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The Ones Who Walk Away From
Omelas Mla Citation

the ones who walk away from omelas mla citation In the realm of modern literature, few
stories have sparked as much philosophical debate and introspection as Ursula K. Le Guin's
renowned short story, The Ones Who Walk Away from Omelas. This compelling narrative
challenges readers to confront complex moral dilemmas, societal ethics, and the true cost of
collective happiness. For scholars, students, and avid readers alike, understanding and citing
this work accurately is essential, especially when integrating it into academic writing. Proper
MLA citation of The Ones Who Walk Away from Omelas not only lends credibility but also
respects intellectual property. This article offers a comprehensive guide to understanding the
story's themes, significance, and correct MLA citation practices, ensuring you can incorporate it
effectively into your scholarly work.

Overview of The Ones Who Walk Away from Omelas

Ursula K. Le Guin's The Ones Who Walk Away from Omelas was first published in 1973 in the
anthology New Dimensions 3. The story presents a utopian city called Omelas, where the
happiness and prosperity of its inhabitants are contingent upon the suffering of a single child
kept in misery. The narrative challenges traditional notions of morality, happiness, and societal
complicity. Summary of the Story - Setting: A fictional, idyllic city named Omelas, described as a
place of beauty and joy. - Core dilemma: The happiness of Omelas depends on the suffering of
one child, kept in a dark, neglected space. - Moral reflection: Citizens are aware of the child's
condition; some accept it, others feel conflicted. - Outcome: A subset of inhabitants choose to
walk away from Omelas upon learning the truth, refusing to accept happiness built on suffering.
Themes Explored - Ethical complicity and moral choice - The nature of happiness and its cost -
The societal acceptance of injustice - The concept of moral integrity and individual agency
Understanding these themes helps readers appreciate the depth of Le Guin's storytelling and
the philosophical questions it raises.

Importance of Proper MLA Citation

Citing The Ones Who Walk Away from Omelas correctly in MLA format is critical for academic
integrity and scholarly rigor. Proper citation: - Credits the original author, Ursula K. Le Guin -
Allows readers to locate the original work - Supports your credibility as a writer - Conforms to
academic standards and conventions When to Cite the Story You should cite the story when: -
Quoting directly from the text - Paraphrasing or summarizing key ideas - Analyzing themes or
characters - Including specific details or references Common Citation Pitfalls to Avoid - Incorrect
author attribution - Missing publication details - Using inconsistent formatting Ensuring accuracy
in your citation enhances the quality of your work and demonstrates scholarly professionalism.



How to Cite The Ones Who Walk Away from Omelas in
MLA Format

MLA (Modern Language Association) style provides specific guidelines for citing literary works.
Depending on where you access the story, your citation may vary slightly. Citing the Short Story
in a Literary Collection or Anthology If you are citing the story as part of a collected anthology,
use the following format:

Le Guin, Ursula K. “The Ones Who Walk Away from Omelas.” New Dimensions 3,
edited by Louis Edwards, Gateway Editions, 1973, pp. 3–15.

Breakdown: - Author's name: Last name, First name. - Title of the story: in quotation marks, with
proper capitalization. - Title of the anthology: italicized. - Editor(s): preceded by "edited by." -
Publisher: publisher's name. - Year of publication. - Page range: inclusive pages of the story.
Citing the Story from a Standalone Source or Online If the story is accessed online or as a
standalone publication, format accordingly:

Le Guin, Ursula K. “The Ones Who Walk Away from Omelas.” Ursula K. Le Guin's
Official Website, www.ursulakleguin.com/Omelas.html. Accessed 15 Oct. 2023.

Note: Always include the URL and date of access for online sources. Example of In-Text Citation
When quoting or paraphrasing, include the author's last name and page number (if available): -
(Le Guin 4) If no page number is available, just the author's name suffices: - (Le Guin)

Using MLA Citations Effectively in Your Writing

Incorporating Quotations - Introduce the quote within your sentence. - Use quotation marks for
direct quotes. - Provide an in-text citation immediately after the quote. Paraphrasing and
Summarizing - Restate ideas in your own words. - Still include an in-text citation to credit the
original source. Creating a Works Cited Entry - List all sources alphabetically at the end of your
document. - Use a hanging indent for entries. - Double-space all citations.

Additional Tips for Academic Writing on The Ones Who
Walk Away from Omelas

- Contextualize the story: Explain its publication history and significance. - Analyze the themes:
Connect themes to broader societal or philosophical debates. - Quote selectively: Use
quotations that support your arguments effectively. - Maintain clarity: Ensure your citations
support your analysis rather than overshadow it.

Conclusion

Ursula K. Le Guin's The Ones Who Walk Away from Omelas remains a powerful literary
exploration of morality and societal values. Properly citing this story using MLA format not only
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upholds academic integrity but also enriches your analysis by demonstrating attention to detail
and respect for intellectual property. Whether you're quoting directly or paraphrasing ideas,
adhering to MLA guidelines ensures your work is credible and well-supported. By mastering
these citation practices, you can confidently incorporate Le Guin's thought-provoking narrative
into your scholarly writing and contribute meaningfully to ongoing discussions about ethics,
happiness, and human responsibility.
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The Ones Who Walk Away from Omelas MLA Citation: An Exploration of Moral Dilemmas and
Ethical Reflection The ones who walk away from Omelas MLA citation is a phrase that has
captured the imaginations of philosophers, students, and literary enthusiasts alike. It originates
from Ursula K. Le Guin’s renowned short story, “The Ones Who Walk Away from Omelas,” which
presents a provocative thought experiment about happiness, morality, and societal complicity.
Through its vivid depiction of a utopian city built on a dark secret, the story challenges readers
to confront complex ethical questions about collective happiness at the expense of an innocent
individual. This article aims to delve into the themes of the story, its moral implications, and the
reasons why some individuals choose to walk away, all while providing a comprehensive
analysis grounded in literary and philosophical contexts, supported by MLA citations.
Understanding the Narrative: The Setting and Core Dilemma Ursula K. Le Guin’s “The Ones Who
Walk Away from Omelas” introduces us to a seemingly idyllic city—Omelas—where happiness,
prosperity, and harmony reign. The city is described with lush imagery: “Omelas is a city in a
valley... a beautiful place” (Le Guin 1). However, this serenity hinges on a brutal secret: the
prosperity of Omelas depends on the suffering of a single child, who is kept in filth and neglect,
isolated from society’s joy. The citizens are aware of this child’s plight, and their collective
happiness is directly tied to this sacrifice. The moral core of the story revolves around the
question: can happiness be genuine if it rests upon the suffering of one? Le Guin writes, “They
all understand that their happiness, their very lives, depend on this child's misery” (Le Guin 2).
The citizens’ reactions vary—from some accepting the cruel bargain as necessary, to others
feeling uneasy, and a few choosing to leave the city altogether. The Ethical Implications: A
Philosophical Reflection The story’s central ethical question aligns with utilitarian
principles—maximizing happiness for the greatest number—but complicates it by highlighting
the moral cost of such happiness. The citizens of Omelas accept a moral trade-off: their joy
depends on the suffering of an innocent child. This raises fundamental questions: - Is it morally
permissible to enjoy happiness that depends on the suffering of another? - Should individual
rights and suffering be sacrificed for societal well-being? - What does this story reveal about our
own societies and the price of comfort? Philosopher John Stuart Mill’s utilitarianism suggests
that actions are justified if they promote the greatest happiness (Mill 45). Yet, Le Guin’s
narrative exposes the dark underside of this philosophy—highlighting that the happiness of



many can sometimes come at an unacceptable moral cost. The story scrutinizes whether such a
society, and by extension, our own, can be considered truly just. Why Do Some Walk Away?
Exploring the Motivations A distinctive feature of the story is the group of individuals who, upon
learning the truth about the child, choose to walk away from Omelas. The act of walking away is
symbolic; it signifies a rejection of complicity and moral compromise. But why do they choose to
leave? 1. Moral Rejection of the Injustice Many who walk away do so because they cannot
reconcile the happiness of others with the suffering of one. Their moral compass compels them
to reject a society built on such cruelty. As one character notes, “I am looking for a better place”
(Le Guin 3). This choice underscores a fundamental belief that happiness should not be
predicated on injustice. 2. A Search for Ethical Authenticity Some individuals seek a society
where happiness is genuine, untainted by the suffering of innocents. Walking away symbolizes a
desire for moral integrity—rejecting the false comfort of Omelas for the uncertain pursuit of a
more ethical existence. 3. A Rejection of Societal Norms The act also reflects the discomfort
with societal complicity—questioning whether societal norms and collective acceptance can
ever justify such moral compromises. 4. The Hope for Personal Salvation or Enlightenment For
some, leaving Omelas is an act of spiritual or moral awakening—an assertion that true
happiness cannot be built on injustice, and that moral growth requires rejecting immoral
systems. The Significance of Walking Away: Symbolism and Impact The decision to walk away
from Omelas is powerful and multifaceted. It symbolizes: - Moral Courage: Choosing to leave
signifies a refusal to accept moral wrongdoing, even if it means abandoning comfort and
stability. - Individual Agency: It highlights the power of personal choice in confronting societal
injustices. - Moral Reflection: It encourages readers to examine their own societal structures and
consider whether they, too, benefit from systemic injustices. - Ambiguity and Uncertainty: The
story leaves the destination of those who walk away undefined, emphasizing that moral
decisions often involve uncertainty and sacrifice. While Le Guin does not specify where these
individuals go, their departure invites us to reflect on the importance of moral integrity over
societal acceptance. Contemporary Relevance: Lessons from Omelas in Modern Society The
allegory of Omelas resonates deeply with contemporary issues. Modern societies often face
moral dilemmas where collective happiness or prosperity is intertwined with injustice,
inequality, or exploitation. Examples include: - Supply Chains and Labor Practices: Consumers
enjoy products that may be produced under unethical conditions. - Environmental
Sustainability: Countries and corporations often prioritize economic growth at the expense of
environmental health. - Social Inequalities: Wealth disparities and systemic oppression maintain
societal comfort for some while marginalizing others. In this context, the story challenges us to
ask: - Are we complicit in systems that perpetuate suffering? - Is it possible—or desirable—to
walk away from such systems? - How can individuals and societies strive for ethical
alternatives? Ethical Action and Personal Responsibility Le Guin’s narrative encourages moral
vigilance: recognizing complicity, questioning societal norms, and taking action when possible.
Walking away may be metaphorical for activism, advocacy, or personal choices that challenge
unjust systems. Critiques and Interpretations: Diverse Perspectives While many interpret “The
Ones Who Walk Away from Omelas” as a call for moral integrity, critics have offered varied
perspectives: - Optimistic View: The story highlights the importance of moral awareness and
individual agency to effect change. - Pessimistic View: Some see the story as a critique of
human nature’s acceptance of injustice, implying that true moral purity is impossible in complex
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societies. - Existential Perspective: The act of walking away underscores existential
themes—individuals must confront moral ambiguity and choose their path without clear
guidance. Le Guin’s Intent and Literary Significance Le Guin herself described the story as an
exploration of moral choices and societal complicity (Le Guin, “The Ones Who Walk Away from
Omelas,” 1973). Its enduring relevance lies in its ability to provoke introspection and ethical
debate, prompting readers to examine the foundations of their own happiness and societal
structures. Conclusion: Reflecting on the Moral Compass The ones who walk away from Omelas
MLA citation encapsulates a profound moral dilemma: can happiness be justified when it
depends on the suffering of an innocent? The story’s enduring power lies in its invitation to
reflect on our own societal complicity and personal moral commitments. The act of walking
away is a testament to moral integrity and the human capacity for ethical reflection. As readers,
we are challenged to consider: in our pursuit of happiness and progress, are we willing to
confront uncomfortable truths? And when faced with injustice, will we choose to walk away, or
will we remain, complicit in the system? Ursula K. Le Guin’s story remains a timeless
mirror—urging us to examine the moral foundations of our society and our own lives. Works
Cited Le Guin, Ursula K. “The Ones Who Walk Away from Omelas.” The Wind’s Twelve Quarters,
Harper & Row, 1973, pp. 3–24.

Questions & Answers About the ones who walk away
from omelas mla citation
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Question Answer

1 What is the main theme of 'The
Ones Who Walk Away from
Omelas' by Ursula K. Le Guin?

The main theme centers around the moral dilemma of
happiness at the expense of suffering, exploring
whether a society's happiness justifies the suffering of
an innocent individual.

2 How does Le Guin depict the
city of Omelas in her story?

Le Guin describes Omelas as a utopian city filled with
joy and prosperity, contrasted sharply by the dark
secret of the suffering child that sustains its happiness.

3 What is the significance of the
child in 'The Ones Who Walk
Away from Omelas'?

The child symbolizes the moral cost of societal
happiness, representing innocence and suffering that
some choose to reject or accept.

4 Why do some residents choose
to walk away from Omelas?

They walk away because they cannot accept the moral
compromise of benefiting from the child's suffering and
choose to reject the society's happiness.

5 How does Le Guin's story
challenge the concept of
collective happiness?

It questions whether collective happiness is justifiable
when it depends on the suffering of one, prompting
readers to consider moral ethics and individual
conscience.

6 What is the story's perspective
on moral complicity?

Le Guin suggests that societal complicity in injustice is
pervasive, and individuals must decide whether to
accept or reject this moral burden.



7 How is the story an allegory for
real-world ethical dilemmas?

It serves as an allegory for situations where societal or
institutional benefits are achieved at the expense of
marginalized or suffering individuals, prompting
reflection on moral responsibility.

8 What does the act of walking
away symbolize in the story?

It symbolizes moral rebellion, individual conscience,
and the refusal to accept societal complicity in
injustice.

9 How is the story 'The Ones Who
Walk Away from Omelas'
typically cited in MLA format?

Le Guin, Ursula K. 'The Ones Who Walk Away from
Omelas.' New Yorker, 1973.

10 What are some critical
interpretations of the ending of
'The Ones Who Walk Away from
Omelas'?

Critics interpret the ending as a powerful commentary
on moral choice, emphasizing the importance of
personal integrity and the difficulty of confronting
uncomfortable truths about societal happiness.

Omelas, Ursula K. Le Guin, utopia, dystopia, moral dilemma, ethics, social justice, happiness,
innocence, sacrifice
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