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Presidents Of Mexico A Complete List

Presidents of Mexico a complete list is an essential resource for anyone interested in the political history and
leadership evolution of Mexico. Over the centuries, Mexico has experienced a dynamic and often tumultuous
journey through its presidencies, shaping the nation's identity, policies, and development. This comprehensive
guide provides a detailed list of all the presidents who have governed Mexico from its independence to the present
day, highlighting key figures, periods of stability and upheaval, and the historical context of each administration.

Introduction to Mexico’s Presidential History

Mexico’s presidency has been a central institution since the country's independence from Spain in 1821. The role
of the president has evolved through various political regimes, including monarchies, empire, republics, military
coups, revolutionary governments, and democratic elections. Understanding the complete list of presidents offers
insight into Mexico’s political stability, conflicts, reforms, and transitions over nearly two centuries.

Pre-Modern Presidents of Mexico (1821-1917)

Mexico’s early years as an independent nation were marked by internal struggles, wars, and power shifts. During
this period, the presidency was often characterized by instability, with numerous interim leaders and military
figures.

First Presidents of Mexico
1. Guadalupe Victoria (1824–1829) – The first president of Mexico, known for establishing the nation’s early
republican foundations. 2. Vicente Guerrero (1829) – Served briefly; a key guerrilla leader and hero of
independence. 3. Anastasio Bustamante (1830–1832, 1837–1839) – Multiple terms, representing conservative
factions. 4. Antonio López de Santa Anna (1833–1855) – One of Mexico’s most infamous figures, known for his
multiple terms and central role in Mexican history. 5. Benito Juárez (1858–1872) – A pivotal liberal leader,
modernizer, and defender of republican ideals.

Major Events in Early Presidential History
- The fall of the First Mexican Empire. - The Texas Revolution and loss of Texas. - The Reform War and the French
Intervention. - The rise of Juárez and the liberal reforms.

Porfiriato and Early 20th Century (1876-1911)

Porfirio Díaz's long dictatorship (1876–1911) was a period of modernization but also of repression and social
inequality.

Key Presidents During the Porfiriato
- Porfirio Díaz (1876–1880, 1884–1911) – His rule is marked by economic growth and modernization but also
political repression, leading to the Mexican Revolution.



The Mexican Revolution and Its Impact
- The revolution (1910–1920) led to the fall of Díaz. - Emergence of revolutionary leaders like Francisco I. Madero,
Venustiano Carranza, and Pancho Villa.

Post-Revolutionary Mexico (1917-1946)

Following the Mexican Revolution, a new political order was established, with the Institutional Revolutionary Party
(PRI) consolidating power.

Presidents in the Revolutionary Era
1. Venustiano Carranza (1917–1920) – Led the constitutionalist movement. 2. Álvaro Obregón (1920–1924) –
Restored stability; promoted modernization. 3. Plutarco Elías Calles (1924–1928) – Founder of the PRI. 4. Emilio
Portes Gil (1928–1930) 5. Abelardo L. Rodríguez (1930–1932) 6. Lázaro Cárdenas del Río (1934–1940) – Known for
land reforms and nationalization of oil.

Key Reforms and Changes
- Land redistribution. - Nationalization of industries. - Strengthening of state institutions.

Mid-20th Century to Late 20th Century (1946-2000)

This era was characterized by relative political stability under PRI dominance, economic growth, and social
changes.

Presidents of This Period
- Manuel Ávila Camacho (1940–1946) - Miguel Alemán Valdés (1946–1952) - Adolfo Ruiz Cortines (1952–1958) -
Adolfo López Mateos (1958–1964) - Gustavo Díaz Ordaz (1964–1970) - Luis Echeverría (1970–1976) - José López
Portillo (1976–1982) - Miguel de la Madrid (1982–1988) - Carlos Salinas de Gortari (1988–1994) - Ernesto Zedillo
(1994–2000)

Notable Aspects of This Period
- Economic crises and reforms. - Political centralization. - Growing calls for democratization.

Transition to Democracy and Recent Presidents (2000-
Present)

The year 2000 marked a historic shift with the election of Vicente Fox, ending over 70 years of PRI dominance.

Presidents from 2000 Onward
1. Vicente Fox Quesada (2000–2006) – First non-PRI president in decades, promoting democratic reforms. 2. Felipe
Calderón Hinojosa (2006–2012) – Known for the war on organized crime. 3. Enrique Peña Nieto (2012–2018) –
Focused on economic reforms and infrastructure projects. 4. Andrés Manuel López Obrador (2018–present) –
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Current president, emphasizing social programs and constitutional reforms.

Recent Political Trends
- Increased democratization. - Greater political competition. - Focus on social justice, economic inequality, and anti-
corruption measures.

Complete List of Presidents of Mexico

Below is a chronological list of all presidents, including acting and interim leaders:

Guadalupe Victoria (1824–1829)1.
Vicente Guerrero (1829)2.
Pedro Vélez (1829, acting)3.
Anastasio Bustamante (1830–1832)4.
Melchor Múzquiz (1832, acting)5.
Manuel Gómez Pedraza (1832–1833)6.
Antonio López de Santa Anna (1833–1835)7.
Miguel Barragán (1835–1836, acting)8.
José Justo de Urquiza (1836, acting)9.
Antonio López de Santa Anna (1836–1839)10.
Nicolás Bravo (1839, acting)11.
Matías de la Peña (1839, acting)12.
Francisco Javier Echeverría (1841–1842, interim)13.
Antonio López de Santa Anna (1844–1845)14.
Martín Carrera (1844, acting)15.
Valentín Gómez Farías (1846, interim)16.
José Joaquín de Herrera (1844–1846)17.
Mariano Paredes (1845, acting)18.
Pedro María Anaya (1847, acting)19.
Manuel de la Peña y Peña (1847–1848)20.
Winfield Scott (1847–1848, military occupation)21.
Brigadier General Pedro María Anaya (1848, acting)22.
Vicente Riva Palacio (1876, acting)23.
Porfirio Díaz (1876–1880)24.
Manuel González Flores (1880–1884, acting)25.
Porfirio Díaz (1884–1911)26.
Francisco León de la Barra (1911, interim)27.
Francisco I. Madero (1911–1913)28.
Pascual Orozco (1912, acting)29.
Victoriano Huerta (1913–1914)30.
Francisco S. Carvajal (1914, interim)31.
Eulalio Gutiérrez (1914–1915)32.
Roque González Garza (1915, acting)33.
Venustiano Carranza (1917–1920)34.
Adolfo de la Huerta (1920, interim)35.
Álvaro Obregón (1920–1924)36.
Plutarco Elías Calles (1924–1928)37.



Emilio Portes Gil (1928–1930)38.
Abelardo L. Rodríguez (1930–1932)39.
Óscar Flores Tapia (1932, acting)40.
Abelardo L. Rodríguez (1932–1934)41.
Lázaro Cárdenas del Río (1934–1940)42.
Manuel Ávila Camacho (19443.

Presidents of Mexico: A Complete List

The history of Mexico is deeply intertwined with its leadership. From the tumultuous years of independence and
revolution to the modern era of democratic governance, the presidents of Mexico have played pivotal roles in
shaping the nation’s political, social, and economic landscape. This article offers a comprehensive overview of all
individuals who have held the office of the President of Mexico, tracing their contributions, challenges, and
historical contexts. Whether you're a history enthusiast, a student, or simply curious about Mexico’s political
evolution, this detailed list provides valuable insights into the country's leadership journey.

The Origins of Mexican Presidency

Before delving into the complete list, it’s essential to understand the origins of the presidential office in Mexico.
Following Mexico’s declaration of independence from Spain in 1810, the nascent nation experienced a series of
leadership changes, coups, and constitutional reforms. The presidency, as an executive role, was formally
established with the adoption of the 1824 Constitution, which created the Federal Republic of Mexico and
designated the president as the head of state and government.

Over the years, the office has been characterized by periods of stability and upheaval, reflecting the nation’s
broader struggles with democracy, modernization, and social justice. The following sections chronologically detail
each president, highlighting their key policies, historical significance, and the contexts within which they governed.

Early Presidents and the Formation of the Mexican State (1824–1876)

The First Presidents: Establishing the Foundation

Guadalupe Victoria (1824–1829)

As the first president of Mexico, Guadalupe Victoria was instrumental in consolidating the newly independent
nation. His leadership prioritized stability and the drafting of the 1824 Constitution, which laid the groundwork for
federalism and democratic governance. His tenure was marked by efforts to unify a fragmented country amid
regional conflicts.

Vicente Guerrero (1829)

Serving briefly after a military coup, Guerrero was a hero of independence but faced political instability. His
presidency was short-lived, ending with his overthrow amid factional disputes.

Anastasio Bustamante (1837–1839, 1839–1841)

A conservative general, Bustamante’s presidencies were characterized by efforts to centralize authority and
suppress regional uprisings, reflecting ongoing tensions between federalists and centralists.

The Age of Santa Anna and Political Turmoil

Antonio López de Santa Anna (1833–1855)

One of the most notorious figures in Mexican history, Santa Anna served as president multiple times. His
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leadership was marked by ambitious military campaigns, including the loss of Texas, and a pattern of
authoritarianism. His fluctuating rule exemplified the instability of the era.

Benito Juárez (1858–1872)

A reformist lawyer and politician, Juárez led Mexico during the tumult of the Reform War and the French
Intervention. His presidency was pivotal in implementing liberal reforms—such as land redistribution and
separation of church and state—and resisting foreign domination.

Sebastián Lerdo de Tejada (1872–1876)

A close ally of Juárez, Lerdo aimed to modernize Mexico’s institutions but faced opposition. His presidency ended
with the emergence of Porfirio Díaz, signaling a shift toward authoritarian rule.

The Porfiriato and the Road to Revolution (1876–1911)

Porfirio Díaz (1876–1911)

Díaz’s long rule, known as the Porfiriato, was characterized by modernization, economic growth, and foreign
investment, but also by repression and inequality. His presidency ended with the Mexican Revolution, which sought
to address social injustices and political corruption.

Francisco I. Madero (1911–1913)

A key revolutionary leader, Madero’s presidency was brief but revolutionary in spirit. He aimed to establish
democracy but was overthrown and assassinated during the tumult of the Mexican Revolution.

The Revolutionary Era and Its Leaders (1917–1946)

Venustiano Carranza (1917–1920)

As a leader of the Mexican Revolution, Carranza promulgated the 1917 Constitution, which remains the foundation
of Mexican law today. His presidency was pivotal in consolidating revolutionary gains.

Álvaro Obregón (1920–1924)

Known for stabilizing post-revolution Mexico, Obregón’s policies promoted land reform and education. His
presidency was cut short when he was assassinated.

Plutarco Elías Calles (1924–1928)

A key architect of the post-revolutionary state, Calles pushed for secularization and modernization but faced
opposition leading to the Cristero War.

Lázaro Cárdenas (1934–1940)

One of Mexico’s most revered presidents, Cárdenas implemented land reforms, nationalized the oil industry, and
fostered social programs, shaping Mexico’s modern identity.

The Institutional Revolutionary Party (PRI) Dominance (1946–2000)

Manuel Ávila Camacho (1940–1946)

His presidency marked the transition toward stability and economic development, setting the stage for the PRI’s
dominance.

Adolfo López Mateos (1958–1964)

López Mateos expanded social programs and initiated industrialization efforts, maintaining PRI’s control.



Gustavo Díaz Ordaz (1964–1970)

His tenure was marred by the Tlatelolco massacre, reflecting tensions between the government and civil society.

Luis Echeverría (1970–1976)

He pursued nationalist policies and economic expansion but faced social unrest and economic crises.

José López Portillo (1976–1982)

His term saw nationalization of key industries but ended with economic collapse and debt crisis.

Carlos Salinas de Gortari (1988–1994)

His presidency was marked by economic liberalization, NAFTA negotiations, and political reforms, though marred
by corruption allegations.

Ernesto Zedillo (1994–2000)

He managed the transition to electoral democracy, overseeing the first peaceful transfer of power in decades.

Democratization and the Modern Era (2000–Present)

Vicente Fox (2000–2006)

As the first president from an opposition party (PAN) in over 70 years, Fox symbolized Mexico’s democratic
transition, focusing on transparency and economic growth.

Felipe Calderón (2006–2012)

His presidency was dominated by the war on drug cartels, resulting in significant violence and security challenges.

Enrique Peña Nieto (2012–2018)

A period of economic reforms and efforts to modernize infrastructure, but also marked by corruption scandals and
social protests.

Andrés Manuel López Obrador (2018–Present)

The current president has prioritized social welfare, anti-corruption measures, and constitutional reforms, shaping
Mexico’s political discourse today.

Conclusion: A Legacy of Change and Continuity

The list of presidents of Mexico reflects a complex tapestry of revolutionary fervor, authoritarian tendencies,
democratic aspirations, and social reforms. From the early independence leaders to recent presidents navigating
economic globalization and domestic challenges, each figure has left an indelible mark on the country’s trajectory.
Understanding this list is crucial for grasping the evolution of Mexican political institutions and societal values.

As Mexico continues to evolve, its leaders will undoubtedly face new challenges and opportunities. The legacy of
past presidents provides both lessons and inspiration for shaping a future rooted in democracy, social justice, and
national unity.

Questions & Answers About presidents of mexico a complete
list

No Question Answer
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1 Who are the presidents of Mexico
from its independence to the
present?

Mexico's presidents include figures from Agustín de Iturbide,
through the Porfiriato, Revolution era, to recent leaders like
Andrés Manuel López Obrador. A complete list covers over 60
presidents, starting with Agustín de Iturbide (1822-1823) and
including current president Andrés Manuel López Obrador (2018-
present).

2 Who was the first president of
Mexico?

Agustín de Iturbide served as the first constitutional emperor, but
the first elected president was Guadalupe Victoria, who served
from 1824 to 1829 after Mexico became a republic.

3 How many presidents has Mexico had
up to 2023?

Mexico has had over 60 presidents since its independence,
including interim and acting presidents, with the current president
being Andrés Manuel López Obrador.

4 Who was the longest-serving
president in Mexico's history?

Porfirio Díaz served as president for over 30 years across multiple
terms, from 1876 to 1911, making him the longest-serving
Mexican president.

5 Which presidents of Mexico are
considered the most influential?

Notable influential presidents include Benito Juárez, who led
during the Reform War and fought for liberal reforms; Porfirio Díaz,
who modernized Mexico; and Lázaro Cárdenas, known for land
reforms and nationalization of oil.

6 Who was the first female president of
Mexico?

As of October 2023, Mexico has not yet had a female president,
although women have run for the office and held other high
political positions.

7 What is the process for electing the
president of Mexico?

The president of Mexico is elected by direct popular vote for a six-
year term (sexenio) with no re-election. The election is conducted
nationwide, and the candidate with the most votes wins.

8 Who succeeded Andrés Manuel López
Obrador as president of Mexico?

As of October 2023, Andrés Manuel López Obrador is the current
president, and his successor has not yet been elected or
announced.

9 Are there any acting or interim
presidents in Mexico’s history?

Yes, Mexico has had several acting or interim presidents during
transitional periods, including during times of political upheaval or
presidential health issues, such as Francisco I. Madero serving
after Porfirio Díaz's fall.

10 Where can I find a complete list of all
Mexican presidents?

A complete list of Mexican presidents can be found on official
government websites, historical archives, and reputable sources
like the Enciclopedia de México or Wikipedia's 'List of Presidents of
Mexico' page.

presidents of mexico, list of mexican presidents, mexican presidential history, mexican leaders, mexico presidents
chronological, mexico political leaders, mexican presidency timeline, mexico head of state list, mexican
government leaders, mexican president names
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