners can also benefit from its ergonomic design.

What maintenance is required to
keep the Beretta 682 Sporting in
optimal condition?

Regular cleaning after shooting sessions, lubrication of moving
parts, inspection of barrels and locking mechanisms, and proper
storage are essential. Periodic professional servicing can also
ensure the shotgun remains in peak condition.

Are there any notable vintage or
collectible versions of the Beretta
682 Sporting?

Yes, certain vintage models with unique engravings or limited
editions can be highly collectible. These often feature intricate
engravings and are sought after by firearm enthusiasts and
collectors.

What is the typical price range for a
Beretta 682 Sporting in the current
market?

The price varies depending on the condition, age, and specific
model, but generally ranges from $3,000 to $6,000 USD for a
well-maintained, newer model. Collector’s editions may
command higher prices.

Where can I find genuine parts and
accessories for the Beretta 682
Sporting?

Authorized Beretta dealers, official service centers, and
reputable firearms accessory retailers are the best sources for
genuine parts and accessories to ensure compatibility and
quality.

Beretta 682, sporting shotgun, over-under, clay pigeon shooting, shotgun accessories, Beretta firearms,
hunting shotgun, skeet shooting, trap shooting, Beretta over-under
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