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Goblin Market Christina Rossetti

Exploring the Mystique of Goblin Market Christina Rossetti

The poem Goblin Market Christina Rossetti is one of the most celebrated works in Victorian literature, renowned
for its vivid imagery, layered symbolism, and compelling narrative. Written by the esteemed poet Christina Rossetti
and first published in 1862, the poem has captivated readers and critics alike for over a century. Its rich thematic
content explores themes of temptation, sacrifice, redemption, and the complex roles of women within society. This
article delves into the origins, themes, symbolism, and enduring significance of Rossetti's Goblin Market, providing a
comprehensive overview for enthusiasts and scholars alike.

Background and Context of Goblin Market Christina Rossetti

Christina Rossetti: The Poet Behind the Poem
Christina Rossetti (1830–1894) was a prominent Victorian poet known for her lyrical poetry that often intertwined
religious themes, morality, and social critique. Her work reflects her deep Christian faith, her concern for social issues,
and her interest in fairy-tale and mythological motifs. Rossetti's poetry frequently explores the struggles of virtue and
temptation, making her an ideal author for the allegorical Goblin Market.

Historical and Literary Context
Published during the Victorian era, Goblin Market emerged at a time when societal expectations for women and
morality were strictly defined. The poem's intricate portrayal of temptation and virtue can be viewed as a reflection of
Victorian moral values and anxieties. Additionally, the Victorian fascination with fairy tales, folklore, and moral
allegories heavily influenced Rossetti’s writing style.

Thematic Analysis of Goblin Market

Temptation and Desire
At its core, Goblin Market explores the powerful allure of temptation. The goblin men, with their enticing fruit,
symbolize the seductive nature of forbidden pleasures. Laura’s temptation and subsequent downfall highlight the
dangers that lurk behind allure and the importance of self-control.

Laura’s initial temptation and her desire for the goblin fruit1.
Her subsequent illness and desperation2.
Lizzie’s bravery in resisting temptation to save her sister3.



Sacrifice and Redemption
One of the poem’s central messages revolves around sacrifice. Lizzie’s willingness to endure hardship to save Laura
underscores themes of loyalty, love, and redemption. Her act of courage symbolizes the moral virtue of self-sacrifice
and the possibility of salvation through devotion and purity.

Lizzie’s refusal to indulge in the goblin fruit1.
Her willingness to face the goblin men and endure their abuse2.
The healing power of her sacrifice on Laura3.

Female Empowerment and Sisterhood
The poem also subtly advocates for female strength and solidarity. Lizzie’s act of saving her sister demonstrates
resilience and moral strength, challenging Victorian stereotypes of women as passive or weak. The narrative
underscores the importance of mutual support among women.

Symbolism in Goblin Market

The Goblin Men and Their Fruit
The goblin men and their fruit are the most prominent symbols in the poem. Their alluring produce represents
temptation, forbidden knowledge, and the dangers of indulgence. The vivid descriptions evoke sensory pleasure,
enticing readers into the moral dilemma faced by the characters.

The fruit as a symbol of temptation and desire1.
The goblin men embodying greed and deception2.
The danger of succumbing to temptation3.

Laura and Lizzie as Archetypes
Laura and Lizzie serve as symbolic representations of vulnerability and strength, respectively. Laura’s fall signifies
human susceptibility to temptation, while Lizzie’s resilience embodies moral integrity and salvation.

Other Symbolic Elements

Water and cleansing: Lizzie’s act of washing the goblin fruit symbolizes purification and renewal.1.
The garden: The orchard setting reflects innocence and temptation intertwined.2.
Sleep and awakening: Laura’s illness and recovery symbolize spiritual awakening and redemption.3.

Literary Devices and Style in Goblin Market

Imagery and Sensory Language
Rossetti’s use of rich, evocative imagery immerses readers into the fantastical world of the goblin market. Her detailed
descriptions appeal to the senses, making the temptation palpable and visceral.
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Allegory and Moral Symbolism
The poem functions on multiple levels, serving as an allegory for moral struggle, spiritual temptation, and redemption.
The layered symbolism invites diverse interpretations, from religious allegories to feminist readings.

Rhythm and Rhyme Scheme
Rossetti employs a consistent rhyme scheme and rhythmic pattern, creating a musical quality that enhances the
poem’s fairy-tale atmosphere. This musicality makes the narrative engaging and memorable.

Critical Interpretations of Goblin Market

Feminist Perspectives
Many scholars interpret Goblin Market as a commentary on female agency, sexuality, and societal expectations.
Lizzie’s resilience can be seen as an assertion of female strength and moral independence.

Religious and Spiritual Readings
Given Rossetti’s Christian faith, the poem is often read as an allegory for spiritual salvation, temptation, and
redemption. Laura’s fall and subsequent salvation mirror biblical stories of sin and grace.

Literary Significance and Influence
Goblin Market has influenced countless writers, artists, and thinkers. Its themes resonate across genres and eras,
inspiring adaptations, artworks, and scholarly analyses. The poem remains a vital part of Victorian literary canon and
feminist literature.

Enduring Legacy of Goblin Market

Adaptations and Cultural Impact
The poem has been adapted into various forms, including plays, ballets, and visual arts. Its evocative imagery and
themes continue to inspire contemporary writers and artists.

Relevance in Modern Discourse
Today, Goblin Market is celebrated for its nuanced exploration of female autonomy, temptation, and morality. Its
allegorical richness makes it relevant in discussions about gender, sexuality, and social constraints.

Why Read Goblin Market Today?
Reading Rossetti’s Goblin Market offers insights into Victorian society, religious morality, and the complexities of
human desire. Its poetic craftsmanship and layered symbolism provide a rewarding experience for modern readers
interested in literature’s power to reflect and critique society.



Conclusion: The Lasting Appeal of Goblin Market Christina
Rossetti

Goblin Market Christina Rossetti remains a compelling work that transcends its Victorian origins. Its vivid imagery,
symbolic depth, and moral themes continue to resonate, making it a timeless exploration of temptation, virtue, and
sisterly love. Whether approached as a fairy tale, religious allegory, or feminist critique, the poem invites readers to
reflect on human nature’s complexities and the enduring struggle between desire and morality. As a masterpiece of
Victorian literature, Goblin Market secures its place as an essential read for anyone interested in the intersections of
poetry, morality, and societal roles.

Goblin Market Christina Rossetti: An In-Depth Exploration of a Victorian Classic

Introduction

Goblin Market Christina Rossetti is a poem that has fascinated readers and scholars since its publication in 1862. Often
regarded as a quintessential example of Victorian poetry, it weaves a rich tapestry of myth, morality, and femininity,
all wrapped in a compelling narrative. Rossetti’s work transcends simple storytelling, inviting interpretations ranging
from allegory to feminist critique. This article aims to provide a comprehensive, accessible analysis of Goblin Market,
exploring its themes, symbolism, historical context, and enduring relevance.

Historical and Literary Context of Christina Rossetti and Goblin Market

The Victorian Era and Its Literary Landscape

Christina Rossetti (1830–1894) was a prominent poet of the Victorian period, a time characterized by rapid
industrialization, strict social mores, and a burgeoning interest in morality and religion. Literature during this era often
reflected societal anxieties about morality, gender roles, and the changing landscape of Britain. Rossetti’s poetry,
notable for its intricate symbolism and moral undertones, fits within this context but also pushes boundaries with its
nuanced portrayal of female agency and temptation.

Rossetti’s Personal Background and Influences

Rossetti was part of a talented family—her brother Dante Gabriel Rossetti was a founding member of the Pre-
Raphaelite Brotherhood, which aimed to revive medieval art and themes. Her personal life, marked by religious
devotion and personal struggles, profoundly influenced her writing. Her poetry often grapples with themes of purity,
temptation, and salvation, with Goblin Market embodying these tensions through its allegory and vivid imagery.

The Composition and Publication of Goblin Market

Originally published as part of Rossetti’s collection Goblin Market and Other Poems, the poem was likely written during
the early 1850s but only gained widespread recognition after its publication. Its lush, fairy-tale-like narrative, combined
with moral and sexual undertones, sparked both admiration and controversy, cementing its place as a pivotal work in
Victorian poetry.

Plot Summary and Narrative Structure

The Tale of Laura and Lizzie

Goblin Market narrates the story of two sisters, Laura and Lizzie, who encounter goblin merchants selling enchanted
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fruit in a fantastical market. Laura, tempted by the luscious fruit, succumbs and eats greedily, only to find herself
suffering from a mysterious ailment afterward. Lizzie, aware of her sister’s plight, risks her safety by confronting the
goblin merchants to save Laura, ultimately demonstrating self-sacrifice and sisterly love.

The Narrative Arc and Its Significance

The poem is structured as a narrative ballad, with a rhythmic, musical quality that enhances its fairy-tale aura. Its
episodic form allows for multiple interpretations, but at its core, it presents a moral tale about temptation, redemption,
and the bonds of family. The storyline’s simplicity masks its complex themes, inviting readers to explore deeper
allegorical meanings.

Themes and Symbolism in Goblin Market

Temptation and Desire

One of the central themes is the allure of temptation—symbolized by the goblin fruit—which can be read as an allegory
for forbidden pleasures or sinful desires. Laura’s initial succumbing reflects human vulnerability, while her subsequent
suffering underscores the dangers of unchecked desire. Conversely, Lizzie’s refusal to eat the fruit highlights virtue
and self-control.

Sisterhood and Sacrifice

The relationship between Laura and Lizzie exemplifies themes of sisterhood and unconditional love. Lizzie’s willingness
to face danger for her sister’s sake emphasizes the importance of sacrifice and loyalty, positioning these virtues as
pathways to salvation and moral integrity.

Morality and Redemption

Rossetti employs Christian symbolism throughout the poem, framing the narrative as a moral allegory. Laura’s fall and
subsequent suffering can be seen as a metaphor for sin and its consequences, while Lizzie’s courageous act
symbolizes redemption. The poem suggests that moral strength and love can overcome temptation and lead to
salvation.

Sexuality and Feminine Agency

Modern critics often interpret Goblin Market as an exploration of female sexuality and agency. Laura’s temptation and
Lizzie’s protective response reflect Victorian anxieties about female purity and sexuality. However, Rossetti’s nuanced
portrayal also celebrates female strength and solidarity, challenging simplistic moral judgments.

The Symbolism of Fruit and Market

The goblin fruit functions as a potent symbol—representing temptation, desire, and the sensual. The market itself is a
liminal space where moral boundaries are tested, and the exchange of goods becomes an exchange of moral virtues.
The lush, otherworldly descriptions evoke a dreamlike atmosphere that blurs reality and fantasy.

Critical Interpretations and Modern Relevance

Allegorical and Religious Readings

Many scholars view Goblin Market as an allegory for Christian salvation, with the goblin market representing
temptation and the sisters’ actions symbolizing moral virtue. Some interpret the poem as an allegory for the fall of
man, emphasizing themes of sin, repentance, and redemption.



Feminist Perspectives

From a feminist standpoint, Goblin Market has been celebrated for its depiction of female solidarity and strength.
Lizzie’s act of self-sacrifice can be seen as empowering, challenging Victorian stereotypes about women as passive or
morally weak. The poem’s emphasis on sisterhood and mutual support resonates with contemporary discussions about
female agency.

Literary Influence and Adaptations

Goblin Market has inspired numerous adaptations, including visual art, theater, and even modern reinterpretations in
popular culture. Its influence extends beyond Victorian literature, inspiring discussions about sexuality, morality, and
gender roles.

Contemporary Relevance

Today, Goblin Market continues to resonate with audiences facing issues of temptation, consumerism, and societal
expectations. Its layered symbolism and moral complexity make it a timeless work that invites ongoing
reinterpretation and discussion.

Conclusion: The Enduring Legacy of Goblin Market

Goblin Market Christina Rossetti remains a powerful, multifaceted poem that combines captivating storytelling with
profound moral and symbolic depth. Its exploration of temptation, sisterhood, and morality reflects universal human
experiences, making it a timeless piece of literature. Rossetti’s poetic craftsmanship, characterized by vivid imagery
and musical rhythm, ensures that Goblin Market continues to enchant and challenge readers nearly 160 years after its
publication. As both a Victorian masterpiece and a modern allegory, it exemplifies the enduring power of poetry to
explore the complexities of human nature and societal values.
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Note: For those interested in delving deeper into the poem’s themes and its impact, numerous scholarly articles and
editions of Rossetti’s work are available, offering a wealth of interpretive frameworks and critical insights.

Questions & Answers About goblin market christina rossetti

No Question Answer

1 What is the main theme of Christina
Rossetti's 'Goblin Market'?

The poem explores themes of temptation, sacrifice, and redemption,
using the allegory of goblin merchants offering alluring but
dangerous fruit to depict moral and spiritual struggles.

2 How does 'Goblin Market' reflect
Victorian-era societal values?

The poem highlights Victorian concerns about female purity,
morality, and the dangers of temptation, while also emphasizing
sisterly love and sacrifice as virtues.
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3 What is the significance of the fruit in
'Goblin Market'?

The fruit symbolizes temptation and desire, representing both
physical and moral allurements that can lead to downfall if not
resisted.

4 How has 'Goblin Market' influenced
contemporary literature and popular
culture?

The poem has inspired numerous adaptations, including artwork,
music, and modern reinterpretations that explore themes of
temptation, femininity, and moral resilience.

5 Why is 'Goblin Market' considered a
feminist poem?

Because it emphasizes female solidarity, agency, and the
importance of sisterly support, challenging traditional gender roles
and highlighting women's strength and moral independence.

6 What are some common
interpretations of the ending of 'Goblin
Market'?

Many interpret the ending as a message of redemption and spiritual
salvation, where the sister's sacrifice and love enable the redeemed
Laura to recover from her temptation.

goblin market, christina rossetti, fairy tale poem, Victorian poetry, mythic symbolism, temptation and greed, female
agency, allegorical poetry, Victorian literature, moral lessons
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