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They Say I Say Fifth Edition

They Say I Say Fifth Edition They Say I Say Fifth Edition is a widely used textbook designed to help students
develop their academic writing skills through mastering the art of engaging with sources and constructing
compelling arguments. Authored by Gerald Graff and Cathy Birkenstein, this edition builds upon previous
versions to provide fresh insights, updated examples, and practical templates that foster effective
communication. The book emphasizes the importance of "talking back" to sources—whether it’s agreeing,
disagreeing, or elaborating—and encourages writers to participate actively in ongoing conversations within
their disciplines. Its accessible, template-based approach makes it a staple in composition classrooms, helping
students articulate their ideas clearly while situating them within broader scholarly dialogues. Overview of the
Core Concepts The "They Say / I Say" Framework At the heart of the book lies the fundamental concept of
balancing "they say" and "I say." This framework guides writers to: - Summarize other perspectives ("they
say") to acknowledge existing debates and establish context. - Present their own stance ("I say") to contribute
original insights or counterpoints. This dynamic encourages a dialogic approach to writing, transforming
essays from mere summaries to active engagement with ideas. The Significance of Academic Conversations
The authors posit that effective academic writing involves participating in ongoing conversations. These
conversations are: - Multilayered: Encompassing multiple viewpoints, theories, and arguments. - Evolving:
Shaped over time through debate, evidence, and reinterpretation. - Collaborative: Requiring writers to listen,
respond, and position themselves within these dialogues. By framing writing as participation in a scholarly
conversation, students learn to develop critical thinking skills and craft more persuasive arguments. The
Structure and Features of the Fifth Edition Updated Content and Examples Compared to previous editions,
the fifth edition introduces: - Contemporary examples from current events, pop culture, and recent scholarly
debates. - Diverse voices to reflect a broader range of perspectives and contexts. - New exercises aimed at



practicing the templates and concepts discussed. Emphasis on Critical Thinking and Engagement The book
encourages students not just to summarize sources but to critically engage with them by: - Asking insightful
questions. - Analyzing assumptions. - Developing their own positions based on evidence and reasoning.
Practical Templates and Strategies One of the book’s hallmarks is its collection of sentence templates, such
as: - "They say that ____, but I believe ____." - "While some argue that ____, I contend that ____." - "In light of
recent evidence, it’s clear that ____." These templates serve as scaffolds to help students articulate complex
ideas fluently and confidently. Teaching Strategies and Pedagogical Approaches Engaging Students in
Dialogue The fifth edition promotes teaching methods that: - Encourage students to identify what "they say" in
various sources. - Guide them to craft their "I say" responses that advance the conversation. - Use peer review
to refine arguments and enhance clarity. Incorporating Writing Assignments Assignments are designed to: -
Foster critical reading of sources. - Promote focused thesis development. - Use templates to structure essays
effectively. - Engage students in writing across genres and disciplines. Emphasizing Clarity and Persuasion
The book underscores the importance of: - Clear thesis statements. - Logical organization. - Persuasive
language. - Addressing counterarguments effectively. Practical Applications in the Classroom Lesson Plans
and Activities Teachers can incorporate activities such as: - Source-based debates where students defend or
challenge ideas. - Template exercises to practice integrating sources smoothly. - Annotated readings
highlighting "they say" and "I say" passages. - Writing workshops focusing on revision and clarity. Assessing
Student Progress Assessment strategies include: - Evaluating the effectiveness of source engagement. -
Analyzing coherence and persuasiveness. - Providing feedback on the use of templates and critical analysis.
Benefits of Using "They Say I Say Fifth Edition" For Students - Builds confidence in academic writing. -
Enhances critical thinking skills. - Provides practical tools to participate actively in scholarly conversations. -
Fosters clarity and coherence in writing. For Educators - Offers a structured approach to teaching writing. -
Supplies ready-to-use templates and exercises. - Supports diverse learning styles through varied activities. -
Promotes student engagement and improvement. Criticisms and Limitations While highly regarded, the



© unitedstates.sandbox.xylemappliedwater.com They Say I Say Fifth Edition 3

textbook has faced some criticisms: - Over-reliance on templates: Some argue it may lead to formulaic writing
if not used flexibly. - Cultural and disciplinary scope: The examples may not always reflect the diversity of
disciplines or cultural perspectives. - Focus on argumentation: Less emphasis on other aspects of writing,
such as narrative or creative styles. To address these issues, educators are encouraged to adapt templates
creatively and incorporate diverse materials. Conclusion They Say I Say Fifth Edition remains a foundational
resource for teaching academic writing, emphasizing the importance of engaging with sources through a
conversational approach. Its blend of theoretical insights, practical templates, and classroom strategies
equips students to participate effectively in scholarly dialogues, develop their voices, and craft persuasive,
coherent arguments. As the landscape of academic communication evolves, the principles embedded in this
edition continue to serve as a reliable guide for students and teachers alike, fostering skills that extend
beyond the classroom into professional and civic participation. Whether used as a primary textbook or
supplementary resource, They Say I Say empowers writers to articulate their ideas confidently while
respecting and engaging with the ideas of others.

They Say I Say Fifth Edition: A Comprehensive Guide to Mastering Academic and Rhetorical Writing

In the realm of academic writing and persuasive communication, understanding and effectively employing the
principles outlined in They Say I Say Fifth Edition can transform a student's or professional's approach to
crafting compelling arguments. This influential textbook, authored by Gerald Graff and Cathy Birkenstein,
emphasizes the importance of engaging with existing conversations—what "they say"—and contributing one's
unique perspective—"I say"—to advance meaningful dialogue. As the fifth edition continues to build on its
reputation as a cornerstone resource, this guide aims to unpack its core concepts, teaching strategies, and
practical applications for writers at all levels.

The Origins and Significance of They Say I Say



They Say I Say was first published in 2006 with the goal of demystifying academic writing and making it more
accessible. Its approach centers on the idea that effective communication involves situating your ideas within
ongoing conversations, whether in academic essays, journalistic pieces, or professional reports. The fifth
edition, released in 2021, refines this approach, incorporating contemporary examples, digital literacy skills,
and updated pedagogical tools to better serve students in an increasingly digital world.

This book has become a staple in writing courses across the globe because it emphasizes a practical, formula-
driven method to constructing arguments that are clear, persuasive, and responsive. Its emphasis on
"templates" and "moves" helps writers overcome common hurdles like writer's block and uncertainty about
how to begin or connect ideas effectively.

Core Principles of They Say I Say

Engaging with the Conversation: The "They Say" Component

The foundation of the book is the idea that all writing is part of a larger conversation. Recognizing "what they
say" involves:

Summarizing and paraphrasing existing ideas1.
Quoting authoritative voices2.
Situating your argument within a broader scholarly or societal debate3.

By effectively engaging with "they say," writers demonstrate awareness of the context and establish
credibility.

Contributing Your Voice: The "I Say" Component

Once you've understood "what they say," the next step is to articulate "what I say." This involves:
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Making your own claims1.
Supporting your claims with evidence2.
Responding to or challenging existing ideas3.

The balance between "they say" and "I say" is crucial for creating persuasive, nuanced writing.

The Power of Templates and "Moves" in They Say I Say

A key feature of the fifth edition is the strategic use of sentence templates and rhetorical "moves" to help
writers develop structured, effective arguments. These templates serve as scaffolding, especially for students
unsure how to start or connect ideas.

Common Templates and Their Uses

Introducing "They Say"1.

"Many experts believe that..."1.
"It is often argued that..."2.
"Recent studies suggest that..."3.

Introducing "I Say"1.

"I contend that..."1.
"My experience suggests that..."2.
"I argue that..."3.

Connecting "They Say" and "I Say"1.

"While some might say..., I believe..."1.
"Although it is true that..., I maintain that..."2.



"Despite the evidence that..., I suggest that..."3.

Supporting Evidence1.

"For example,..."1.
"This is evident in..."2.
"Research indicates that..."3.

The "They Say / I Say" Framework in Practice

By using these templates, writers can craft sentences that seamlessly integrate existing ideas with their own.
For example:

"Many educators argue that technology enhances learning (They Say). However, I believe that without proper
guidance, technology can also hinder student engagement (I Say)."

This approach ensures clarity, logical flow, and a respectful engagement with differing viewpoints.

Practical Strategies for Applying They Say I Say

Summarize Concisely and Accurately1.

Effective engagement begins with understanding. When summarizing "they say," focus on capturing the main
idea without distortion. Use paraphrasing to demonstrate comprehension and avoid over-reliance on direct
quotes unless citing a specific phrase.

Use Templates to Overcome Writer's Block1.

Templates serve as starting points that can be customized:

Claim + Evidence + Explanation: "I believe [claim] because [evidence], which shows that..."1.
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Counterargument + Rebuttal: "Some might argue that [counter], but I believe..."2.

Develop Your Voice by Responding Thoughtfully1.

Don't just agree or disagree—engage critically. Ask questions like:

"Why does this matter?"1.
"What are the implications of this point?"2.
"How does this connect to my experience or perspective?"3.

Incorporate Signal Phrases and Transitions1.

Smooth transitions help maintain flow:

"According to..."1.
"In contrast..."2.
"Building on this idea..."3.

Practice the "They Say / I Say" Dialogue1.

Create dialogues within your writing to reflect multiple perspectives, which demonstrates critical thinking.

Applying They Say I Say Across Different Genres

While originally designed for academic essays, the principles extend to various writing contexts:

Academic Essays

Situate your thesis within scholarly debates1.
Use templates to introduce sources and your responses2.
Balance quoting, paraphrasing, and summarizing3.



Journalistic Writing

Engage with public opinions and reports1.
Present multiple viewpoints2.
Assert your perspective with supporting evidence3.

Professional and Business Communication

Respond to client or stakeholder concerns1.
Frame proposals within industry standards2.
Assert solutions while acknowledging current practices3.

Digital and Social Media Content

Engage with trending topics ("They say")1.
Share your insights or experiences ("I say")2.
Use concise, template-driven language for clarity3.

Common Challenges and How to Overcome Them

Over-reliance on Templates

Solution: Use templates as guides, but personalize your writing. Strive for authentic voice and nuanced
arguments.

Failing to Engage Critically

Solution: Move beyond surface-level summaries. Ask critical questions and consider counterarguments.

Neglecting Audience and Purpose
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Solution: Tailor your "they say" and "I say" statements to suit the audience's background and expectations.

Inconsistent Voice or Tone

Solution: Maintain a consistent tone that reflects confidence, respect, and clarity throughout your writing.

The Pedagogical Impact of They Say I Say

Educators praise the book for its accessible approach, which demystifies the writing process. Its emphasis on
community dialogue, critical engagement, and structured argumentation helps students develop confidence
and mastery over their writing skills.

Moreover, the fifth edition introduces digital literacy components, emphasizing how online
conversations—blogs, social media, forums—also follow the "they say / I say" pattern, making the book highly
relevant for modern communicators.

Final Thoughts: Embracing the Conversation

Mastering They Say I Say Fifth Edition is about embracing the ongoing conversation—understanding what
others are saying, finding your voice, and contributing meaningfully. Whether you're writing an academic
paper, composing a professional report, or engaging in digital discourse, these principles serve as a
foundation for persuasive, thoughtful, and engaging communication.

By internalizing the core ideas, practicing the use of templates, and critically engaging with diverse
perspectives, writers can elevate their craft and participate confidently in the multitude of conversations
shaping our world.



Questions & Answers About they say i say fifth edition

No Question Answer

1 What are the main features of 'They
Say / I Say' Fifth Edition that
differentiate it from previous
versions?

The Fifth Edition of 'They Say / I Say' introduces updated
templates, new examples reflecting contemporary issues, and
expanded guidance on integrating sources effectively. It also
emphasizes digital literacy and the importance of engaging with
diverse perspectives in academic writing.

2 How does 'They Say / I Say' Fifth
Edition help students improve their
academic writing skills?

The book provides structured templates for constructing
arguments, strategies for engaging with different viewpoints,
and practical exercises that help students develop clear,
persuasive, and well-supported writing, making complex
rhetorical concepts accessible.

3 Are there new digital resources or
online tools included in the Fifth
Edition of 'They Say / I Say'?

Yes, the Fifth Edition offers updated online resources such as
video tutorials, downloadable templates, and interactive
exercises designed to enhance learning and allow students to
practice their skills in a digital environment.

4 Can 'They Say / I Say' Fifth Edition
be used for both high school and
college writing courses?

Absolutely. The book's clear explanations, adaptable templates,
and practical advice make it suitable for a wide range of
educational levels, from high school to college composition
classes.

5 What are some of the most common
student challenges addressed in the
Fifth Edition of 'They Say / I Say'?

The book addresses challenges such as avoiding plagiarism,
developing a confident voice, effectively integrating sources,
and constructing coherent arguments—providing strategies and
examples to overcome these common issues.
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6 How does 'They Say / I Say' Fifth
Edition incorporate current
rhetorical and social issues into its
teaching approach?

The Fifth Edition includes contemporary topics and examples
that reflect ongoing social debates, encouraging students to
apply rhetorical strategies to real-world issues and fostering
critical thinking and engagement.

they say, I say, fifth edition, academic writing, rhetorical strategies, quoting sources, summarizing,
paraphrasing, argumentation, writing techniques, thesis development
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