English Phrasal Verbs In Use
Intermediate

english phrasal verbs in use intermediate are an essential part of mastering the English language. They are

commonly used in everyday conversations, writing, and even professional settings. Understanding and practicing

these phrasal verbs can significantly improve your fluency, comprehension, and confidence in using English. This

article aims to explore the most important intermediate-level phrasal verbs, their meanings, usage examples, and
tips for incorporating them into your language practice.

What Are Phrasal Verbs?

Phrasal verbs are phrases that consist of a main verb combined with one or more particles, usually prepositions or
adverbs. These combinations often have meanings that are different from the individual words. For example, "look
up" can mean to search for information, which is different from the literal meanings of "look" and "up."

Why Are Phrasal Verbs Important?

Understanding and using phrasal verbs is crucial for several reasons: - They are common in spoken and written
English. - They help you sound more natural and fluent. - They expand your vocabulary. - They enable you to
understand native speakers better.

Intermediate-Level Phrasal Verbs: An Overview

At the intermediate level, learners should focus on understanding phrasal verbs that are frequently used in daily
life and work contexts. These include verbs related to communication, movement, change, and social interactions.
Some key features of intermediate phrasal verbs include: - Slightly more complex than basic ones. - Often used in
idiomatic expressions. - May have multiple meanings depending on context.

Common Intermediate Phrasal Verbs and Their Usage

Below is a categorized list of some of the most useful intermediate-level phrasal verbs, along with their meanings
and example sentences.

1. Phrasal Verbs Related to Communication

Bring up - to mention or start discussing a topic
Call off - to cancel something

Point out - to draw attention to something

Get across - to communicate ideas effectively

Wb

2. Phrasal Verbs for Movement and Direction

1. Move on - to proceed to the next thing or topic
2. Run into - to meet someone unexpectedly
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3. Turn around - to change direction or position
4. Head for - to go in the direction of something

3. Phrasal Verbs Indicating Change or Development

Pick up - to improve or increase

Set up - to establish or arrange something

Break down - to analyze in detail or to stop functioning
Go through - to experience or endure something

Wb

4. Phrasal Verbs in Social and Business Contexts

Catch up - to reach the same level as someone else or to update on recent events
Follow up - to pursue or continue something further

Work out - to find a solution or to exercise

Bring about - to cause something to happen

el A

How to Practice and Learn Phrasal Verbs Effectively

Learning phrasal verbs requires active practice and contextual understanding. Here are some effective strategies:

1. Use Contextual Examples

- Read articles, books, or watch movies and note down new phrasal verbs. - Pay attention to how they are used in
sentences.

2. Create Your Own Sentences

- Practice by making sentences with new phrasal verbs. - Use them in your daily conversations or writing.

3. Use Flashcards and Apps

- Use digital tools like Quizlet or language apps to memorize and test yourself. - Include example sentences on
flashcards.

4. Engage in Conversations

- Practice speaking with native speakers or language partners. - Incorporate new phrasal verbs into your speech.

5. Keep a Phrasal Verb Journal

- Write down new verbs you learn. - Review and try to use them regularly.

Common Mistakes to Avoid with Phrasal Verbs

While learning, learners often make some common errors: - Using the wrong particle, e.g., saying "call off" instead

of "call on." - Overusing phrasal verbs instead of more formal vocabulary. - Ignoring the context, leading to
misunderstanding. - Forgetting that some phrasal verbs are separable, and others are not.



Separable vs. Inseparable Phrasal Verbs

Understanding the structure of phrasal verbs is vital: - Separable Phrasal Verbs: The object can come between the
verb and particle. - Example: She called off the meeting. / She called the meeting off. - Inseparable Phrasal Verbs:
The object must come after the particle. - Example: He ran into his old friend. (not ran his old friend into)

Resources for Learning Intermediate Phrasal Verbs

To enhance your learning, consider the following resources: - Online courses focused on intermediate English. -
Phrasal verb dictionaries. - Language exchange platforms. - Practice exercises and quizzes.

Conclusion

Mastering intermediate English phrasal verbs is a significant step toward fluency. They enrich your vocabulary and
allow you to communicate more naturally and effectively. Consistent practice, contextual learning, and active
usage are the keys to becoming confident in using these versatile phrases. Whether in casual conversations,
professional emails, or academic writing, a good grasp of intermediate phrasal verbs will make your English sound
more authentic and engaging. Start incorporating these phrasal verbs into your daily language practice today, and
watch your proficiency grow!

English phrasal verbs in use at the intermediate level have long been recognized as one of the most
challenging aspects of mastering the language. These multi-word combinations—comprising a verb and one or
more particles (prepositions or adverbs)—are essential for achieving fluency, enabling learners to communicate
more naturally and idiomatically. As the backbone of everyday spoken and written English, phrasal verbs often
carry nuanced meanings that cannot be deduced from their individual components alone. For intermediate
learners, understanding and effectively using these expressions can significantly enhance their language
proficiency, making conversations more fluid and comprehension more comprehensive. This article provides an in-
depth exploration of intermediate-level phrasal verbs, examining their structure, meaning, usage, and common
challenges faced by learners. Drawing on linguistic insights and pedagogical strategies, it aims to serve as both a
guide and a review—helping learners and teachers alike to navigate this vital aspect of English language mastery.

Understanding Phrasal Verbs: Definition and Structure

What Are Phrasal Verbs?

Phrasal verbs are combinations of a main verb with one or more particles—usually prepositions or adverbs—that
together create a new meaning. Unlike simple verbs, their meanings are often idiomatic or figurative, which means
they cannot be directly inferred from the individual words. For example, the phrasal verb “give up” means “to stop
trying” or “to surrender,” which diverges from the literal interpretation of “give” and “up” separately.

The Structure of Phrasal Verbs

Phrasal verbs usually follow a basic structure: - Verb + Particle(s) Some common forms include: - Transitive Phrasal
Verbs: Require a direct object (e.qg., pick up the phone, turn off the lights). - Intransitive Phrasal Verbs: Do not take
a direct object (e.g., break down, run away). Particles can be prepositions or adverbs, and their placement can
sometimes influence the meaning or grammatical correctness: - Separability: Many phrasal verbs are separable,
meaning the particle can be placed either before or after the object (e.g., turn off the lights / turn the lights off). -
Inseparability: Some are inseparable, where the particle must stay immediately after the verb (e.qg., look after).
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Understanding these structural nuances is crucial for correct usage, especially at the intermediate level where
learners are consolidating foundational knowledge.

Key Categories of Intermediate Phrasal Verbs

To navigate the vast array of phrasal verbs, it's helpful to categorize them based on their function and meaning.

1. Phrasal Verbs Indicating Movement or Direction

These verbs describe physical or metaphorical movement: - Get up: To rise from bed or a seated position. - Go on:
To continue or proceed. - Come back: To return to a previous place. - Run out of: To exhaust supplies or resources.
- Move infout: To begin residing somewhere / to leave. Example: After waking up late, I quickly got up and went on
with my day.

2. Phrasal Verbs Expressing Change or Transformation

These illustrate alterations in state or condition: - Turn into: To transform or become something else. - Grow up: To
mature or reach adulthood. - Break down: To stop functioning or to become emotionally upset. - Fall apart: To
disintegrate or fail. Example: The old factory turned into a modern art gallery.

3. Phrasal Verbs Related to Communication and Information

These are common in both formal and informal contexts: - Bring up: To mention or introduce a topic. - Pick up: To
learn informally or to collect something. - Speak out: To express an opinion openly. - Fill in: To provide missing
information. Example: She brought up an interesting point during the meeting.

4. Phrasal Verbs Concerning Daily Routines and Tasks

Often used in describing habitual actions: - Set up: To establish or arrange. - Take off: To remove clothing or to
become successful quickly. - Wash out: To wash away or eliminate. - Carry out: To perform or execute. Example:
They set up a new system to improve efficiency.

5. Phrasal Verbs Related to Problems and Solutions

Useful for discussing issues and resolutions: - Sort out: To resolve or organize. - Come up with: To think of or
suggest. - Break through: To overcome obstacles. - Fix up: To repair or arrange. Example: We need to come up
with a better plan.

Usage and Context: Mastering Phrasal Verbs in Practice

The Importance of Context

Intermediate learners must recognize that many phrasal verbs have multiple meanings depending on context. For
example, “pick up” can mean to learn casually (“I picked up some French during my trip”) or to collect (“Can you
pick up the kids from school?”). Thus, context clues are vital for correct interpretation and usage.



Collocations and Common Phrases

Phrasal verbs often collocate with specific nouns or phrases. Recognizing these collocations helps learners sound
more natural. For example: - Break down a vehicle, break down an argument. - Turn on a device, turn on
someone’s charm. - Look after children, look after a garden. Familiarity with these combinations enhances fluency.

Register and Formality

While many phrasal verbs are common in spoken English, some are less appropriate in formal writing. For
example, “give up” is informal; in formal contexts, “abandon” or “resign from” might be preferred. Intermediate
learners should be aware of this distinction to adapt their language to different situations.

Common Challenges in Learning Intermediate Phrasal Verbs

1. Multiple Meanings and Ambiguity

Many phrasal verbs have more than one meaning, which can confuse learners. For instance: - Get over: To recover
from an illness or emotional setback. - Get over: To overcome a difficulty. Learners must understand the nuances
and be able to select the appropriate meaning based on context.

2. Separability and Placement

Knowing when the particle can be separated or must stay attached can be tricky. For example: - Turn off the light
(separable) - Turn the light off (separable) - Look after the children (inseparable) Incorrect placement can lead to
grammatical errors or misunderstandings.

3. Limited Exposure and Practice Opportunities

Intermediate learners might not encounter a wide variety of phrasal verbs outside classroom settings. This limits
their ability to internalize and confidently use these expressions. Regular reading, listening, and speaking practice
are essential to bridge this gap.

4. Formal vs. Informal Use

As noted, some phrasal verbs are too informal for professional or academic contexts. Learners need to develop
awareness of appropriate register and seek synonyms when necessary.

Strategies for Learning and Using Phrasal Verbs Effectively

1. Contextual Learning

Rather than memorizing lists, learners should focus on understanding phrasal verbs within meaningful
contexts—such as dialogues, stories, or real-life situations. This approach aids retention and comprehension.

2. Thematic Grouping

Group phrasal verbs by themes (movement, communication, change) to facilitate learning and recall.
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3. Use of Visual Aids and Flashcards

Visual cues and flashcards with example sentences help reinforce meanings and usage patterns.

4. Practice Through Speaking and Writing

Active use in speaking exercises, role plays, or writing tasks solidifies knowledge and builds confidence.

5. Exposure to Authentic Materials

Listening to podcasts, watching movies, or reading articles exposes learners to natural language use, including a
variety of phrasal verbs.

Conclusion: Navigating the Landscape of Intermediate Phrasal
Verbs

Mastering English phrasal verbs in use at the intermediate level is a pivotal step toward fluency. These versatile
expressions enrich language, making communication more expressive and authentic. While their idiomatic and
sometimes unpredictable nature poses challenges, a strategic approach—centered on contextual understanding,
thematic grouping, and active practice—can significantly accelerate learning. As learners progress, their familiarity
with phrasal verbs will not only improve their comprehension but also enable them to participate more confidently
in both casual and formal conversations. Educators, in turn, should emphasize contextual and communicative
approaches, fostering an environment where intermediate learners can experiment with and internalize these
essential language tools. In essence, the journey through intermediate-level phrasal verbs is a crucial bridge from
basic proficiency to advanced fluency. Embracing their complexity and practicing

Questions & Answers About english phrasal verbs in use
intermediate

No Question Answer

1 What are some common English Common phrasal verbs include 'get up' (to rise from bed), 'set off'
phrasal verbs used to describe daily (to leave for a destination), 'pick up' (to collect or learn), and 'wind
routines? down' (to relax after activity).

2 How does the phrasal verb 'look after' | 'Look after' means to take care of someone or something, while
differ from 'look for'? 'look for' means to search or seek for something or someone.

3 What is the meaning of 'bring up' in '‘Bring up' means to mention or start discussing a topic during a
conversations? conversation.

4 Can you explain the phrasal verb 'Give up' means to stop trying or to quit doing something, often
'give up' and when it is used? used when someone is facing difficulty or failure.

5 What does the phrasal verb 'turn "Turn down' means to reject or refuse an offer, invitation, or
down' mean? suggestion.

6 How is 'call off' used in contexts 'Call off' means to cancel or stop something that was scheduled to
related to plans or events? happen.

7 What is the difference between 'run 'Run into' means to meet someone unexpectedly, whereas 'run
into' and 'run out of'? out of' means to have no more of something left.




verbs in intermediate English?

8 How do phrasal verbs like 'give in' 'Give in' means to surrender or yield, while 'give out' means to
and 'give out' differ? distribute or emit, like light or sound.

9 What is the meaning of 'take after' 'Take after' means to resemble or have similar qualities to a family
and how is it used? member in appearance or personality.

10 | Why is it important to learn phrasal Learning phrasal verbs is essential because they are commonly

used in spoken and written English, helping you understand and
communicate more naturally and fluently.

English phrasal verbs, intermediate level, language learning, verb phrases, English grammar, speaking practice,
vocabulary building, idiomatic expressions, ESL resources, English communication
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