The Marriage Of Anansewa Summary

The marriage of anansewa summary offers a fascinating glimpse into the rich tapestry of
Ghanaian drama and storytelling. This theatrical piece, written by the renowned Ghanaian
playwright Efua Sutherland, is a compelling comedy that explores themes of love, deception,
societal expectations, and the cunning nature of women within Ghanaian culture. As one of Efua
Sutherland’s most celebrated works, the play provides both entertainment and social
commentary, making it a significant piece in the canon of African drama. In this article, we delve
into a comprehensive summary of The Marriage of Anansewa, highlighting its plot, characters,
themes, and cultural relevance.

Overview of The Marriage of Anansewa

The Marriage of Anansewa is a theatrical comedy that centers around the character of Anansewa,
a young woman whose father, Odewale, is eager to secure her a good marriage. The play is set in
a Ghanaian context, reflecting traditional customs, societal pressures, and the humorous ways
individuals navigate love and marriage. Efua Sutherland employs humor, satire, and vivid
characterizations to critique societal norms while also celebrating the wit and resilience of
women.

Plot Summary

Introduction of Main Characters
Before the story unfolds, it is essential to introduce the main characters:

1. Anansewa: The clever and resourceful daughter of Odewale, who is determined to marry a
wealthy man.

2. Odewale: Anansewa’s father, obsessed with securing a wealthy suitor for his daughter.

3. Wicked Men/Scammers: Men who pretend to be wealthy suitors to manipulate Anansewa and
Odewale for personal gain.

4. Traditional Elders: Represent societal norms and customs regarding marriage and social
status.

Initial Situation

The play begins with Odewale’s desire to marry off his daughter, Anansewa, to a wealthy and
influential man. To achieve this, Odewale is willing to do anything, including resorting to
deception. Anansewa, aware of her father’s schemes, is both amused and wary of his relentless
pursuit of a high-status marriage.
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Deception and the Search for a Suitor

Odewale, in his desperation, enlists the help of several scammers and impostors, claiming they
are wealthy suitors. These men often pretend to be rich, influential, and suitable for Anansewa.
Odewale’s goal is to impress the elders and secure a prestigious marriage for his daughter.
Anansewa, however, is not entirely passive. She often uses her wit to manipulate her father and
the suitors, sometimes pretending to be interested and other times playing along to teach her
father a lesson. She recognizes the foolishness of her father’s obsession with wealth and social
status.

The Role of Anansewa’s Wit

Throughout the play, Anansewa demonstrates her intelligence and cleverness. She crafts schemes
to outwit the scammers and her father, often turning their plans against them. Her
resourcefulness highlights her independence and the importance of female agency within a
traditional society.

Resolution and Moral Lessons

As the play progresses, the deception unravels. The impostors are exposed, and Odewale realizes
the folly of valuing wealth over genuine affection and moral integrity. Anansewa’s cleverness
ultimately saves her from an undesirable marriage, and the play concludes with a humorous yet
meaningful reflection on societal values.

Key Themes in The Marriage of Anansewa

Marriage and Social Status

A central theme is the societal emphasis on marriage as a means of elevating social standing.
Odewale’s obsession with marrying his daughter to a wealthy man reflects societal pressures to
prioritize wealth and status over personal happiness and compatibility.

Deception and Cunning

The play explores how deception can be used both negatively and positively. The scammers
deceive Odewale, but Anansewa uses her wit to outsmart them. The theme underscores the
importance of intelligence and resourcefulness in navigating societal challenges.

Female Agency and Wit

Anansewa’s character embodies female intelligence and independence. Her ability to manipulate
the situation demonstrates that women, even within traditional settings, possess agency and can
influence their destinies.



Traditional Customs vs. Modern Values

The play juxtaposes traditional customs regarding marriage and societal expectations with
modern ideas about individual choice and morality. This tension adds depth to the comedy and
social critique.

Cultural Significance of The Marriage of Anansewa

The Marriage of Anansewa is not only entertainment but also a reflection of Ghanaian society and
cultural values. It portrays traditional marriage customs, social hierarchy, and the importance of
wit and intelligence in Ghanaian life. The play encourages audiences to question societal norms
while appreciating the humor that arises from human folly. Efua Sutherland’s Contribution Efua
Sutherland’s work is instrumental in promoting African literature and drama. Her plays often
incorporate African customs, folklore, and language, making her a pioneer in cultural
preservation through theater. The Marriage of Anansewa exemplifies her talent for blending
humor with social critique. Relevance Today Even in modern Ghanaian society, themes from the
play remain relevant. Issues such as the value placed on wealth, the role of women in decision-
making, and the use of wit to navigate societal pressures continue to resonate.

Conclusion

The Marriage of Anansewa is a timeless piece that combines humor, social critique, and cultural
reflection. Its engaging plot, memorable characters, and relevant themes make it a significant
work in African theatre. The play encourages audiences to reflect on societal values and the
importance of intelligence and morality in personal and social life. Efua Sutherland’s masterful
storytelling ensures that The Marriage of Anansewa remains a cherished and influential drama in
Ghanaian literature and beyond. Summary of Key Points: - The play centers around Anansewa’s
marriage and her father’s schemes. - Themes include social status, deception, female agency, and
cultural customs. - Anansewa’s wit exemplifies the importance of intelligence in overcoming
societal challenges. - The play’s humorous approach masks serious social commentary. - It reflects
Ghanaian cultural values and remains relevant today. For anyone interested in African drama, The
Marriage of Anansewa provides a captivating insight into Ghanaian society, showcasing how
humor and intelligence can be powerful tools for social critique and personal empowerment.

Anansewa: An In-Depth Review and Summary
Introduction

When exploring the rich tapestry of African literature, particularly Ghanaian drama, one cannot
overlook the impactful play "Anansewa" by the renowned playwright Efua Sutherland. This work
is a vibrant exploration of societal norms, familial expectations, and individual aspirations, all
woven into a compelling narrative filled with humor, irony, and social critique. In this article, we'll
delve into a comprehensive summary of "Anansewa," examining its themes, characters, and
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cultural significance, all presented with an analytical lens akin to a detailed product review or
expert feature.

Background and Context

"Anansewa" is a Ghanaian stage play that reflects traditional values, modern influences, and the
complexities of social mobility. Written during a period of cultural renaissance, the play aims to
entertain while also prompting reflection on societal customs, gender roles, and the pursuit of
status. The story revolves around the character of Ananse, a cunning and resourceful man, and
his daughter, Anansewa, whose marriage prospects become a focal point for exploring themes of
deception, societal expectations, and personal agency.

Plot Summary

The narrative of "Anansewa" is structured around the marriage arrangements of Anansewa, a
young woman caught in the web of her father's schemes. The plot unfolds in several key phases:

1. The Marriage Scheme

Ananse, the father, is an entrepreneurial man who dreams of elevating his family's social status
through marriage. Recognizing the importance of advantageous alliances, he concocts a plan to
marry his daughter to a wealthy, influential man. However, his motives are driven by greed and a
desire for social recognition rather than genuine affection or suitability.

1. The Multiple Suitors

Ananse, in his pursuit of the "best" match, involves multiple suitors, each with their own motives
and backgrounds. The play portrays a humorous yet critical depiction of the courtship process,
highlighting:

1. The manipulations and negotiations involved.
2. The societal pressures on women to marry well.
3. The economic considerations that influence marriage decisions.

1. Anansewa's Resistance

Despite her father's scheming, Anansewa is portrayed as a young woman with her own desires
and sense of agency. Her resistance to the arranged marriage becomes a central theme,
illustrating the conflict between traditional expectations and personal choice.

1. The Climax and Resolution

As the plot progresses, deception and misunderstanding ensue. Ananse's schemes are gradually
exposed, leading to comedic yet insightful revelations about greed, deception, and societal
hypocrisy. The play concludes with a resolution that critiques the superficiality of social ambitions
and emphasizes the importance of sincerity and genuine relationships.

Main Characters and Their Roles



Understanding the characters is essential to appreciating the depth of "Anansewa." Here is an in-

depth look at the primary figures:

1.

Ananse

. The central male figure, a cunning and ambitious man.
. Embodying traits of resourcefulness and trickery.
. His schemes drive the narrative, highlighting themes of greed and social aspiration.

. Anansewa

. The protagonist, a young woman of marriageable age.

Represents innocence, virtue, and the desire for personal independence.
Her resistance underscores the play’s critique of societal pressures on women.

. The Suitors

. Multiple men vying for Anansewa's hand.
. Each suitor reflects different social classes and motives.

Their interactions with Ananse and Anansewa reveal societal values and hypocrisies.

. The Mother

. A secondary but significant character.
2.
3.

Often portrayed as pragmatic and supportive of her daughter.
Represents the traditional maternal perspective on marriage and social standing.

Themes Explored in "Anansewa"

The play is rich with thematic content that resonates with societal realities. These themes include:

1.

Social Status and Materialism

. The desire for wealth and status influences marriage decisions.

Shows how societal standing often supersedes genuine affection or compatibility.

. Deception and Trickery

. Ananse's schemes serve as a critique of dishonesty in social dealings.

The play highlights the consequences of deception, both comedic and moral.

. Gender Roles and Female Agency

1. Anansewa's resistance emphasizes women's agency and independence.

1.
2.

©

Critiques traditional expectations that confine women to marriage as their primary goal.

. Family and Social Expectations

The family's role in marriage arrangements underscores societal pressure.
Explores conflicts between individual desires and societal duties.
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Cultural Significance and Impact

"Anansewa" holds a mirror to Ghanaian society and, by extension, many African communities. It
offers a satirical yet sympathetic portrayal of social climbing, family dynamics, and gender
relations. The play's use of humor and irony makes it accessible, while its critique prompts
audiences to examine their own societal norms.

Key Cultural Insights:

1. The play illustrates traditional Ghanaian values juxtaposed with modern ambitions.

2. It underscores the importance of honesty and integrity over superficial success.

3. The character of Ananse, rooted in West African folklore as a trickster figure, embodies
cunning and resourcefulness, making the play a cultural commentary as well.

Critical Analysis
From an expert perspective, "Anansewa" stands out for its masterful use of theatrical devices:

1. Satire and Humor: The play employs humor to critique societal flaws without alienating the
audience.

2. Irony: Situational and verbal irony underscore the characters’ follies.

3. Character Development: The contrast between Ananse and Anansewa highlights generational
and societal tensions.

4. Dialogue and Language: Rich, colloquial language enhances authenticity and relatability.

The play’s structure allows for a layered reading—on one level, a humorous comedy; on another, a
serious social critique.

Conclusion: The Enduring Relevance

"Anansewa" remains relevant today, as it addresses universal themes of greed, deception, social
aspiration, and individual agency. Its portrayal of a young woman challenging societal
expectations encourages ongoing dialogue about gender rights and social mobility.

For students, scholars, and theater enthusiasts, "Anansewa" offers a compelling blend of
entertainment and enlightenment. Its rich characters, incisive themes, and cultural insights make
it a cornerstone of Ghanaian theatrical literature—worthy of study and appreciation for
generations to come.

Final Thoughts

In sum, "Anansewa" is more than a play; it is a mirror held up to society, reflecting its follies and
virtues with wit and wisdom. Whether approached as a piece of cultural art, a social critique, or
simply as a captivating story, it exemplifies the power of theater to entertain, educate, and inspire
change.



Questions & Answers About the marriage of anansewa

summary
N Question Answer
o
1 What is the central theme of The central theme revolves around love, deception,

‘The Marriage of Anansewa'?

social status, and the complexities of marriage,
highlighting how greed and societal pressures influence
personal decisions.

Anansewa' considered an
important work in Ghanaian
literature?

2 Who is the playwright of 'The The play was written by the Ghanaian playwright Efua
Marriage of Anansewa'? Sutherland.

3 | What is the main plot of 'The The story follows Anansewa, a young woman whose
Marriage of Anansewa'? father, Nana Osei, tries to marry her off to wealthy

suitors, leading to comedic and satirical situations that
explore themes of greed and social ambition.

4 | How does the character of Nana | Nana Osei's obsession with wealth and status drives the
Osei influence the story? plot, as he attempts to arrange marriages for his

daughter to boost his social standing, often leading to
humorous and critical commentary on societal values.

5 | What role does satire play in Satire is used to critique societal norms, greed, and the
‘The Marriage of Anansewa'? obsession with material wealth, highlighting the

absurdities in the pursuit of social status through
marriage.

6 How does Anansewa's character | Anansewa exhibits independence and intelligence, often
challenge traditional gender questioning her father's decisions, which challenges the
roles? traditional passive role expected of women in her

society.

7 | What is the significance of the The title emphasizes the focus on marriage as a central
title 'The Marriage of theme, and 'Anansewa' (meaning 'Ananse's daughter')
Anansewa'? highlights her identity and the influence of societal

expectations on her life.

8 In what way does the play The play portrays Ghanaian social customs, values, and
reflect Ghanaian culture and the importance placed on marriage, wealth, and social
society? status, using humor and satire to critique societal flaws.

9 | What is the ending of 'The The play concludes with a humorous resolution where
Marriage of Anansewa'? Anansewa's cleverness exposes the greed of her father

and suitors, leading to a realization of true love and the
importance of genuine relationships.

10 | Why is 'The Marriage of It is regarded as a significant satirical play that offers

social commentary on Ghanaian society, highlighting
issues of greed, social ambition, and gender roles
through humor and wit.

Anansewa play, Ghanaian drama, Anansewa plot, Kwame Nkrumah University, Ghana theater,
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African literature, comedic play, family relationships, social commentary, West African
storytelling
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