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Snhu Undergraduate Terms
SNHU Undergraduate Terms: A Complete Guide to Navigating Southern New Hampshire University Embarking on
your undergraduate journey at Southern New Hampshire University (SNHU) involves becoming familiar with a variety of
specific terms and concepts that are unique to the institution. Understanding these SNHU undergraduate terms can help you
navigate your academic path more effectively, ensuring you maximize your educational experience and meet your personal
and professional goals. Whether you are a prospective student, a current undergraduate, or a parent supporting a student,
this comprehensive guide will clarify key terminology associated with SNHU's undergraduate programs.

Core Academic Terms at SNHU
Understanding the fundamental academic terminology is essential to grasp how SNHU structures its undergraduate
programs.

Undergraduate Degree Programs
SNHU offers several undergraduate degree options, primarily:

Bachelor of Arts (BA)1.
Bachelor of Science (BS)2.
Bachelor of Fine Arts (BFA)3.
Online Bachelor's Degrees4.

Each program is designed with specific career paths and academic interests in mind, providing flexibility and specialization.

Major and Minor
- Major: The primary field of study a student chooses, such as Business Administration, Psychology, or Computer Science. -
Minor: A secondary concentration that complements the major, allowing for broader expertise or specialization.

General Education Requirements
These are foundational courses that provide broad knowledge and skills, such as writing, critical thinking, and quantitative
reasoning, necessary for a well-rounded education.

Electives
Courses outside of your major or minor that allow you to explore other interests, fulfill graduation requirements, or develop
new skills.

Enrollment and Academic Terms
Familiarity with SNHU’s academic calendar and enrollment processes can help you plan effectively.

Term and Semester
SNHU operates on multiple terms throughout the year:

Fall Term1.
Spring Term2.



Summer Term3.

Each term lasts about 8-15 weeks, depending on the program.

Application Terms
- Prospective Student: An individual applying to SNHU for undergraduate admission. - Enrolled Student: A student who
has been accepted and has officially registered for courses. - Readmission: When a former student applies to return after a
period of absence.

Registration and Drop/Add Periods
- Students register during designated periods before each term begins. - The Drop/Add period allows students to modify their
course schedules without penalty.

Financial Terms and Support
Understanding financial terminology is crucial to managing your education costs.

Tuition and Fees
- Tuition: The cost per credit or per program, which varies depending on residency status and program. - Fees: Additional
costs such as technology, registration, or lab fees.

Financial Aid Terms
- FAFSA: Free Application for Federal Student Aid, necessary for federal grants, loans, and work-study. - Scholarships:
Merit-based or need-based awards that do not require repayment. - Grants: Need-based financial aid that typically does not
require repayment. - Loans: Borrowed funds that must be repaid with interest.

Payment Plans
SNHU offers payment plans to help students spread out tuition payments over time, making higher education more
accessible.

Academic Policies and Support Services
Familiarity with SNHU policies ensures you remain compliant and make the most of available resources.

Academic Standing
- Good Standing: Maintaining the minimum GPA required to remain enrolled. - Probation: A warning status for students
falling below GPA requirements. - Dismissal: When a student fails to meet academic standards and must leave the
university.

Graduation Requirements
- Completion of all required courses with a minimum GPA. - Satisfying residency requirements (if applicable). - Submission of
application for graduation by deadlines.
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Advising and Support
SNHU provides academic advising to help students select courses, plan their degree path, and address academic challenges.

Online Learning Specific Terms
SNHU is renowned for its online undergraduate programs, which come with unique terminology.

Learning Management System (LMS)
SNHU uses an LMS platform (like Brightspace) to deliver course materials, facilitate discussions, and submit assignments.

Asynchronous and Synchronous Learning
- Asynchronous: Learning that does not require real-time participation; students work on their own schedule. -
Synchronous: Live classes or sessions scheduled at specific times.

Course Components
-

Lectures and Readings1.
Discussion Forums2.
Quizzes and Exams3.
Assignments and Projects4.

Technical Support Terms
SNHU offers resources like IT Help Desk and tutorial guides to assist with technical issues related to online learning
platforms.

Student Life and Engagement Terms
Beyond academics, SNHU emphasizes student engagement and community.

Student Organizations and Clubs
Groups centered around academic interests, hobbies, or professional development.

Internships and Co-op Programs
Opportunities for practical experience integrated into the undergraduate curriculum.

Alumni Network
A community of graduates that offers networking, mentorship, and career opportunities.



Conclusion
Familiarity with SNHU undergraduate terms equips you with the knowledge necessary for a successful academic experience.
From understanding degree options and enrollment processes to navigating financial aid and online learning components,
grasping these terms enhances your ability to plan your education strategically. As you progress, continue exploring SNHU’s
resources and support services to make the most of your undergraduate journey. Remember, being informed is the first step
toward achieving your academic and professional aspirations at Southern New Hampshire University.

SNHU Undergraduate Terms: A Comprehensive Guide to Navigating Southern New Hampshire University's Academic
Landscape Understanding the terminology associated with Southern New Hampshire University (SNHU) can be a daunting
task for new students, prospective applicants, or even current undergraduates seeking clarity on their academic journey.
The university’s unique structure, policies, and terminology are designed to support a flexible and student-centered
education model. This article aims to provide an in-depth exploration of the most common undergraduate terms at SNHU,
equipping readers with the knowledge needed to navigate their academic experience confidently.

Introduction to SNHU’s Academic Environment
Before delving into specific terms, it’s essential to grasp the overarching framework of SNHU’s undergraduate programs.
Known for its focus on online education and accessibility, SNHU offers a diverse array of undergraduate degrees,
emphasizing flexibility, affordability, and career readiness. Its student-centric approach is reflected in its terminology, which
often emphasizes support systems, flexible pathways, and competency-based learning.

Key Undergraduate Terms at SNHU
This section breaks down the most important terms and concepts that define the SNHU undergraduate experience.

1. Undergraduate Degree Programs
Definition: Undergraduate programs at SNHU typically refer to bachelor’s degrees, which are the foundational higher
education credentials. The most common undergraduate degrees offered include Bachelor of Arts (B.A.), Bachelor of Science
(B.S.), and Bachelor of Business Administration (B.B.A.). Details: - Bachelor’s Degree: The standard undergraduate credential
awarded upon completion of a program usually lasting four years. - Online and On-campus Options: SNHU’s flexibility allows
students to choose between fully online programs or on-campus experiences where available. - Major and Minor: Students
select a primary area of study (major) and often can choose a secondary focus (minor), allowing for specialization and
broader knowledge.

2. Term and Semester Terminology
Definition: SNHU operates on a term-based academic calendar, generally divided into multiple terms per year, with specific
terminology associated with these periods. Details: - Term: The basic academic period during which courses are taught.
SNHU typically offers 8-week terms, allowing for accelerated coursework. - Semester: While the traditional term structure is
often semester-based, SNHU’s focus on shorter terms means students often complete courses more quickly. - Start Terms:
The specific periods when students begin their coursework, such as Winter, Spring, Summer, and Fall terms. - Session:
Within a term, courses may be offered in different sessions, such as full-term or accelerated sessions.

3. Credit Hours and Completion Requirements
Definition: Credit hours quantify the amount of coursework completed, and are critical for degree progression. Details: -
Credit Hour: A unit that reflects the number of hours spent in class per week, typically around 3-4 hours for a standard
course. - Total Credit Hours: Most bachelor’s programs require around 120-130 credit hours for completion. - Credit Transfer:
SNHU accepts transfer credits from accredited institutions, allowing students to accelerate their path or fulfill prerequisites.
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4. Academic Standing and Progress
Definition: Terms related to a student’s performance and eligibility to continue studies. Details: - Good Academic Standing:
Maintaining a minimum GPA, usually 2.0 or higher, to remain enrolled. - Probation: When a student’s GPA falls below the
minimum, they may be placed on academic probation with specific conditions to return to good standing. - Academic
Suspension: A more severe status that may occur after repeated probation, requiring a formal review before reinstatement.

5. Degree Pathways and Academic Policies
Definition: The structured routes students follow to complete their degrees, including policies that support flexibility. Details:
- Degree Completion Plan: An individualized roadmap outlining courses needed for graduation. - Prior Learning Assessment:
Recognition of learning acquired outside traditional coursework, such as work experience or military service, which may
count toward degree requirements. - Curriculum Flexibility: SNHU’s approach allows students to tailor their coursework,
including choosing electives aligned with career goals.

Specialized Undergraduate Terms at SNHU
Beyond the general academic terminology, SNHU employs specific terms related to its unique offerings and student support
systems.

1. Competency-Based Education (CBE)
Definition: A learning model where students demonstrate mastery of skills and knowledge at their own pace, often used in
SNHU’s online programs. Details: - Self-Paced Learning: Students progress as they demonstrate competency, rather than
moving through courses based solely on time. - Flexible Assessment: Mastery is proven through various assessments, such
as projects, exams, or portfolios. - Advantages: Allows students with prior knowledge or work experience to accelerate their
degree completion.

2. Prior Learning Assessment (PLA)
Definition: The process of evaluating non-traditional learning experiences for college credit. Details: - Methods: Portfolio
assessments, challenge exams, or evaluations of work experience. - Benefits: Reduces time and cost to degree completion,
recognizing real-world skills.

3. Transfer Credits
Definition: Credits earned at other accredited institutions that are accepted by SNHU toward degree requirements. Details: -
Transfer Policy: SNHU has a generous transfer credit policy, often accepting up to 90 credits. - Transfer Evaluation: Students
submit transcripts for evaluation to determine applicable credits. - Impact: Facilitates a seamless transition for students
transferring from other colleges or universities.

4. Academic Support Services
Definition: Resources provided to help students succeed academically. Details: - Tutoring: Online tutoring services for
various subjects. - Writing Center: Assistance with writing assignments and research. - Academic Advising: Personalized
guidance to select courses, plan careers, and meet graduation requirements.

5. Graduation Requirements
Definition: The set of academic criteria students must fulfill to earn their degree. Details: - Credit Hours: Completion of
required credits. - GPA: Maintaining a minimum GPA (often 2.0) for graduation eligibility. - Capstone or Final Project: Some



programs require a culminating project or thesis. - Residency Requirement: For on-campus students, a minimum number of
credits must be completed on-site (if applicable).

Financial Terms and Policies
Understanding the financial aspects is crucial for undergraduates at SNHU, whose policies are designed to promote
affordability and transparency.

1. Tuition and Fees
- Tuition Rates: Vary depending on program and delivery method, with online programs typically more affordable. -
Additional Fees: May include technology, lab, or graduation fees.

2. Financial Aid
- Federal Aid: FAFSA application necessary for federal grants and loans. - Scholarships: Merit-based, need-based, or program-
specific scholarships offered by SNHU. - Payment Plans: Options to spread out tuition payments over time.

3. Cost of Attendance (COA)
- The estimated total cost for attending SNHU, including tuition, fees, books, and personal expenses.

Conclusion: Navigating SNHU’s Undergraduate Terms for
Success
SNHU’s undergraduate terminology reflects its commitment to flexibility, recognition of prior learning, and student success.
From understanding the structure of terms and credits to leveraging competency-based education and support services,
students can navigate their academic journey with clarity and confidence. Recognizing these key terms not only demystifies
the university’s processes but also empowers students to make informed decisions, plan their careers effectively, and
achieve their educational goals efficiently. Whether you are a prospective student exploring your options or a current
undergrad planning your path to graduation, familiarizing yourself with SNHU’s terminology is an essential step toward
academic success and lifelong learning.

Questions & Answers About snhu undergraduate terms

No Question Answer

1 What does 'Undergraduate' mean at
SNHU?

At SNHU, 'Undergraduate' refers to students pursuing a bachelor's
degree or associate degree program before entering graduate studies
or the workforce.

2 What are the common undergraduate
degree programs offered at SNHU?

SNHU offers a variety of undergraduate programs including Bachelor of
Arts, Bachelor of Science, and Bachelor of Business Administration
across fields like education, healthcare, business, and technology.

3 How is the undergraduate tuition
structured at SNHU?

SNHU provides transparent, flat-rate tuition for undergraduate
programs, with options for online and on-campus learning, making it
easier for students to plan financially.

4 What does 'General Education' mean in
SNHU undergraduate terms?

General Education at SNHU refers to foundational courses across
various disciplines designed to develop critical thinking, communication,
and analytical skills for undergraduates.
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5 Are there any specific terms for online
undergraduate students at SNHU?

Yes, online undergraduate students at SNHU are often referred to as
'SNHU Online Learners,' benefiting from flexible scheduling and digital
resources tailored for remote education.

6 What is a 'Credit Hour' in SNHU
undergraduate programs?

A credit hour represents the amount of work required for a course. At
SNHU, most undergraduate courses are 3-4 credit hours, contributing to
the total credits needed for graduation.

7 Can SNHU undergraduate students
transfer credits from other institutions?

Yes, SNHU accepts transfer credits from accredited institutions, allowing
students to apply previous coursework toward their degree
requirements, subject to evaluation.
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