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Expository Sermon Outlines Old
Testament

Expository sermon outlines Old Testament are invaluable tools for pastors, teachers, and biblical
scholars seeking to faithfully interpret and communicate the timeless truths of Scripture. The Old
Testament, rich with history, poetry, prophecy, and law, provides a profound foundation for expository
preaching that aims to expose the text's original meaning and apply it to contemporary life. Well-
structured sermon outlines help clarify complex passages, maintain doctrinal accuracy, and engage
listeners with the enduring relevance of God's Word.

Understanding Expository Sermon Outlines in the Old
Testament

Expository preaching focuses on exposing the biblical text, explaining what it meant in its original
context, and drawing out principles that apply today. An effective expository sermon outline serves as
a roadmap, guiding the preacher through the passage and ensuring clarity and theological integrity.

What Is an Expository Sermon Outline?
An expository sermon outline breaks down a biblical passage into logical, manageable sections,
highlighting key ideas, themes, and applications. It typically includes:

Introduction: setting the scene and stating the main truth1.
Body: subdivided into points that follow the passage’s flow2.
Conclusion: summarizing and applying the message3.

This structure helps the preacher stay faithful to the text while making it accessible for the
congregation.

Why Focus on the Old Testament?
The Old Testament is foundational to understanding the New Testament and the overarching story of
redemption. It contains:

Historical narratives (e.g., Genesis, Joshua, Kings)1.
Poetry and wisdom literature (e.g., Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes)2.
Prophetic writings (e.g., Isaiah, Jeremiah, Daniel)3.
Law and covenant codes (e.g., Leviticus, Deuteronomy)4.

Preaching from the Old Testament reveals God's character, covenant relationships, and promises that
find their fulfillment in Christ. Expository outlines help unpack these complex texts systematically.

Developing Expository Sermon Outlines from Old



Testament Passages

Creating effective outlines involves careful study, interpretation, and application. Here are steps to
craft meaningful expository outlines:

1. Choose a Passage with Rich Content
Select passages that contain clear doctrines, narratives, or poetry suitable for exposition. Examples
include:

Genesis 1–3 (Creation and Fall)1.
Isaiah 53 (Messianic prophecy)2.
Psalm 23 (Shepherd’s care)3.
Deuteronomy 6 (Greatest Commandment)4.

2. Conduct a Detailed Textual Analysis
Examine the passage to understand its:

Historical context1.
Literary structure2.
Theological themes3.

Use commentaries, lexicons, and biblical dictionaries to enrich your understanding.

3. Identify the Main Idea and Purpose
Determine the central truth the passage communicates and how it relates to God's redemptive plan.

4. Break Down the Passage into Main Points
Organize the sermon into logical sections. For example:

Introduction: The significance of the passage1.
Point 1: Explanation of the first key idea2.
Point 2: Development of the second idea3.
Point 3: Application or conclusion4.

5. Write a Clear Outline
Ensure each point is supported by the text and leads naturally to the next, maintaining a flow that
guides the congregation.

Sample Expository Sermon Outlines in the Old
Testament

To illustrate, here are some sample outlines based on well-known Old Testament passages:
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1. Genesis 12:1-3 — The Call of Abram and the Promise of
Blessing
Main Idea: God’s call to Abram reveals His plan to bless all nations through His chosen people. Outline:
- Introduction: The significance of divine calling - Point 1: God’s command—“Go,” trusting His
sovereignty - Point 2: God’s promise—blessing and nationhood - Point 3: Our response—faith and
obedience - Application: Trusting God's promises in our walk of faith

2. Isaiah 53 — The Suffering Servant
Main Idea: Isaiah prophesies about Christ’s suffering and substitutionary atonement. Outline: -
Introduction: The importance of prophecy in understanding Christ - Point 1: The servant’s
suffering—rejected and despised - Point 2: The servant’s substitution—bearing our sins - Point 3: The
servant’s exaltation—justification and victory - Application: Recognizing Christ’s sacrifice and our
response

3. Psalm 23 — The Lord as Our Shepherd
Main Idea: Trusting in God’s guidance and provision as our Shepherd. Outline: - Introduction: The
comfort of divine guidance - Point 1: The Lord as Shepherd—leading and restoring - Point 2: The Lord’s
provision—green pastures and still waters - Point 3: The Lord’s protection—valley of the shadow and
fear no evil - Application: Resting in God’s care amid life's challenges

Tools and Resources for Creating Old Testament
Expository Outlines

Effective sermon preparation leverages various resources:

Commentaries (e.g., The New International Commentary, The Expositor’s Bible Commentary)1.
Original language tools (e.g., Hebrew lexicons, interlinear Bibles)2.
Theological dictionaries and journals3.
Pastoral and preaching guides4.
Online sermon libraries and biblical databases5.

Utilizing these tools ensures accuracy, depth, and clarity in your outlines.

Best Practices for Delivering Old Testament Expository
Sermons

To maximize the impact of your sermon outlines, consider the following:

1. Maintain Contextual Integrity
Always interpret the passage within its historical, cultural, and literary context to avoid misapplication.



2. Focus on Christ-Centeredness
Even Old Testament texts point to Christ. Highlight messianic themes and the fulfillment of prophecy.

3. Use Clear and Engaging Language
Present the outline in a way that is accessible and memorable for the congregation.

4. Incorporate Illustrations and Applications
Make the biblical truths relevant through practical examples and life applications.

5. Pray for Guidance and Clarity
Seek the Holy Spirit’s help in expositing the Word accurately and effectively.

Conclusion

Expository sermon outlines Old Testament are essential for faithful biblical preaching that honors
the original text while making it relevant today. Developing these outlines requires diligent study,
theological insight, and a heart committed to God's Word. Whether preaching narratives, poetry,
prophecy, or law, a well-structured outline helps communicate the profound messages of the Old
Testament with clarity and power. As you craft and deliver expository sermons, remember that your
goal is to lead your congregation into a deeper understanding of God's character, His promises, and His
plan of redemption—culminating in the glory of Christ, who is the fulfillment of Old Testament
prophecy.

Expository Sermon Outlines Old Testament: A Comprehensive Guide for Preachers and Teachers The
Old Testament remains a cornerstone of biblical literacy and theological foundation for countless
believers and ministers. When it comes to delivering sermons rooted in Scripture, expository
preaching—systematically explaining and applying biblical texts—has proven to be one of the most
effective methods for deepening understanding and fostering spiritual growth. Developing expository
sermon outlines based on the Old Testament requires careful study, theological insight, and an
appreciation of the narrative and poetic structures that make up this rich part of Scripture. In this
comprehensive guide, we will explore the importance of expository sermon outlines in the Old
Testament, delve into practical steps for crafting them, and highlight strategies for effective delivery.
Whether you're a seasoned preacher or a student of the Word, understanding how to develop and
utilize Old Testament expository outlines can greatly enhance your ministry and your congregation’s
biblical comprehension.

Understanding the Importance of Expository Sermon
Outlines in the Old Testament

Why Focus on Expository Preaching?
Expository preaching emphasizes a passage-by-passage, verse-by-verse approach, allowing the
Scripture itself to shape the message. The Old Testament, with its diverse genres—history, poetry,
prophecy, law—demands careful exposition to avoid misinterpretation and to faithfully communicate its
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truths. Key reasons for focusing on expository outlines include: - Biblical Fidelity: Ensures that sermons
reflect the original intent and context of the text. - Comprehensive Understanding: Promotes a holistic
grasp of biblical themes and narratives. - Spiritual Growth: Facilitates a deeper appreciation for God's
character and plan revealed in the Old Testament. - Application-Oriented: Anchors sermons in
Scripture, making applications more authentic and relevant.

The Unique Challenges of Old Testament Expository Outlines
Preaching from the Old Testament presents specific challenges: - Historical and Cultural Context:
Requires understanding ancient customs, geography, and historical background. - Genre Diversity:
Navigating law codes, poetry, prophecy, and narratives demands different interpretative approaches. -
Continuity and Discontinuity: Recognizing how Old Testament themes foreshadow and relate to New
Testament fulfillment. - Language and Translation: Dealing with Hebrew idioms and poetic structures
that may not translate directly. Overcoming these challenges involves diligent study, reliance on
biblical commentaries, and a solid grasp of hermeneutical principles.

Developing Effective Expository Sermon Outlines from
the Old Testament

Creating an expository outline involves a systematic process that ensures clarity, biblical accuracy, and
spiritual impact.

Step 1: Selecting the Passage
- Identify a passage with a clear main idea or theological theme. - Consider the context within the
larger narrative or book. - Ensure the passage is manageable for the intended sermon length.

Step 2: Conducting In-Depth Study
- Historical-Cultural Context: Study the background, authorship, audience, and historical circumstances.
- Original Language Insights: Examine key Hebrew words and idioms. - Literary Structure: Recognize
literary devices, parallelism, chiasms, and poetic forms. - Theological Themes: Identify central
messages about God's character, covenant, salvation, or morality.

Step 3: Breaking Down the Text
- Divide the passage into sections or units that reflect shifts in idea or focus. - Use natural divisions like
paragraphs, stanzas, or shifts in speaker. - Determine the main idea of each segment.

Step 4: Formulating Main Points
- Each section should have a clear, concise main point. - Main points should support the overall theme
of the passage. - Use questions or statements that encapsulate the core message.

Step 5: Crafting the Outline
- Organize main points logically, often following the flow of the text. - Use headings, subpoints, and
supporting details. - Incorporate illustrative examples, biblical cross-references, and applications.



Sample Structure for an Old Testament Expository Outline: 1. Introduction - Contextual background -
Relevance to today’s believer 2. Main Point 1: [Main idea of section] - Supporting subpoint(s) -
Application or illustration 3. Main Point 2: [Next idea] - Supporting subpoint(s) - Application or
illustration 4. Conclusion - Summarize key truths - Call to action or reflection

Special Considerations When Outlining Old Testament
Books

Narrative Books (e.g., Genesis, Kings, Esther)
- Focus on character development, divine intervention, and covenant themes. - Highlight plot
progression and theological lessons. - Use character studies as part of the outline.

Poetry and Wisdom Literature (e.g., Psalms, Proverbs, Job)
- Emphasize literary devices and poetic structures. - Extract universal principles and spiritual insights. -
Recognize metaphorical language and symbolic meaning.

Prophetic Books (e.g., Isaiah, Jeremiah, Amos)
- Identify prophetic themes such as judgment, hope, and Messiah foretelling. - Understand the historical
context of the prophets’ messages. - Connect prophecy to New Testament fulfillment.

Law and Covenant (e.g., Leviticus, Deuteronomy)
- Emphasize divine standards and covenant relationships. - Draw principles applicable to New
Testament ethics.

Strategies for Effective Delivery of Old Testament
Expository Sermons

Engaging the Congregation
- Use storytelling techniques to bring narratives alive. - Incorporate relevant illustrations and modern
applications. - Pose thought-provoking questions to encourage reflection.

Clarity and Simplicity
- Avoid overly complex language or theological jargon. - Clearly articulate main points and supporting
details. - Use visuals or slides where appropriate.

Balancing Depth and Accessibility
- Dive deeply into the text without losing the audience. - Provide enough background to understand
difficult passages. - Summarize complex concepts in relatable terms.
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Prayer and Dependence on the Holy Spirit
- Seek divine guidance in study and delivery. - Pray for understanding, clarity, and spiritual impact.

Practical Examples of Old Testament Expository
Outlines

Below are simplified examples of expository outlines from notable Old Testament passages to illustrate
the principles discussed.

Example 1: Genesis 1:1-3 — The Creation of the World
- Main Point: God’s sovereign power brings everything into existence. - Outline: 1. In the Beginning, God
Created (v.1) - Emphasize God's eternal existence and authority. 2. The Spirit of God Hovered (v.2) -
Highlight divine involvement and the preparatory act. 3. God Said, "Let There Be Light" (v.3) - Focus on
the power of God's Word. - Application: Recognize God's sovereignty over creation and our lives.

Example 2: Isaiah 9:6 — The Prophecy of the Messiah
- Main Point: The coming Messiah will be a divine King bringing hope and peace. - Outline: 1. For to Us a
Child Is Born (v.6a) - Emphasize the incarnation. 2. And the Government Will Be on His Shoulders (v.6b)
- Highlight His kingship. 3. His Name Shall Be Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God... (v.6c-7) - Explore His
divine nature and role. - Application: Trust in Jesus as the fulfillment of divine promises.

Resources and Tools for Crafting Old Testament
Expository Outlines

- Commentaries: Psalms, Isaiah, Jeremiah, and other prophets. - Biblical Dictionaries: To understand
cultural and historical terms. - Hebrew Language Tools: For deeper word studies. - Study Bibles: For
contextual insights. - Preaching Manuals: Focused on expository methods. - Sermon Planning Software:
Helps organize and visualize outlines.

Conclusion: Embracing the Power of Old Testament
Expository Sermon Outlines

Preaching through the Old Testament with carefully crafted expository outlines is a vital means of
faithfully communicating God's Word. It not only enriches the preacher’s understanding but also
provides the congregation with a clear, biblically rooted message that points to God's redemptive plan
from Genesis to Malachi. By approaching Old Testament texts with prayer, diligent study, and a desire
for faithful exposition, ministers can unlock the treasures of Scripture, making ancient truths relevant
and impactful today. Whether preaching on creation, covenant, prophecy, or poetry, the expository
method ensures that the voice of God remains central, guiding His people toward greater faith,
obedience, and worship. In summary: - Developing expository sermon outlines from the Old Testament
demands thorough study and careful structuring. - Recognizing the genre and context is crucial for
accurate interpretation. - Effective delivery combines biblical depth with clarity and relevance. - The
ultimate goal is to faithfully reveal God's character and His redemptive work in Christ, as foreshadowed



in the Old Testament. Em

Questions & Answers About expository sermon outlines
old testament

No Question Answer

1 What are expository sermon
outlines in the Old Testament?

Expository sermon outlines in the Old Testament are
structured frameworks that systematically explain and
apply biblical texts, emphasizing the original context and
meaning of Old Testament passages to communicate God's
message effectively.

2 How can I create an effective
expository outline for an Old
Testament sermon?

To create an effective outline, start by carefully studying
the passage, identify the main idea, divide the text into
logical sections, and then develop clear points that explain
the text's meaning and application, ensuring the outline
flows logically and highlights key themes.

3 What are some popular Old
Testament books suitable for
expository sermons?

Popular books for expository sermons include Genesis,
Exodus, Psalms, Isaiah, and Daniel, as these contain rich
narratives and prophetic messages that can be deeply
explored through expository preaching.

4 How do expository sermon
outlines help in understanding Old
Testament narratives?

They help by breaking down complex stories into
manageable sections, highlighting key lessons, themes, and
theological insights, making the narratives accessible and
relevant for contemporary application.

5 What are common themes
explored in Old Testament
expository sermons?

Common themes include God's sovereignty, covenant
relationships, faith and obedience, repentance, God's
justice and mercy, and the fulfillment of biblical promises.

6 How can I ensure my Old
Testament expository sermon is
applicable to modern audiences?

Focus on the timeless principles and theological truths in
the text, relate them to current issues, and include practical
applications that demonstrate how the biblical message
speaks to today's challenges.

7 Are there specific resources or
tools recommended for
developing Old Testament
expository outlines?

Yes, resources like commentaries, biblical dictionaries,
original language tools, and sermon preparation books such
as 'Preaching Christ from the Old Testament' can assist in
developing thorough and insightful outlines.

8 What are common challenges in
preparing Old Testament
expository sermons, and how can
they be overcome?

Challenges include understanding ancient cultural contexts
and complex language. These can be overcome by
thorough study, consulting scholarly resources, and seeking
guidance from seasoned preachers familiar with Old
Testament exegesis.

9 How does an expository approach
enhance the spiritual growth of
the congregation?

It promotes a deep understanding of Scripture, encourages
accurate interpretation, and helps believers see the
relevance of God's Word in their lives, fostering spiritual
maturity and obedience.

Old Testament sermon outlines, expository preaching, biblical sermon structure, Old Testament
themes, sermon preparation Old Testament, biblical exegesis, Old Testament passages, sermon
outlines Genesis to Malachi, theological sermon outlines, biblical exposition methods
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