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Smith Wigglesworth On The Holy Spirit

Smith Wigglesworth on the Holy Spirit: Unlocking the Power of Divine Presence Introduction Smith
Wigglesworth, often referred to as the "Apostle of Faith," remains one of the most influential figures in
Pentecostal and Charismatic Christianity. His unwavering faith, relentless prayer life, and powerful
miracles have inspired millions worldwide. At the heart of his ministry was an intense reliance on the
Holy Spirit, which he believed was essential for living a victorious Christian life and for witnessing
extraordinary signs and wonders. In this article, we explore Smith Wigglesworth's teachings and
insights on the Holy Spirit, emphasizing how his life exemplified the transformative power of the Spirit-
filled believer.

Who Was Smith Wigglesworth?

Before delving into his views on the Holy Spirit, it’s important to understand the man behind the
teachings. Smith Wigglesworth (1859–1947) was a British evangelist known for his faith-healing
ministry and revival meetings. Despite limited formal education, Wigglesworth’s deep trust in God's
power led to numerous documented miracles, including healing the sick, raising the dead, and
delivering people from demonic oppression. His life was marked by a relentless pursuit of God,
emphasizing the necessity of the Holy Spirit for effective Christian service. His teachings continue to
influence Pentecostal and evangelical circles today.

Understanding Smith Wigglesworth’s Perspective on the Holy
Spirit

Smith Wigglesworth’s entire ministry was rooted in a profound dependence on the Holy Spirit. He
believed that the Holy Spirit was not just a comforter but the divine power that enables believers to
live holy, serve effectively, and perform signs and wonders.

The Holy Spirit as the Source of Power

For Wigglesworth, the Holy Spirit was the essential force behind all Christian effectiveness. He often
emphasized that: - Without the Holy Spirit, Christian efforts are powerless. - The Holy Spirit empowers
believers to witness boldly and heal the sick. - The baptism in the Holy Spirit is a subsequent
experience that equips believers for service. He famously said, “The Spirit-filled life is the victorious
life,” highlighting that victory over sin, sickness, and spiritual bondage is only possible through the
Spirit’s empowerment.



The Necessity of Spirit-Led Living

Wigglesworth believed that a life led by the Holy Spirit was characterized by: - Obedience to God’s
Word - Sensitivity to the Spirit’s guidance - Continual prayer and communion with God - A humble
heart receptive to divine instruction He encouraged believers to seek a daily infilling of the Holy Spirit,
asserting that this was the key to experiencing divine power in everyday life.

Key Teachings of Smith Wigglesworth on the Holy Spirit

To understand Wigglesworth’s perspective deeply, it’s helpful to explore some of his core teachings on
the Holy Spirit.

The Baptism in the Holy Spirit

Wigglesworth taught that the baptism in the Holy Spirit was an experience subsequent to salvation,
often evidenced by speaking in tongues. He believed that this baptism: - Empowers believers for
effective witnessing - Provides divine boldness and courage - Fills them with supernatural love and
compassion - Enables miracles and divine healing He frequently urged believers to seek this baptism
continually, emphasizing that it was not a one-time event but an ongoing infilling.

The Role of the Holy Spirit in Miracles and Healing

Central to Wigglesworth’s ministry was divine healing, which he attributed solely to the Holy Spirit’s
power. His teachings on healing included: - Faith as a conduit for the Holy Spirit’s power - The
importance of praying in the Spirit - The necessity of believing in divine healing as part of the Gospel
He often demonstrated that healing was not based on human effort but on divine authority granted by
the Holy Spirit.

Living a Spirit-Filled Life

Wigglesworth emphasized that a Spirit-filled life involves: - Regular prayer and fasting - Maintaining a
close relationship with God - Yielding completely to the Holy Spirit’s control - Walking in obedience and
humility He believed that this lifestyle would result in supernatural manifestations of God’s power,
including miracles, deliverance, and spiritual breakthroughs.

Practical Applications of Wigglesworth’s Teachings Today

Wigglesworth’s teachings remain highly relevant for contemporary believers seeking a deeper
experience with the Holy Spirit.
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How to Receive the Holy Spirit’s Power

1. Seek Salvation First: Accept Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior. 2. Desire the Baptism in the Holy Spirit:
Pray earnestly for a divine infilling. 3. Pray in Tongues: As evidence of Spirit baptism, speak in tongues.
4. Live Spirit-Led: Obey the Holy Spirit’s guidance daily. 5. Maintain a Prayerful Lifestyle: Regular
fasting and prayer deepen your fellowship.

Living a Spirit-Filled Life in Modern Times

- Stay committed to prayer and Bible study. - Engage in continuous spiritual renewal. - Expect and
believe in miracles as part of the Christian walk. - Cultivate humility and dependence on the Holy
Spirit’s power.

Legacy of Smith Wigglesworth and the Holy Spirit

The influence of Smith Wigglesworth’s teachings on the Holy Spirit continues to shape Pentecostalism
and charismatic movements worldwide. His emphasis on the supernatural, divine healing, and Spirit-
led living have inspired countless believers to seek a more profound relationship with the Holy Spirit.
Many modern revival movements draw from Wigglesworth’s example, emphasizing that the Holy Spirit
is still active today, performing miracles, healing, and transforming lives.

His Impact on Modern Christianity

- Inspired a new wave of evangelism focused on the power of the Holy Spirit. - Encouraged believers to
seek the baptism of the Holy Spirit as a vital experience. - Reinforced the importance of faith and
divine authority for healing and miracles.

Conclusion

Smith Wigglesworth’s life and teachings exemplify a profound dependence on the Holy Spirit. His
conviction that the Spirit is the divine power behind a victorious Christian life continues to resonate
today. By emulating his example—seeking Spirit baptism, living Holy Spirit-led lives, and believing in
divine power—believers can experience the fullness of God's supernatural presence. In an age where
many seek authentic encounters with God, Wigglesworth’s legacy reminds us that the Holy Spirit is
available to all who earnestly seek Him, equipping believers for an extraordinary life filled with divine
signs, wonders, and miracles. Embracing the Holy Spirit as Wigglesworth did can transform not only
individual lives but also entire communities for the glory of God.

Smith Wigglesworth on the Holy Spirit: An In-Depth Examination The figure of Smith Wigglesworth
remains one of the most influential and enigmatic personalities within Pentecostal and charismatic
Christian circles. Renowned for his extraordinary faith, miraculous healings, and unwavering reliance



on the Holy Spirit, Wigglesworth’s teachings and life continue to inspire millions worldwide. Central to
his ministry was an intense focus on the Holy Spirit, which he regarded not merely as a theological
doctrine but as an active, transformative power essential for Christian life and ministry. This article
delves into Wigglesworth’s understanding of the Holy Spirit, exploring his theology, practices, and
enduring legacy.

Introduction: Who Was Smith Wigglesworth?

Smith Wigglesworth (1859–1947) was a British evangelist and faith healer whose ministry spanned
over four decades. With a background rooted in working-class England, Wigglesworth’s life was marked
by a profound conversion and an ensuing pursuit of the Holy Spirit’s power. His ministry was
characterized by fervent prayer, healing miracles, and an unwavering belief in the supernatural work of
the Holy Spirit. While many details of his life remain anecdotal, his impact on Pentecostalism and
charismatic movements is widely acknowledged.

Theological Foundations: Wigglesworth’s View of the Holy Spirit

The Holy Spirit as the Source of Power

For Wigglesworth, the Holy Spirit was the divine source of power necessary for effective Christian living
and evangelism. He often emphasized the necessity of being filled with the Holy Spirit to live a
victorious life and to perform miracles. His famous statement, “The Spirit of God is the Spirit of power,”
encapsulates his understanding that spiritual power is not optional but essential. He believed that a
baptism in the Holy Spirit was a subsequent experience to salvation, one that empowered believers for
service and enabled them to operate in spiritual gifts. This perspective aligns with classical Pentecostal
doctrine, emphasizing the experiential aspect of the Holy Spirit’s work.

The Holy Spirit as a Person

Wigglesworth viewed the Holy Spirit not merely as an impersonal force but as a personal, divine
person. He often referred to the Spirit in personal terms, emphasizing His role in guiding, comforting,
and convicting believers. This personal aspect was crucial in Wigglesworth’s theology, as he believed
that a close, personal relationship with the Spirit was vital for effective Christian ministry.

Holy Spirit and Sanctification

Wigglesworth saw the Holy Spirit as the agent of sanctification—a process of purifying the believer’s
life. He taught that through the Holy Spirit, believers could be cleansed from sin and empowered to live
holy lives. This sanctifying work was not static but ongoing, requiring continual reliance on the Spirit’s
presence.
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Practices and Expressions of Holy Spirit Power

Filling with the Holy Spirit

A cornerstone of Wigglesworth’s ministry was the pursuit of being “filled with the Spirit.” He believed
that believers should continually seek a fresh infilling, which would manifest in boldness, faith, and
spiritual gifts. His own life exemplified this pursuit, often praying in tongues and seeking divine
empowerment before ministry encounters.

Miraculous Healings and Signs

Wigglesworth’s ministry was marked by numerous reports of healings and miracles, which he
attributed directly to the Holy Spirit’s power. He believed that the Holy Spirit’s presence could restore
health, deliver from demons, and even raise the dead. These acts served as signs of the Spirit’s
authority and validation of his ministry. Some notable examples include: - Healing terminal illnesses -
Casting out evil spirits - Resurrections, including the well-documented story of a boy raised from the
dead

Prayers and Spiritual Warfare

Wigglesworth engaged in fervent prayer, often praying aloud and with great intensity. He saw prayer
as a key avenue through which the Holy Spirit worked, especially in spiritual warfare. His prayers were
characterized by faith, authority, and desperation, trusting that the Spirit would intervene.

Controlling the Spirit’s Movement

Wigglesworth believed that the Holy Spirit could move sovereignly and unpredictably. He encouraged
believers to remain receptive and obedient to the Spirit’s leading, whether it manifested as speaking in
tongues, prophecy, or physical healings.

Wigglesworth’s Key Teachings on the Holy Spirit

The Necessity of Spirit Baptism

One of Wigglesworth’s most emphasized doctrines was the need for believers to experience the
baptism of the Holy Spirit, distinct from salvation. He believed this experience was crucial for
empowering believers to live victorious Christian lives and to carry out the Great Commission. His
teachings often included: - The importance of seeking the Spirit with fervor - The evidence of Spirit
baptism as speaking in tongues - The transformative impact on character and ministry



Faith and Expectancy

A recurring theme was faith-filled expectancy. Wigglesworth taught that faith opened the door for the
Holy Spirit to work miracles. Expecting the Spirit’s power was essential for spiritual breakthroughs.

Holiness and Consecration

He stressed that a holy life was a prerequisite for Spirit-led ministry. Holiness, purity, and surrender
were necessary to maintain the Spirit’s presence and power.

Living in the Power of the Spirit

Wigglesworth urged believers to not only seek the Spirit’s baptism but to continually live under His
influence. This involved dependence, obedience, and a lifestyle of prayer and worship.

Controversies and Criticisms

While Wigglesworth’s ministry was celebrated by many, it was not without controversy. Critics
questioned some of his methods and claimed that some of his healings lacked sufficient medical
verification. Additionally, his emphasis on supernatural signs sometimes led to accusations of
sensationalism. However, supporters argue that Wigglesworth’s unwavering faith and reliance on the
Holy Spirit transformed countless lives and advanced the Pentecostal movement. His teachings
continue to influence contemporary Charismatic and Pentecostal theology.

Legacy and Influence

Smith Wigglesworth’s legacy endures in the ongoing emphasis on the Holy Spirit’s power within
Pentecostal and Charismatic circles. His life remains a testament to the belief that the Holy Spirit is
active today, capable of performing miracles and transforming lives. Many modern revivalists and
healing ministries cite Wigglesworth as a spiritual father. His writings, sermons, and testimonies
continue to inspire believers seeking a deeper experience of the Holy Spirit.

Conclusion: The Spirit’s Power in Wigglesworth’s Life and
Ministry

Smith Wigglesworth’s understanding and experience of the Holy Spirit exemplify a life wholly
surrendered to and empowered by divine power. His teachings underscore the importance of seeking
the Holy Spirit’s fullness, living in holiness, and trusting in supernatural intervention. As contemporary
Christianity continues to explore the depths of Spirit-led living, Wigglesworth’s life remains a
compelling testament to the transformative power of the Holy Spirit when embraced with faith,
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obedience, and expectancy. His legacy challenges believers today to pursue an authentic, Spirit-filled
life—believing that the same Spirit who empowered Wigglesworth can also work through modern
believers to bring about healing, revival, and spiritual awakening.

Questions & Answers About smith wigglesworth on the holy
spirit

No Question Answer

1 Who was Smith Wigglesworth and
what was his view on the Holy
Spirit?

Smith Wigglesworth was a British evangelist and faith
healer known for his powerful teachings on the Holy Spirit,
emphasizing the importance of being filled with the Spirit
for effective Christian living and ministry.

2 What are some key teachings of
Smith Wigglesworth regarding the
Holy Spirit?

He taught that the Holy Spirit empowers believers for
service, baptism in the Spirit is essential for spiritual
vitality, and that walking in the Spirit leads to miracles,
divine healing, and victorious Christian life.

3 How did Smith Wigglesworth
describe the experience of being
filled with the Holy Spirit?

He described it as a profound, life-changing encounter that
results in boldness, divine power, and a deep sense of
God's presence, often evidenced by speaking in tongues
and supernatural manifestations.

4 What role did the Holy Spirit play
in Smith Wigglesworth’s healing
ministry?

The Holy Spirit was central to his healing ministry, as
Wigglesworth believed that the Spirit's power was the
source of divine healing and miracles, and he often relied
on the Spirit for guidance and authority.

5 According to Smith Wigglesworth,
how can modern believers
experience the Holy Spirit’s
power?

He emphasized prayer, faith, surrender, and a willingness
to be filled daily with the Holy Spirit as key avenues for
believers to experience His power today.

6 What does Smith Wigglesworth
teach about speaking in tongues
and the Holy Spirit?

He viewed speaking in tongues as evidence of the Holy
Spirit’s baptism and an important spiritual gift that
enhances prayer life and spiritual growth.

7 How did Smith Wigglesworth’s
understanding of the Holy Spirit
influence his approach to
evangelism?

His reliance on the Holy Spirit’s power led to bold, Spirit-led
evangelism, miracles, and an emphasis on the supernatural
as integral to spreading the gospel.

8 Are there any notable stories
from Smith Wigglesworth’s life
that illustrate his relationship with
the Holy Spirit?

Yes, numerous stories, such as healing the sick and
performing miracles by faith, highlight his deep
dependence on and obedience to the Holy Spirit’s guidance
and power.



9 What legacy did Smith
Wigglesworth leave regarding the
Holy Spirit’s role in the modern
church?

He inspired many to seek a deeper, more empowered
relationship with the Holy Spirit, emphasizing the
importance of spiritual baptism, miracles, and divine power
in contemporary Christianity.

Smith Wigglesworth, Holy Spirit, Pentecostal revival, Christian evangelism, spiritual gifts, Holy Spirit
baptism, faith healing, revivalist preacher, Pentecostal movement, spiritual awakening
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