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Oathbringer is the highly anticipated third installment in Brandon Sanderson's epic
fantasy series, The Stormlight Archive. Released in 2017, this novel continues to expand
the rich world of Roshar, delving deeper into its complex characters, intricate political
machinations, and the profound themes of honor, sacrifice, and redemption. As the
series progresses, Sanderson masterfully weaves together multiple storylines, building
toward a crescendo that promises to redefine the fate of Roshar and its inhabitants. In
this article, we will explore the themes, characters, plot developments, and the
significance of Oathbringer within the larger context of the series.

Overview of the Series and Context of Oathbringer

The Stormlight Archive: An Epic Saga

Brandon Sanderson's The Stormlight Archive is a cornerstone of modern fantasy
literature, renowned for its expansive world-building, complex magic systems, and deep
philosophical underpinnings. The series is planned to span ten books, divided into two
five-part arcs. The first two books, The Way of Kings and Words of Radiance, laid the
groundwork for the series' grand narrative, introducing key characters like Kaladin
Stormblessed, Dalinar Kholin, and Shallan Davar.

The Position of Oathbringer in the Series

Oathbringer is positioned as the culmination of the first arc, taking place after the
events of Words of Radiance. It marks a pivotal turning point, both in terms of character
development and plot progression. The novel deepens the exploration of the Knights
Radiant, the mystical orders sworn to protect Roshar, and reveals more about the
ancient history and secrets of the world. It also sets the stage for future conflicts,
mysteries, and revelations that will carry forward into the subsequent books.

Major Themes Explored in Oathbringer

The Nature of Honor and Oaths

One of the central themes of Oathbringer is the exploration of honor—what it means to
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uphold vows, personal integrity, and the moral complexities involved. The concept of
oaths is woven into the fabric of Roshar’s cultures, especially among the Knights
Radiant, whose oaths guide their actions. The novel examines how characters grapple
with their commitments, sometimes facing difficult choices that challenge their
understanding of righteousness.

Redemption and Forgiveness

Characters in Oathbringer are haunted by their pasts, mistakes, and regrets. The novel
emphasizes the possibility of redemption, illustrating that even those burdened by guilt
can find ways to seek forgiveness and change. Dalinar Kholin, in particular, is a focal
point of this theme, as he struggles to reconcile his violent past with his desire to be a
better leader and person.

The Power of Leadership and Responsibility

As conflicts escalate, the importance of leadership becomes a recurring motif. The novel
portrays various leadership styles, from Dalinar’s authoritative yet compassionate
approach to the manipulative tactics of enemies. It underscores the heavy burden of
responsibility borne by those in power, especially when decisions can impact entire
nations.

Plot Summary and Key Events

Dalinar Kholin’s Transformation

A significant storyline in Oathbringer revolves around Dalinar Kholin’s journey from a
war-hardened general to a spiritual and moral leader. Haunted by visions of the ancient
past, Dalinar seeks to unify the Alethi people and confront the looming threat of Odium,
the Despotic god of hatred. His visions reveal long-buried secrets about the history of
the Knights Radiant and the ancient war against the Voidbringers.

The Battle for Alethkar

The novel features intense military conflicts, including massive battles against the
Parshendi and other enemies. Dalinar’s leadership is tested as he navigates political
intrigue and manages the alliances necessary to oppose the impending desolation. The
Siege of Kholinar, the fallen city, is a pivotal event that exposes vulnerabilities and
sparks revelations about the enemy’s motives.

Shallan’s Dual Identity and Discoveries

Shallan Davar’s character arc is expanded as she grapples with her multiple
identities—her public persona, her hidden persona, and her spren-connected powers.



Her journey involves uncovering her past, confronting her fears, and accepting her role
as a Knight Radiant of Light. Her explorations lead to critical discoveries about the
nature of her powers and her connection to the broader mythos.

Kaladin’s Struggles and Growth

Kaladin Stormblessed’s story centers on his internal conflict—his desire to protect those
he loves versus the toll of war and despair. His leadership of the bridgemen and his
newfound powers as a Windrunner are explored in depth. Kaladin’s development
emphasizes themes of hope, resilience, and the importance of trust.

Magic Systems and World-Building in Oathbringer

Surgebinding and the Knights Radiant

Oathbringer delves deeper into the magic of Surgebinding—the ability to manipulate
fundamental forces through bonds with spren. The novel explores the ten orders of
Knights Radiant, each associated with specific Surges and ideals. Key revelations
include the origins of the Radiants, their ancient oaths, and how these powers influence
the current conflict.

The Shardplate and Shardblade

The legendary Shardplate and Shardblade continue to be symbols of power and status.
Their significance is expanded upon, revealing their ancient origins and mystical
properties. The novel also examines how these artifacts relate to the broader themes of
sacrifice and identity.

The Cosmology and Ancient History

Sanderson’s meticulous world-building shines through in the detailed history of Roshar,
including the Desolations, the conflict with Odium, and the ancient Knights Radiant. The
introduction of the Unmade and the true nature of the Voidbringers add layers of
mystery and depth to the mythos.

Character Development and Relationships

Dalinar and Adolin’s Relationship

The novel explores the dynamics between Dalinar and his son Adolin, including themes
of trust, legacy, and reconciliation. Their interactions reveal different perspectives on
leadership and honor.
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Shallan and Adolin

Shallan’s relationship with Adolin is further developed, emphasizing themes of love,
vulnerability, and mutual understanding. Their romantic subplot adds emotional depth
to the narrative.

Kaladin and Syl

Kaladin’s bond with Syl, his spren, remains central to his identity as a Windrunner. Their
relationship symbolizes hope and the importance of connection amidst chaos.

The Significance of Oathbringer within the Series

Setting the Stage for Future Books

Oathbringer introduces numerous mysteries that will be explored in subsequent
volumes, including the true nature of the Voidbringers, the history of the Heralds, and
the full extent of the ancient conflicts. Its revelations about the past are crucial for
understanding the series’ overarching plot.

Impact on the Series’ Mythology

The novel significantly deepens the series’ mythos, especially regarding the origins of
the Knights Radiant, the nature of the Honor and Cultivation, and the cosmic battle
against Odium. These elements will influence future story arcs and character journeys.

Critical Reception and Legacy

Oathbringer was widely praised for its intricate plotting, character depth, and world-
building. While some fans found the volume dense with information, most appreciated
its emotional resonance and scope. It has cemented Brandon Sanderson’s reputation as
a master storyteller and a creator of expansive fantasy worlds.

Conclusion

Oathbringer stands as a monumental achievement within The Stormlight Archive,
blending epic battles, deep character arcs, and profound philosophical themes. It
challenges characters and readers alike to consider the true meaning of honor,
responsibility, and redemption. As the series advances toward its next installments,
Oathbringer remains a cornerstone that enriches the tapestry of Roshar’s history and
sets the stage for the epic conflicts to come. Whether you are a seasoned fan or new to
Sanderson’s work, this novel offers a compelling exploration of heroism and humanity,
cementing its place as one of the most significant fantasy novels of the 21st century.



Oathbringer: The Stormlight Archive Book Three is a monumental installment in
Brandon Sanderson’s renowned epic fantasy series, The Stormlight Archive. Released in
2017, this novel continues the intricate narrative woven across the vast and richly
developed world of Roshar, delving deeper into its complex characters, intricate magic
systems, and overarching themes of leadership, trust, and sacrifice. As the third book in
the series, Oathbringer not only expands the scope of the story but also elevates the
stakes, challenging both its characters and readers to confront profound moral and
existential dilemmas. Overview of The Stormlight Archive Series The Series’
Foundations Brandon Sanderson’s The Stormlight Archive is an ambitious epic fantasy
saga set in a world periodically ravaged by magical storms and war. The series is
characterized by its deep world-building, multifaceted characters, and a detailed magic
system rooted in the concept of Investiture—magical energy sourced from various
Cosmere entities. The series began with The Way of Kings (2010), followed by Words of
Radiance (2014), and then Oathbringer (2017). Each installment builds on the last,
enhancing the complexity and scope of the narrative. Core Themes The series explores
themes such as leadership, honor, trauma, and redemption. It examines how individuals
grow amidst chaos and how personal and political struggles intertwine. Sanderson also
explores the philosophical implications of power, trust, and the moral responsibilities
that come with wielding great influence. Plot Summary and Key Events in Oathbringer
Major Plotlines Oathbringer weaves together multiple storylines, primarily focusing on
the following: - Dalinar Kholin’s Journey: The formerly fiery and impulsive warlord
grapples with visions of his past, his role as a leader, and his quest for unity among the
shattered nations. - Kaladin Stormblessed: The former slave and surgeon’s rise to
leadership as a Knight Radiant, confronting issues of depression, responsibility, and his
role as a protector. - Shallan Davar: Her struggle with her dual identities, her
burgeoning powers, and her quest to understand her past and her place in the larger
conflict. - The Parshendi and Fused: Their ongoing war with humanity and the mysteries
surrounding their origins and motivations. Key Events - Dalinar’s Visions and Past: The
novel reveals Dalinar’s traumatic past, including his violent rise to power and the truth
about the Parshendi’s origins, which reshapes the understanding of the conflict. - The
Battle of Thaylen Field: A pivotal confrontation where the coalition of human forces
faces the Parshendi and their formidable Fused allies. - The Revelation of the True
Enemy: The uncovering of Odium’s influence and the deeper cosmic stakes involved in
the war. - Shallan’s Transformation: Her mastery over her abilities and acceptance of
her complex identity as a Lightweaver. Character Development and Dynamics Dalinar
Kholin: The Steadfast Leader Dalinar’s character arc is central to the novel. Once known
for his impulsive violence and questionable morals, he evolves into a wise, introspective
leader burdened by his past. His visions serve as both a source of wisdom and trauma,
forcing him to confront his previous actions and seek redemption. His efforts to unify the
Alethi and other nations face numerous political and military hurdles, but his personal
growth underscores the theme of leadership rooted in honor and humility. Kaladin
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Stormblessed: The Protector’s Burden Kaladin’s journey from a despairing slave to a
Knight Radiant is a core narrative thread. His struggles with depression, feelings of
inadequacy, and the burden of his powers are depicted with nuance and depth. His
relationships with his squad and his growing understanding of his role as a protector
highlight his evolution from a reluctant hero to a confident leader. Shallan Davar: The
Lightweaver’s Inner Conflict Shallan’s character delves into themes of identity, memory,
and trauma. Her developing powers as a Lightweaver grant her new insights but also
expose her to dangerous truths about her past and her family. Her interactions with her
spren, Pattern, and her internal struggles symbolize her journey toward self-acceptance
and mastery. Supporting Characters Other notable characters include Jasnah Kholin,
whose scholarly pursuits and political influence deepen; Adolin Kholin, Dalinar’s son
grappling with honor and love; and the spren pattern, Syl, who guides and challenges
Shallan. The novel also introduces new characters and factions, adding complexity to the
political and magical landscape. Magic Systems and Cosmology The Knights Radiant and
Surgebinding The magic system of Surgebinding remains central to the series.
Surgebinding involves harnessing specific powers through bonds with spren—mystical
entities representing natural forces or concepts. The ten orders of Knights Radiant each
have unique abilities, such as windrunning, transformation, or illusions. Oathbringer
explores the history and responsibilities of the Radiants, emphasizing the importance of
oaths and moral integrity. The Shards and Their Influence The series is set in a
cosmology where powerful entities known as Shards of Adonalsium influence the
universe. Odium, the antagonist, embodies hatred and chaos, seeking to corrupt and
conquer. The novel deepens the understanding of how these shards influence the world
and the ongoing conflict. Dalinar’s Oaths The concept of oaths is metaphorically and
literally significant. Dalinar’s journey involves reaffirming and understanding his
oaths—particularly the Third Oath, which emphasizes unity and humility. The novel
underscores the importance of moral commitments in wielding power. Themes and
Symbolism Leadership and Honor Oathbringer examines what it means to be a true
leader. Dalinar’s transformation highlights that leadership involves humility, sacrifice,
and the willingness to admit faults. The series challenges traditional notions of honor,
suggesting that true honor requires difficult choices and moral courage. Trauma and
Redemption Characters confront their past traumas, with Sanderson portraying trauma
as an integral part of character growth. Dalinar’s past violence and Kaladin’s depression
are depicted with sensitivity, emphasizing themes of redemption and healing. Trust and
Betrayal The novel explores the fragile nature of trust, especially in political alliances
and personal relationships. Betrayals and secrets threaten to destabilize fragile
coalitions, illustrating that trust must be earned and maintained. The Cosmic Battle At
its core, Oathbringer depicts a cosmic struggle between order and chaos, with humanity
caught in the middle. The narrative explores the idea that understanding one’s true
nature and the nature of the universe is crucial to overcoming darkness. Critical
Reception and Impact Literary Praise Oathbringer received widespread acclaim for its



complex characters, intricate plot, and rich world-building. Critics praised Sanderson’s

ability to balance large-scale battles with intimate character moments, creating an

immersive reading experience. Fan Response Fans appreciated the depth of Dalinar’s

character arc, the revelations about the series’ cosmology, and the emotional resonance

of the story. The novel’s handling of trauma and leadership themes resonated with many

readers, elevating it beyond typical fantasy fare. Commercial Success Oathbringer

performed well commercially, debuting at number one on The New York Times Best

Seller list and solidifying Sanderson’s reputation as a master of modern fantasy.

Conclusion: A Landmark in Modern Fantasy Oathbringer stands as a testament to

Brandon Sanderson’s storytelling mastery. It weaves themes of honor, trauma, and

leadership into a sprawling epic that challenges its characters—and its readers—to

reflect on the nature of power, responsibility, and redemption. As a pivotal point in The

Stormlight Archive series, it sets the stage for future conflicts while providing a

satisfying, emotionally charged culmination of its characters’ journeys. For readers of

epic fantasy, Oathbringer offers a compelling blend of action, philosophy, and character

depth that cements its status as a modern classic in the genre.

Questions & Answers About oathbringer the stormlight

archive book three

N Question Answer
o

1 | What are the main themes '‘Oathbringer' delves into themes of leadership,
explored in 'Oathbringer,’ trust, trauma, redemption, and the struggle
the third book in The between good and evil, expanding on the personal
Stormlight Archive? and political conflicts faced by the characters as

they confront the Desolation and their own inner
demons.

2 | How does Dalinar Kholin's Dalinar's character arc in 'Oathbringer' focuses on
character develop in his journey from a warrior haunted by his past to a
'‘Oathbringer'? wise and compassionate leader. He grapples with

accepting his past sins, forging alliances, and
reconciling his visions with his actions to unite the
Alethi and defend Roshar.

3 | What new powers or systems | In 'Oathbringer,' the story expands on the Radiant
of magic are introduced in orders' abilities, introduces deeper insight into the
'‘Oathbringer'? nature of Spren and the Cognitive Realm, and

explores the use of Shardplate and Shardblade
magic, as well as new revelations about the history
of the Knights Radiant and the Voidbringers.
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4 | How does 'Oathbringer"
advance the overall plot of
The Stormlight Archive
series?

'‘Oathbringer' advances the series by revealing the
origins of the Desolation, deepening the conflicts
between humans and Voidbringers, and setting the
stage for the final confrontations. It also explores
the complex relationships among key characters
and introduces significant new threats and
alliances.

5 | What are some of the most
impactful moments in
'‘Oathbringer' that fans are
still discussing?

Fans frequently discuss Dalinar's confrontation
with his past and his visions, the revelation of the
true nature of the Nightwatcher, the Battle of
Thaylen Field, and the emotional revelations about
the origins of the Voidbringers and the history of
the Heralds, all of which significantly shape the
series' trajectory.

Stormlight Archive, Brandon Sanderson, fantasy novel, epic fantasy, Roshar, Dalinar
Kholin, Kaladin Stormblessed, Shallan Davar, Azash, Knights Radiant
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