Why Revival Tarries

why revival tarries: Understanding the Causes and How to Overcome Them Revival is often seen as a
sudden move of God's Spirit, bringing spiritual awakening, renewal, and transformation to individuals,
churches, and communities. Yet, throughout history, many believers and church leaders have observed
that revival often tarries—that is, it is delayed or does not happen as swiftly or as broadly as hoped. This
phenomenon can be frustrating and perplexing, leading many to ask: why does revival tarry? In this
comprehensive article, we will explore the various reasons behind the delay of revival, analyze the
underlying spiritual, cultural, and societal factors, and provide practical guidance on how to position
ourselves for revival's timely arrival.

Understanding the Concept of Revival

Before delving into why revival tarries, it's essential to define what revival truly entails. Revival refers to a
renewed interest in spiritual things, a passionate pursuit of God, and a significant increase in spiritual
vitality within a church or community. It often manifests through conversions, repentance, increased
prayer, and a deeper commitment to Christ. Key aspects of revival include: - Personal spiritual renewal -
Corporate awakening - Societal transformation - Increased holiness and righteousness While revival is a
sovereign move of God, human factors significantly influence its timing and manifestation.

Common Reasons Why Revival Tarries

Understanding why revival tarries involves examining spiritual, societal, and personal factors. Below are
some of the most prevalent reasons.

1. Spiritual Conditions of the Church and Believers

One of the primary reasons revival delays is the spiritual state of the church and its members. Key points:
- Lack of Repentance: Without genuine repentance, spiritual renewal cannot take root. - Compromise and
Worldliness: When believers embrace worldly values, they hinder God's work. - Unprepared Hearts:
Revival requires humility and surrender; if believers are proud or complacent, revival stalls. - Neglect of
Prayer and Fasting: Prayer is the spiritual fuel for revival; neglect weakens its potential.

2. Unconfessed Sin and Hindrances

Unconfessed sin within individuals and the broader community can act as barriers. Common hindrances
include: - Personal sins such as greed, pride, or immorality - Structural sins like injustice and corruption -
Generational curses or spiritual strongholds These barriers need to be addressed through repentance
and spiritual warfare.
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3. Lack of Expectation and Faith

Revival often requires an active faith and expectancy. Factors impacting faith include: - Past
disappointments or failed expectations - A skeptical or cynical attitude toward revival - Lack of prayerful
anticipation When believers do not actively expect or pray for revival, its arrival can be delayed.

4. Cultural and Societal Barriers

Modern culture often promotes secularism, materialism, and individualism, which oppose spiritual
awakening. Examples include: - Media and entertainment that promote worldly values - Laws and
policies that marginalize religious expressions - A general apathy toward spiritual matters These societal
factors can create a hostile environment for revival.

5. Delay in Spiritual Preparation

Revival often requires spiritual preparation on a personal and collective level. Preparation steps include: -
Deep repentance and humility - Seeking God's face through prayer and fasting - Cultivating a heart of
humility and dependence on God Without proper preparation, revival can be delayed or diluted.

6. Timing and Sovereignty of God

Ultimately, revival is under God's sovereign control. Sometimes, the delay is part of divine timing.
Considerations: - God may be waiting for certain spiritual conditions to be met - Delays serve to build
greater spiritual hunger and dependence - God's mercy and patience often extend the timeline for revival

How to Overcome the Delays and Prepare for Revival

While some factors are beyond human control, believers can actively position themselves for revival by
addressing the conditions that hinder it.
1. Cultivate Genuine Repentance and Holiness

Repentance is the foundation of revival. Practical steps: - Regular self-examination and confession -
Turning away from sin and embracing righteousness - Encouraging corporate repentance within the
church

2. Foster Expectancy and Faith

Believers should actively pray and expect God's move. Suggestions: - Pray with faith and anticipation -
Study revival history to build hope - Declare prophetic words and promises

3. Deepen Prayer and Fasting

Prayer and fasting are vital for spiritual breakthroughs. Practices: - Organize prayer meetings focused on
revival - Encourage personal fasting to seek God's face - Use prayer guides and revival scriptures



4. Remove Unnecessary Barriers

Identify and eliminate personal and communal sins. Approach: - Conduct spiritual audits - Address
injustices and relational brokenness - Promote unity and reconciliation

5. Engage in Community and Cultural Transformation

Be a light in society. Actions: - Live out Christ's love in daily interactions - Advocate for justice and
righteousness - Share the gospel actively

6. Trust in God's Sovereignty and Timing

Remember, revival is ultimately God's work. Encouragement: - Remain patient and persistent - Continue
praying and preparing - Celebrate small spiritual wins as signs of impending revival

Historical Examples of Revival and Lessons Learned

Studying past revivals can provide insight into why they sometimes tarried and how they eventually
manifested.

1. The Welsh Revival (1904-1905)

Key lessons: - Prayer and intercession were central - Repentance and holiness paved the way - Delays
were overcome through persistent faith

2. The Azusa Street Revival (1906)

Key points: - Emphasized prayer, holiness, and unity - Demonstrated that spiritual preparation
accelerates revival

3. The Great Awakening (18th Century)

Insights: - Societal transformation followed spiritual renewal - Revival often required a spiritual awakening
before societal change

Conclusion: Embracing the Path Toward Revival

Revival tarries because of a complex interplay of spiritual, cultural, and divine factors. However, believers
are called to be active participants in preparing the soil of their hearts and communities. Through genuine
repentance, prayer, faith, and unwavering expectation, we can align ourselves with God's timing and
purposes. Remember, revival is not just a fleeting event but a continuous process of spiritual
renewal—one that requires perseverance, humility, and dependence on God's sovereignty. By
understanding the reasons behind the delay and diligently working to remove hindrances, we position
ourselves for God's Spirit to move powerfully and bring about lasting revival. Keywords for SEO
optimization: - Why revival tarries - Causes of delayed revival - How to hasten revival - Signs of revival
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delay - Preparing for spiritual revival - Revival history and lessons - Spiritual awakening barriers -
Overcoming revival delays - God's timing for revival - How to pray for revival

Why Revival Tarries: Unraveling the Complexities Behind Spiritual and Cultural Rebirths The phrase
“why revival tarries” resonates deeply within religious, cultural, and societal discourses. For centuries,
communities and faith groups have yearned for divine or cultural renewal, only to find that such revivals
often seem delayed or elusive. This persistent phenomenon raises critical questions: Why does revival,
whether spiritual or cultural, sometimes delay or appear to be slow in manifesting? What are the
underlying causes that hinder the swift realization of renewal? Addressing these questions demands a
thorough exploration of historical patterns, theological insights, societal factors, and psychological
dynamics that contribute to the delay or “tarrying” of revival. This article aims to provide a
comprehensive, investigative analysis into why revival tarries, examining various dimensions that
influence the pace and success of renewal movements. We will delve into theological concepts, historical
case studies, societal barriers, and internal community dynamics to understand the multifaceted reasons
behind the often slow progress of revival.

The Theological Perspective: Divine Timing and Human
Responsibility

Understanding Divine Sovereignty and Human Agency

Many religious traditions posit that revival is ultimately governed by divine sovereignty. Theologically, it is
believed that God’s timing is perfect, and human efforts, while necessary, cannot force revival to happen
prematurely. This understanding can lead to a perception that revival “tarries” because it is awaiting
divine approval or an appointed time. However, this divine-human interaction complicates the process.
While faith communities pray and prepare, they often wrestle with the tension between trusting divine
sovereignty and actively seeking to expedite the process through spiritual discipline and evangelism. Key
points include: - The concept of “appointed times” in scripture (e.g., Galatians 4:4, Acts 1:7). - The role of
prayer, fasting, and repentance as catalysts versus passive waiting. - The idea that human sin,
complacency, or disobedience can delay divine intervention.

The Role of Repentance and Holiness

Revival is frequently linked to repentance and moral renewal. When communities neglect personal and
collective holiness, spiritual stagnation ensues, potentially delaying revival. Theologically, revival often
requires a “people prepared” through repentance, humility, and a turning back to God. This dynamic
suggests that: - Revival is not purely a divine act but also contingent upon human response. - Persistent
sin, complacency, or spiritual apathy can act as barriers. - Genuine revival often begins with a recognition
of collective guilt and a willingness to change.



Historical Case Studies: Patterns of Delay and Delay Factors

The Great Awakenings and Their Tarrying Aspects

Historically, major revival movements such as the First and Second Great Awakenings in America
demonstrate that revival is rarely instantaneous. These movements spanned years or decades, often
beginning with small sparks before igniting widespread renewal. Analyzing these movements reveals
patterns: - Initial stirring often faced resistance from entrenched institutions. - Societal upheavals or moral
crises often preceded revival. - Genuine revival required persistent prayer, preaching, and societal
engagement over long periods.

Revival Failures and Missed Opportunities

Not all revival efforts succeed or occur as swiftly as desired. For instance, the 1904 Welsh Revival
experienced delays in societal impact despite spiritual fervor. Factors contributing to delays include: -
Cultural resistance rooted in tradition or skepticism. - Political interference or suppression. - Internal
divisions within movements, leading to fragmentation. These case studies highlight that external societal
pressures and internal community issues can significantly hinder the speed of revival.

Societal and Cultural Barriers to Revival

Resistance from Established Power Structures

One of the most persistent barriers to revival is resistance from existing societal or religious institutions
that feel threatened by change. They may: - Denounce revival as heresy or emotionalism. - Enforce
doctrinal rigidity to suppress emerging spiritual expressions. - Use political or social power to quench
revival movements. This institutional pushback can delay or diminish the impact of revival efforts.

Cultural Apathy and Complacency

Modern societies may exhibit apathy towards spiritual renewal due to: - Secularization and the decline of
religious influence. - Materialism overshadowing spiritual pursuits. - Media and entertainment that distract
from spiritual matters. Such cultural attitudes create an environment where revival struggles to gain
momentum or sustain itself.

Socioeconomic Factors

Economic hardship or prosperity can influence spiritual awakening: - Hardship often prompts reflection
and repentance, catalyzing revival. - Prosperity can lead to complacency, reducing perceived need for
spiritual renewal. - Socioeconomic disparities can fragment communities, complicating collective revival
efforts.
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Internal Community Dynamics: Obstacles from Within

Division and Disunity

Revival demands unity among believers. Internal conflicts, doctrinal disputes, or leadership disputes can
cause delays: - Divisions weaken collective resolve and distract from spiritual pursuits. - Leadership
struggles can stall momentum and create disillusionment. - Lack of shared vision hampers coordinated
efforts.

Spiritual Apathy and Complacency

Community members may resist change due to: - Comfort in familiarity and routine. - Fear of social
repercussions or alienation. - Lack of genuine repentance or humility. This internal resistance can slow or
prevent the outpouring of divine grace.

Lack of Preparedness and Expectation

Revival often requires a community to be spiritually prepared and expectant. When believers are
unprepared or skeptical, revival tarries: - Low levels of prayer and spiritual discipline. - Lack of intentional
outreach or evangelism. - Underestimation of the Holy Spirit’s desire to move.

Psychological and Emotional Factors Influencing Revival Timing

Fear and Skepticism

Fear of change, loss of control, or skepticism about revival's authenticity can hinder community
openness. Such mental barriers slow collective acceptance and participation.

Hope Deferred and Disillusionment

Repeated delays can lead to disillusionment, causing communities to lose hope or become cynical about
revival prospects.

Emotional Burnout

Prolonged efforts without visible results can exhaust spiritual leaders and laypersons, leading to reduced
enthusiasm and engagement.

Strategies to Overcome the Tarrying Barrier

While understanding why revival tarries is crucial, communities can adopt strategies to accelerate or
facilitate the process: 1. Intensive Prayer and Repentance: Cultivating a culture of prayer, fasting, and
humility. 2. Unity and Reconciliation: Addressing divisions and fostering community cohesion. 3.
Addressing Societal Barriers: Engaging with cultural and societal issues that hinder revival. 4. Training



and Preparation: Equipping believers to recognize and steward revival when it comes. 5. Persistent Faith
and Expectation: Maintaining hope and active anticipation of divine movement.

Conclusion: Embracing the Mystery of Divine Timing

The question of why revival tarries remains complex, woven with divine sovereignty, human
responsibility, societal factors, and internal community dynamics. While it is tempting to demand swift
spiritual renewal, history and theology teach us that true revival often requires patience, preparation, and
perseverance. Understanding these layers encourages believers and communities to remain steadfast,
prayerful, and humble. Recognizing that delays serve a divine purpose—perhaps to prepare hearts,
purify motives, or deepen faith—can transform waiting into active anticipation. Ultimately, revival is a
divine gift that unfolds in its appointed time, and faith communities are called to cooperate with divine
grace, confident that in due season, the Spirit will move mightily. The journey of revival, with all its delays
and tarrying, underscores the importance of trust, perseverance, and hope—knowing that divine timing is
perfect, and that every delay carries within it the seeds for a greater outpouring of God's Spirit.

Questions & Answers About why revival tarries

No Question Answer
1 What does it mean when a When a spiritual revival tarries, it means that the anticipated
spiritual revival tarries? and much-desired move of God is delayed or not happening

as quickly as expected, often due to various spiritual,
societal, or personal factors.

2 | Why do revivals often tarry despite | Revivals may tarry because of unresolved sin, lack of
sincere prayers and efforts? genuine repentance, spiritual complacency, or divine timing
that requires certain conditions to be met before the move of
God can occur fully.

3 | How can believers contribute to Believers can contribute by repenting of their sins, praying

breaking the delay of revival? fervently, seeking God's face sincerely, and aligning their
lives with His will to create an environment conducive for
revival.

4 | Are there biblical examples of Yes, for instance, the Israelites' spiritual decline delayed
revival delays, and what can we God's promises. From such examples, we learn the
learn from them? importance of humility, obedience, and consistent prayer to

facilitate divine intervention.

5 | What role does collective Collective repentance helps remove spiritual barriers,
repentance play in hastening demonstrates humility before God, and creates an
revival? atmosphere that invites His Spirit to move powerfully, thus

helping to expedite revival.

6 | Can personal spiritual growth Absolutely. Personal spiritual growth, such as increased
influence the timing of revival? faith, holiness, and devotion, can contribute to a larger

spiritual climate that encourages and accelerates revival.
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7 | Is divine timing responsible for Yes, divine timing is essential in God's plans. Certain
why revival tarries? conditions must be met, and God often waits for the right
spiritual climate or readiness before unleashing revival.

8 | How does societal sin impact the | Widespread societal sin can hinder revival by creating
delay of revival? spiritual barriers, diminishing God's presence, and delaying
the manifestation of His Spirit among His people.

9 | What practical steps can churches | Churches can prioritize prayer, promote genuine repentance,

take to prevent revival from pursue holiness, foster unity, and actively seek God's
tarrying? presence to create an environment where revival can swiftly
occur.

spiritual awakening, divine timing, faith, patience, prayer, revival delay, prophetic fulfillment, spiritual
growth, divine plan, perseverance
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