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Hate That Cat Sharon Creech

Understanding "Hate That Cat" by Sharon Creech: An In-
Depth Overview

Hate That Cat Sharon Creech is a beloved novel that has captivated readers of all ages with its
heartfelt storytelling, poetic language, and relatable themes. Written by acclaimed author Sharon
Creech, this book is a sequel to her popular novel "Love That Dog," and continues the journey of a
young boy named Jack as he explores poetry, emotions, and the complexities of friendship. In this
article, we will delve into the plot, themes, literary style, and why "Hate That Cat" remains a
significant work in contemporary children's literature.

Introduction to Sharon Creech and "Hate That Cat"

Sharon Creech is a renowned American author celebrated for her ability to craft stories that
resonate with young readers and adults alike. Her works often explore themes of identity, family,
and self-expression through engaging narratives and poetic language. "Hate That Cat," published
in 2008, is a novel written in free verse and is aimed at middle-grade readers. The story is told
from Jack’s perspective, a young boy grappling with the challenges of growing up, understanding
his feelings, and navigating relationships. The book's unique poetic structure and candid voice
have made it a standout in children's literature.

The Plot of "Hate That Cat"

Summary of the Story

"Hate That Cat" picks up where "Love That Dog" left off, with Jack continuing his journey into the
world of poetry and self-discovery. The narrative is presented through Jack's poetic journal
entries, which serve as a window into his thoughts, feelings, and experiences. In the story, Jack is
dealing with complex emotions about a pet cat that his family adopts. Initially, Jack expresses
strong negative feelings toward the cat, feeling annoyed and frustrated by its behavior. However,
as the story progresses, Jack’s perspective begins to shift, revealing deeper insights into his
emotions and the importance of understanding others. Throughout the novel, Jack writes poems
about his family, friends, school, and the cat, using poetry as a means of processing his feelings.
The story explores themes of acceptance, change, and the power of words to express emotions.



Main Characters

- Jack: The protagonist and narrator; a young boy who uses poetry to understand himself and his
world. - The Cat: A new pet in Jack’s household that initially frustrates him but eventually
becomes a symbol of acceptance. - Jack’s Family: Their interactions and support play a subtle but
important role in Jack’s development. - Friends and Classmates: They influence Jack’s views on
friendship, kindness, and understanding.

Themes Explored in "Hate That Cat"

1. Emotional Growth and Self-Discovery

One of the central themes of "Hate That Cat" is the journey of emotional growth. Jack's poems
reveal his evolving understanding of his feelings, from frustration and anger to empathy and
acceptance. The novel emphasizes that growth often involves recognizing and embracing complex
emotions.

2. The Power of Poetry and Self-Expression

Sharon Creech demonstrates how poetry can serve as a powerful tool for self-expression. Jack’s
poetic journal allows him to articulate feelings he may struggle to express verbally. The book
encourages young readers to explore their own emotions through creative writing.

3. Acceptance and Change

Initially, Jack hates the cat, perceiving it as a nuisance. However, as he writes more poetry, he
begins to see the cat’s perspective and recognizes the importance of acceptance. The story
underscores that change is a natural part of life and personal relationships.

4. Family and Friendship

The novel highlights the significance of family support and friendship in overcoming challenges.
Jack’s interactions with his family and classmates help him navigate his feelings and grow
emotionally.

Literary Style and Poetic Structure

Unique Use of Free Verse

"Hate That Cat" is written entirely in free verse poetry, which makes it distinctive among
children's books. This format allows for a fluid and expressive narrative, giving readers insight
into Jack’s inner world. Key features of the poetic style include: - Short, punchy lines that mimic
natural speech. - Repetition and rhythm that enhance emotional impact. - Visual layout that
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reflects the tone and mood of each poem.

Accessibility and Engagement for Young Readers

The poetic structure makes the book accessible and engaging for reluctant readers or those who
enjoy creative writing. The rhythm and visual appeal of poetry can motivate children to read and
write their own poems.

Why "Hate That Cat" Is a Must-Read

Educational Value

The novel encourages literacy development through its poetic form and relatable language. It also
introduces young readers to poetic devices such as rhyme, rhythm, and imagery.

Themes of Emotional Intelligence

By exploring complex feelings in a gentle and honest manner, "Hate That Cat" promotes
emotional intelligence and empathy among young readers.

Suitability for Classroom and Home Reading

Teachers and parents find "Hate That Cat" to be an excellent resource for discussions about
emotions, poetry, and personal growth. Its accessible language and engaging format make it
suitable for classroom reading groups and individual reading.

Tips for Readers and Educators

Encourage Poetry Writing: Use Jack’s poems as inspiration for children to write their own1.
poetry about feelings or experiences.
Discuss Themes: Facilitate conversations about acceptance, change, and empathy based on2.
the story.
Explore Poetic Devices: Teach children about rhyme, rhythm, and imagery through excerpts3.
from the book.
Connect to Personal Experiences: Have readers reflect on times they felt misunderstood or4.
had to accept change.

Conclusion: The Lasting Impact of "Hate That Cat"

"Hate That Cat" by Sharon Creech is more than just a children's book; it is a compelling
exploration of emotional growth, self-expression, and acceptance told through the art of poetry.
Its unique poetic format engages young readers and encourages them to explore their own
feelings and creativity. Sharon Creech’s masterful storytelling and authentic voice make "Hate



That Cat" a must-read for children, parents, and educators alike. Whether used as a classroom
resource or enjoyed as a family read, "Hate That Cat" continues to inspire and resonate,
reminding us that understanding and kindness can transform even the most challenging
relationships. Its enduring popularity is a testament to Creech’s talent for capturing the
complexities of growing up and the power of words to heal and connect us all.

Hate That Cat by Sharon Creech: An In-Depth Review and Analysis

Introduction: Exploring the Heart of "Hate That Cat"

Hate That Cat by Sharon Creech is a compelling sequel to her acclaimed novel Love That Dog,
published in 2007. This novel continues the journey of Jack, a young boy grappling with the
complexities of poetry, self-expression, and understanding his emotions. Creech’s distinctive
narrative style—written in free verse—serves as a powerful tool for conveying Jack's internal
struggles and growth. As a work that appeals to middle-grade readers, Hate That Cat delves into
themes of identity, artistic expression, acceptance, and the often conflicted feelings surrounding
creativity and self-discovery. This article aims to provide a comprehensive exploration of the
novel, examining its themes, literary techniques, character development, and its place within
contemporary children's literature. Through a detailed analysis, readers will gain insights into
why Hate That Cat resonates with young readers and how Creech’s storytelling fosters empathy
and understanding.

Summary of the Plot

Hate That Cat picks up where Love That Dog left off, following Jack's ongoing journey with poetry
and self-expression. The story is narrated through Jack's poetic journal entries, which reveal his
evolving understanding of poetry, art, and his own feelings. In the narrative, Jack struggles with
various emotions—confusion, anger, frustration, and eventually acceptance. He begins to see
poetry not just as an assignment but as a meaningful way to process his experiences. The novel
introduces new characters, including Jack's family members, his teacher, and friends, each
contributing to his growth. A significant subplot involves Jack’s relationship with a stray cat,
which he initially hates but gradually develops an appreciation for, symbolizing his journey from
misunderstanding to acceptance. Throughout the story, Jack reflects on his feelings towards his
pet dog, his family, and himself, culminating in a nuanced understanding of what it means to
express oneself honestly and authentically.

Themes Explored in "Hate That Cat"

1. The Power of Poetry and Artistic Expression

One of the central themes of Hate That Cat is the transformative power of poetry. Creech
emphasizes that poetry is a personal, accessible form of expression that helps individuals
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articulate their feelings. Jack’s poetic journal entries serve as a window into his inner world,
illustrating how art can be a safe space for processing complex emotions. The novel demonstrates
that poetry isn’t about perfect rhyme or structure but about honest expression. Jack’s evolving
relationship with poetry highlights how creative outlets can foster emotional resilience and self-
awareness.

2. Self-Discovery and Personal Growth

Throughout the novel, Jack navigates the challenges of growing up and understanding himself.
His initial resistance to poetry and self-expression evolves into acceptance and appreciation. The
narrative underscores that self-discovery often involves conflict and confusion, but these
struggles are essential steps toward maturity. Jack’s journey also includes reconciling his feelings
about his family, friends, and pets. His experiences reflect the universal process of learning to
accept oneself despite uncertainties and societal expectations.

3. Understanding and Acceptance of Others

Hate That Cat explores themes of empathy and understanding. Jack’s changing attitude toward
the stray cat mirrors his broader growth in empathy. As he learns to see the cat’s perspective and
appreciate its quirks, he develops a deeper understanding of others’ differences. This theme
extends to relationships with family and friends, emphasizing the importance of compassion and
open-mindedness for personal development.

4. The Complexity of Emotions

Creech masterfully portrays the multifaceted nature of human emotions. Jack’s feelings range
from love and joy to anger and frustration, often simultaneously. The novel validates these
conflicting emotions, encouraging readers to accept their feelings without judgment. The poetic
format reinforces this theme, as poetry often captures the nuanced, layered nature of human
experience.

Literary Techniques and Style

1. Use of Free Verse Poetry

Sharon Creech employs free verse poetry as her primary narrative device, creating a unique
reading experience. This style allows for: - Authenticity: The lack of strict structure mirrors real-
life thought processes. - Accessibility: Readers can easily connect with the poetic entries, which
feel personal and immediate. - Emotional Depth: The form lends itself to expressive language,
emphasizing mood and tone. The poetic entries are interspersed with prose, offering a blend of
narrative styles that keep the reader engaged and allow for nuanced storytelling.



2. Character Development through Voice

The first-person poetic journal entries give readers direct insight into Jack’s evolving perspective.
Creech’s skill lies in capturing Jack’s voice authentically—sometimes humorous, sometimes
reflective, often conflicted. This approach fosters empathy and helps readers see the world
through Jack’s eyes. The development of Jack’s character is gradual, with each poem revealing
new layers of his personality, fears, and hopes.

3. Symbolism and Motifs

- The Cat: Represents misunderstood emotions and the journey toward acceptance. - Poetry:
Symbolizes self-expression, healing, and personal growth. - The Dog: Embodies loyalty and
unconditional love, contrasting with Jack’s complex feelings about the cat. These symbols
reinforce key themes and deepen the reader’s understanding of the narrative.

Character Analysis

Jack

As the protagonist, Jack is relatable and layered. His initial resistance to poetry and self-
expression reflects common childhood doubts about creativity. Over the course of the novel, Jack
learns to embrace his feelings and voice, symbolizing maturity and confidence. His internal
conflicts and eventual acceptance serve as a mirror for young readers navigating their own
emotional landscapes.

Supporting Characters

- Jack’s Family: Offer stability but also moments of misunderstanding, prompting Jack to assert his
independence. - Mr. Walter, the Teacher: Encourages Jack’s poetic explorations, acting as a
catalyst for his growth. - The Stray Cat: Serves as a metaphor for misunderstood feelings and the
importance of empathy. Each character contributes to Jack’s journey, illustrating different facets
of understanding and acceptance.

Critical Reception and Impact

Since its publication, Hate That Cat has received positive reviews from critics and educators
alike. Its innovative use of poetry as a storytelling device has been praised for making literature
engaging and accessible for middle-grade readers. The novel has been lauded for its honest
portrayal of childhood emotions and its ability to foster empathy. Many educators incorporate it
into curricula to teach poetry, emotional literacy, and creative writing. Furthermore, Creech’s
work is recognized for promoting diverse ways of understanding oneself and others, aligning with
contemporary educational goals of fostering social-emotional learning.
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Place within Children’s Literature and Educational
Context

Hate That Cat occupies a significant place within contemporary children’s literature as an
example of innovative storytelling. Its poetic format breaks traditional narrative boundaries,
inspiring young readers to see writing as a form of self-expression rather than mere schoolwork.
The novel also contributes to the genre of realistic fiction that emphasizes emotional intelligence,
making it a valuable resource for teachers and parents aiming to nurture empathy and resilience
in children. Its themes are universal, yet presented in a manner accessible to young readers,
fostering a lifelong appreciation for poetry and introspection.

Conclusion: The Enduring Significance of "Hate That Cat"

Hate That Cat by Sharon Creech stands as a testament to the power of poetry and storytelling in
shaping young minds. Through Jack’s poetic journal entries and his emotional journey, Creech
demonstrates that understanding oneself and others is a continuous process marked by conflict,
acceptance, and growth. The novel’s innovative use of free verse, coupled with its honest
portrayal of childhood emotions, makes it a compelling read that resonates across generations. It
encourages young readers to embrace their feelings, express themselves authentically, and
develop empathy—values that are essential in today’s interconnected world. In an era where
emotional literacy is increasingly recognized as vital, Hate That Cat remains a vital literary work
that champions the importance of voice, vulnerability, and understanding in the journey of
growing up.

Questions & Answers About hate that cat sharon creech

N
o

Question Answer

1 What is the main theme of 'Hate
That Cat' by Sharon Creech?

The main themes include friendship, self-discovery, and
the importance of poetry, as the story explores a young
boy's relationship with his pet and his evolving
understanding of emotions.

2 Is 'Hate That Cat' suitable for
early middle school readers?

Yes, 'Hate That Cat' is generally suitable for middle
school students, particularly those in grades 5-8, due to
its accessible language and relatable themes.

3 How does 'Hate That Cat' relate
to Sharon Creech's other
works?

'Hate That Cat' is a sequel to 'Love That Dog' and
continues the story of Jack, focusing on his journey with
poetry and friendship, much like Creech's other novels
that often explore personal growth and emotional depth.

4 What type of poetry is featured
in 'Hate That Cat'?

The book features various forms of poetry, including free
verse and traditional styles, which Jack learns and
experiments with throughout the story.



5 What awards has 'Hate That
Cat' received?

'Hate That Cat' has been recognized with several
awards, including the Newbery Honor, acknowledging
its excellence in children's literature.

6 Who is the target audience for
'Hate That Cat'?

The target audience includes middle-grade readers,
typically ages 10 to 14, who enjoy realistic fiction and
poetry.

7 What is the significance of the
pet in 'Hate That Cat'?

The pet symbolizes companionship, emotional support,
and the protagonist's journey toward understanding and
expressing his feelings.

8 Are there teaching resources
available for 'Hate That Cat'?

Yes, many educators use lesson plans, discussion guides,
and poetry activities related to 'Hate That Cat' to
enhance classroom learning.

9 How does 'Hate That Cat'
address themes of grief and
loss?

The story gently explores grief and loss through Jack’s
reflections on his pets and the emotional process of
saying goodbye, providing a relatable look at coping with
difficult emotions.

hate that cat, Sharon Creech, children's poetry, middle grade fiction, animal stories, humorous
poetry, school stories, Newbery Medal, coming-of-age, friendship stories
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