El Croquis 190 Rcr Arquitectes 2012
2017

el croquis 190 rcr arquitectes 2012 2017 represents a significant period in the prolific career of the renowned
Spanish architectural firm RCR Arquitectes. Recognized globally for their innovative designs, thoughtful integration
with the environment, and commitment to sustainability, RCR Arquitectes has consistently pushed the boundaries
of contemporary architecture. The years between 2012 and 2017 were particularly fruitful for the firm, marked by
numerous influential projects, exhibitions, and recognition that cemented their reputation as leading figures in the
architectural community. This article explores the evolution of RCR Arquitectes during this period, their key
projects, design philosophies, and their impact on modern architecture.

Overview of RCR Arquitectes (2012-2017)

The Firm’s Philosophy and Approach

RCR Arquitectes, founded in 1988 in Olot, Catalonia, by Rafael Aranda, Carme Pigem, and Ramon Vilalta, has
always prioritized a design philosophy rooted in harmony with the environment, cultural context, and user
experience. Their approach emphasizes:

Contextual sensitivity: understanding and respecting local landscapes and traditions
Material authenticity: using natural and locally sourced materials

Innovative spatial concepts: creating spaces that foster community and interaction
Sustainability: integrating eco-friendly solutions into their designs
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Between 2012 and 2017, these principles guided their work, leading to projects that are both aesthetically
compelling and environmentally conscious.

Key Projects (2012-2017)

During this period, RCR Arquitectes undertook a diverse range of projects, from public spaces and cultural buildings
to private residences. Here are some of their most notable works:

1. La Vila de Olot Cultural Center (2012)

This project marked a significant milestone, transforming an existing historical building into a vibrant cultural hub.
Key features include:

1. Restoration of the historic structure with modern interventions

2. Use of local stone and wood to maintain regional character

3. Open, flexible interior spaces for exhibitions, performances, and community gatherings
4. Integration with the surrounding urban fabric, fostering community engagement

The project exemplifies RCR’s philosophy of blending old and new while respecting the cultural context.
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2. The La Llagosta Sports Complex (2014)

An ambitious project aimed at promoting sports and community activities, featuring:

Dynamic form inspired by natural elements like waves and mountains
Use of lightweight, sustainable materials such as steel and glass
Innovative roofing systems that allow natural light to penetrate the interior
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Design focused on accessibility and inclusivity

This complex demonstrates RCR’s ability to design functional yet expressive public buildings.

3. The Espai d’Art Contemporani de Castellar de la Frontera
(2015)

A contemporary art space that highlights minimalism and spatial fluidity:

Clean lines and neutral color palette to emphasize artworks
Flexible gallery spaces adaptable for various exhibitions
Use of natural ventilation and lighting to reduce energy consumption
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Seamless indoor-outdoor connections through courtyards and terraces

This project underscores RCR’s commitment to sustainability and artistic dialogue.

4. Private Residences (2012-2017)

Several private homes designed during this period showcase RCR's mastery in adapting to unique site conditions:

Integration with natural landscapes, often overlooking valleys or forests
Use of local materials such as stone, clay, and wood
Innovative spatial arrangements fostering intimacy and connection with nature
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Green roofs and passive climate control techniques

Their residential projects reflect a personalized approach rooted in environmental harmony.

Architectural Style and Design Principles

Connection with Nature

A hallmark of RCR Arquitectes’ work from 2012 to 2017 is their deep connection with natural landscapes. Their
designs often:

1. Blend seamlessly into the environment
2. Use topography to influence spatial organization
3. Incorporate natural light and ventilation as core elements

This approach fosters a sense of place and sustainability.

Materiality and Craftsmanship

RCR emphasizes the authentic use of materials, often choosing:



1. Locally sourced stone for walls
2. Wood for warmth and texture
3. Glass to create transparency and visual continuity

Their craftsmanship reveals a meticulous attention to detail, elevating their structures beyond mere function.

Innovative Forms and Spatial Fluidity

Their projects frequently feature:

1. Organic shapes inspired by natural forms
2. Open-plan interiors that encourage flexibility
3. Transitions between indoor and outdoor spaces

This creates environments that are dynamic, engaging, and adaptable.

Recognition and Impact (2012-2017)

During this period, RCR Arquitectes received numerous awards and honors, including:

1. The 2017 Pritzker Architecture Prize, awarded jointly to Rafael Aranda, Carme Pigem, and Ramon Vilalta
2. Multiple national and international awards recognizing their innovative designs and sustainable practices
3. Exhibitions at prestigious venues such as the Venice Biennale and MoMA

Their influence extends beyond architecture, inspiring new generations of architects committed to sustainability,
regionalism, and craftsmanship.

Legacy and Influence

The work of RCR Arquitectes between 2012 and 2017 continues to influence contemporary architecture through:

1. Emphasis on contextual sensitivity and environmental integration

2. Innovative use of local materials and craftsmanship

3. Designs that promote social interaction and community engagement
4. Balancing tradition and innovation in architectural expression

Their projects serve as exemplars of how architecture can be both functional and poetic, rooted in place yet
forward-looking.

Conclusion

From 2012 to 2017, RCR Arquitectes cemented their reputation as architects of thoughtful, sustainable, and
contextually sensitive design. Their diverse portfolio during these years reflects a deep commitment to
environmental harmony, material authenticity, and innovative spatial concepts. As they continue to shape the
architectural landscape, their work remains a testament to the power of architecture to connect people with their
environment, culture, and community. Whether through public buildings, cultural spaces, or private residences, RCR
Arquitectes exemplifies a holistic approach that is both inspiring and enduring.

El Croquis 190 RCR Arquitectes 2012-2017: An In-Depth Review of a Landmark Architectural Monograph

Introduction
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In the realm of architectural publications, few have achieved the recognition and influence of El Croquis, the
renowned Spanish architectural magazine celebrated for its comprehensive monographs on leading architects and
their groundbreaking work. Among its most distinguished editions is El Croquis 190, dedicated to RCR Arquitectes
for the period spanning 2012 to 2017. This issue stands as a testament to the firm’s evolution, showcasing a broad
spectrum of projects that highlight their unique approach to architecture, landscape, and materiality.

This article offers an in-depth analysis of El Croquis 190 RCR Arquitectes 2012-2017, examining the content,
design, thematic focuses, and architectural significance of this monograph. Whether you're an architecture
professional, student, or enthusiast, this review aims to elucidate the importance of this publication in
understanding contemporary architectural discourse.

The Significance of RCR Arquitectes in Contemporary Architecture

Before delving into the publication itself, it's important to contextualize RCR Arquitectes. Founded in 1988 in Olot,
Catalonia, Spain, by Rafael Aranda, Carme Pigem, and Ramén Vilalta, the firm has become internationally
acclaimed for its sensitive approach to site, materiality, and the integration of architecture with the landscape.

Their work is characterized by:

A profound respect for context and environment.

Innovative use of natural and local materials.

Spatial fluidity that blurs indoor and outdoor boundaries.

A poetic sensibility that elevates functional spaces into experiential environments.
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In 2017, RCR Arquitectes was awarded the Pritzker Architecture Prize, further cementing their influence and
recognition on the global stage.

Overview of El Croquis 190: Content and Structure

El Croquis 190 is not merely a collection of projects but a comprehensive narrative that explores RCR’s architectural
philosophy during a pivotal period. Covering projects from 2012 to 2017, the publication offers:

Detailed project analyses with plans, sections, elevations, and photographs.

Architectural essays discussing themes such as materiality, landscape integration, and spatial fluidity.
Interviews and commentary from the architects themselves, providing insight into their design process.
Visual documentation capturing the atmosphere, materials, and contextual settings of each project.
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The monograph is meticulously designed to reflect the firm's ethos, often employing natural textures, subdued
color palettes, and a layout that emphasizes clarity and depth.

Thematic Exploration
1. Materiality and Sensory Experience

One of RCR’s hallmark characteristics is their innovative use of materials, often local and natural, to create tactile,
sensory-rich environments.

Key materials highlighted include:

Stone and concrete: Utilized for their durability and natural appearance.
Wood: Employed to introduce warmth and texture.

Glass: Used to forge visual connections with the surrounding landscape.
Metal elements: For structural clarity and modern accents.
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The publication showcases how these materials are carefully selected and crafted to enhance sensory engagement,
emphasizing texture, light, and shadow.



1. Landscape Integration

A recurring theme in RCR’s work, and extensively documented in this volume, is their seamless integration of
architecture within natural landscapes. Projects often:

1. Follow the contours of the terrain.
2. Use landscape elements as extensions of the built environment.
3. Employ vernacular forms and techniques to connect with local traditions.

The publication provides detailed case studies illustrating how architecture becomes a part of the landscape rather
than an imposition upon it.

1. Spatial Fluidity and Flexibility

RCR’s designs often challenge traditional notions of space, favoring fluid, adaptable environments that promote
movement and experiential richness. The monograph highlights:

1. Open-plan interiors that facilitate multifunctionality.
2. Transitional spaces that blur indoor-outdoor boundaries.
3. Variations in ceiling heights and spatial volumes to create dynamic experiences.

These aspects are dissected through detailed plans and sections, revealing the architects’ nuanced understanding
of spatial organization.

Notable Projects Featured (2012-2017)

El Croquis 190 dedicates significant space to key projects, each exemplifying different facets of RCR’s architectural
approach.

1. Espai d’Arti Creacié (Art and Creation Space), Olot (2012)

1. A cultural center designed to blend with the historic fabric of Olot.
2. Features a terraced landscape, natural stone walls, and a light-filled interior.
3. Emphasizes material honesty and contextual sensitivity.

1. Sant Antoni Library, Vilanova i la Geltrd (2014)

1. Aninnovative library with a transparent facade that invites the community in.
2. Uses local stone and timber, creating a warm, inviting atmosphere.
3. Incorporates outdoor reading terraces and open spaces.

1. Casa Serena, Girona (2015)

1. A private residence that exemplifies RCR’s mastery of materiality.
2. Combines traditional Catalan elements with contemporary construction.
3. Harmoniously integrates with the surrounding landscape.

1. The La Coma Cultural Center, Olot (2017)

1. A multifunctional space with a sculptural roof form.
2. Designed to serve as a community hub, fostering social interaction.
3. Demonstrates RCR’s skill in crafting iconic yet contextually appropriate architecture.

Architectural Analysis and Critical Reflection

El Croquis 190 offers not only visual documentation but also critical essays that analyze RCR’s evolving
architectural language during these years.
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Key points include:

1. The firm’s development toward more sculptural forms while maintaining their landscape-sensitive ethos.

2. A shift from primarily local projects to internationally recognized work, broadening their stylistic vocabulary.

3. An increased emphasis on sustainability and environmental responsiveness, aligning with global architectural
trends.

The publication invites readers to reflect on how RCR balances tradition and innovation, creating architecture that is
both poetic and pragmatic.

Design and Layout of the Publication
The magazine’s design complements RCR’s aesthetic philosophy:

Use of high-quality photography capturing textures, light, and spatial qualities.

Clean, minimal layouts that give prominence to images and drawings.

Sequential project presentation that guides the reader through thematic and chronological development.
Inclusion of sketches and conceptual diagrams to reveal the architects’ thought processes.
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This thoughtful design enhances the reader’s comprehension and appreciation of the projects’ subtleties.
Final Thoughts and Impact

El Croquis 190 RCR Arquitectes 2012-2017 stands as a definitive resource for those interested in contemporary
architecture rooted in context, materiality, and poetic spatiality. It documents a transformative period in RCR’s
career, showcasing their mastery of integrating architecture with landscape and tradition while pushing the
boundaries of form and function.

For practitioners, students, and critics, the publication offers valuable lessons in:

1. The importance of contextual sensitivity.
2. The power of material honesty.
3. The potential for architecture to serve as a poetic dialogue with its environment.

Moreover, it affirms RCR’s position as leading figures in architecture, whose work continues to inspire innovative,
sustainable, and meaningful design solutions worldwide.

Conclusion

El Croquis 190 is more than a monograph; it is a comprehensive narrative that encapsulates the essence of RCR
Arquitectes during a crucial period. Its detailed projects, insightful essays, and thoughtful presentation make it an
indispensable reference for understanding contemporary architecture’s evolving dialogue with landscape, tradition,
and innovation.

Whether viewed as an artistic achievement or a professional blueprint, this publication exemplifies the enduring
power of architecture to shape environments that are both functional and poetic, grounded in place yet forward-
looking in vision.

Questions & Answers About el croquis 190 rcr arquitectes
2012 2017

No Question Answer




considered a pivotal phase in RCR
Arquitectes' career as represented in
El Croquis 1907

1 What is the significance of El Croquis El Croquis issue 190 highlights the innovative architectural work of
issue 190 dedicated to RCR RCR Arquitectes during 2012-2017, showcasing their approach to
Arquitectes between 2012 and 20177 | blending context, materiality, and craftsmanship, and cementing

their reputation as leading figures in contemporary architecture.

2 Which notable projects by RCR The issue features key projects such as the La Rioja Museum, the
Arquitectes are featured in El Croquis | Les Cols Restaurant, and the La Vila House, illustrating RCR
1907 Arquitectes' versatility and commitment to contextual architecture

during 2012-2017.

3 How does El Croquis 190 depict RCR The publication emphasizes their focus on integrating architecture
Arqguitectes' architectural philosophy with local environments, using natural materials, and creating
during the 2012-2017 period? spaces that foster sensory experiences, reflecting their deep

respect for place and craftsmanship.

4 What design approaches and The issue highlights their use of sustainable materials, meticulous
techniques are highlighted in El detailing, and innovative structural solutions, all aiming to achieve
Croquis 190 regarding RCR harmony between architecture, landscape, and user experience.
Arquitectes' work from 2012 to 20177

5 How did RCR Arquitectes' projects The projects show a progression towards more refined,
evolve between 2012 and 2017 as contextually sensitive designs that emphasize material authenticity
documented in El Croquis 1907 and craftsmanship, reflecting their matured architectural language

over that period.

6 What role does El Croquis 190 assign | The magazine underscores how regional traditions, local materials,
to RCR Arquitectes' regional and and cultural narratives significantly influence RCR Arquitectes'
cultural influences in their designs, fostering architecture that resonates with its environment.
architecture between 2012-20177?

7 Why is the period 2012-2017 This period marks their international recognition, innovative

experimentation, and refinement of their architectural language,
making it a critical phase in establishing their global reputation and
architectural legacy.

el croquis, RCR Arquitectes, 2012, 2017, architecture portfolio, architectural sketches, RCR Arquitectes projects,
architectural design, Spain architecture, contemporary architecture
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