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Understanding the Anointing by Kenneth E. Hagin In the realm of Christian spirituality and
supernatural power, the concept of the anointing holds a significant place. Kenneth E. Hagin, a
renowned Bible teacher and faith preacher, dedicated much of his ministry to explaining and
teaching about the anointing of the Holy Spirit. His insights have helped countless believers
understand how the anointing functions in their lives, equipping them for service, healing, and
victorious living. This article aims to provide a comprehensive understanding of the anointing
based on Kenneth E. Hagin’s teachings, exploring its biblical foundations, practical applications,
and how believers today can access and walk in this divine empowerment.

What Is the Anointing According to Kenneth E. Hagin?

Kenneth E. Hagin described the anointing as the divine power and enabling presence of the
Holy Spirit that comes upon a person to fulfill God's purpose. It is not merely an emotional
feeling but an empowering force that enables believers to carry out God's work effectively.
Hagin emphasized that the anointing is available to every believer who is willing to receive it
through faith.

Key Definitions of the Anointing

- Divine Empowerment: The anointing is the Holy Spirit’s power working through believers. -
Enablement for Service: It equips believers to perform their God-given tasks. - Presence of God's
Spirit: It signifies the tangible presence of God’s Spirit upon a person. Hagin often quoted
scriptures like Isaiah 10:27 and Luke 4:18 to emphasize that the anointing destroys yokes,
removes burdens, and empowers believers for service.

Biblical Foundations of the Anointing

Kenneth E. Hagin drew extensively from Scripture to explain the nature and significance of the
anointing. Several biblical passages serve as foundational truths for understanding this divine
empowerment.

Old Testament Perspectives

- Anointing of Kings and Priests: In the Old Testament, prophets, priests, and kings were
anointed with oil to symbolize God's appointment and empowerment (1 Samuel 10:1, Exodus
30:30). - Typology of the Holy Spirit: The oil used in anointing symbolized the Holy Spirit’s
presence and power, foreshadowing the New Testament experience.



New Testament Insights

- Jesus’ Anointing: Jesus was anointed by the Holy Spirit at His baptism (Matthew 3:16-17).
Hagin taught that Jesus’ ministry was empowered by the anointing of the Holy Spirit. - Believers’
Anointing: 1 John 2:20, 27 talks about believers having an anointing from the Holy Spirit that
teaches and guides them. Hagin stressed that the New Testament believers are anointed just as
Jesus was, and this anointing is available to all who believe in Jesus Christ.

The Role and Functions of the Anointing

Kenneth E. Hagin identified several key roles and functions of the anointing in the life of a
believer.

1. Empowerment for Service

The anointing equips believers to serve effectively in ministry, whether in preaching, healing, or
other forms of service.

2. Healing and Miracles

Hagin taught that the anointing is the power that heals the sick and manifests miracles. Acts
10:38 states, “God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and power.”

3. Spiritual Warfare

The anointing provides believers with authority and victory over the devil and demonic forces.

4. Wisdom and Guidance

The Holy Spirit’s anointing helps believers discern God’s will and make wise decisions.

5. Breaking Yokes and Removing Burdens

Isaiah 10:27 mentions that the yoke is destroyed because of the anointing, symbolizing
liberation from bondage.

How to Access and Walk in the Anointing

Kenneth E. Hagin emphasized that the anointing is not automatic; believers must actively
pursue, receive, and walk in it through faith and obedience.

Steps to Receive the Anointing

- Be Born Again: The foundation of all spiritual blessings is salvation through Jesus Christ. -
Desire the Anointing: Hunger and desire for the Holy Spirit’s power (Matthew 5:6). - Believe and
Receive: Faith is essential to receive the anointing (Mark 11:24). - Pray in the Spirit: Praying in
tongues helps build the anointing within. - Meditate on the Word: The Word of God fuels the
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anointing and keeps it active. - Obey the Holy Spirit: Walking in obedience maintains the flow of
the anointing.

Living a Lifestyle of the Anointing

Kenneth Hagin taught that believers should: - Maintain a consistent prayer life. - Study and
meditate on the Scriptures. - Walk in love and forgiveness. - Be obedient to God's leading. -
Minister to others in faith.

Common Misconceptions About the Anointing

Kenneth E. Hagin addressed several misconceptions surrounding the anointing, clarifying what
it is and what it is not.

Misconception 1: The Anointing Is Only for Ministers

Hagin emphasized that the anointing is for every believer, regardless of their ministry or calling.

Misconception 2: The Anointing Is an Emotional Feeling

While the anointing can produce emotional responses, it is primarily a spiritual power and divine
enablement.

Misconception 3: The Anointing Can Be Purchased or Earned

Hagin highlighted that the anointing is a gift of God’s grace, received by faith, not something to
be bought or earned.

Practical Benefits of Walking in the Anointing

Living a life empowered by the anointing results in numerous benefits: - Supernatural Results:
Accomplishing tasks impossible in natural ability. - Effective Evangelism: Boldness and power to
lead others to Christ. - Divine Guidance: Clear direction in decisions and life choices. - Protection
and Victory: Overcoming obstacles and spiritual enemies. - Joy and Peace: Experiencing the fruit
of the Spirit in abundance.

Testimonies and Examples from Kenneth E. Hagin’s
Ministry

Kenneth E. Hagin shared many testimonies illustrating the power of the anointing: - Healing the
sick through faith and the anointing. - Seeing miracles and breakthroughs in various ministries. -
Personal experiences of divine guidance and wisdom. These testimonies serve as
encouragement for believers to seek and walk in the anointing.



Conclusion: Embracing the Anointing for a Victorious
Life

Understanding the anointing by Kenneth E. Hagin reveals that it is a vital, accessible, and
powerful aspect of the Christian life. Believers are called to seek the Holy Spirit’s empowerment
daily, knowing that the anointing is God’s divine provision for victorious living, effective
ministry, and supernatural results. By faith, obedience, and a hunger for God, every believer
can walk in the fullness of the anointing, fulfilling their divine purpose and experiencing the
abundant life Jesus promised.

Additional Resources for Deeper Study

- Hagin, Kenneth E. The Anointing. - Hagin, Kenneth E. The Name of Jesus. - Believer’s Bible
Study and teachings on the Holy Spirit. - Attend faith and healing seminars inspired by Hagin’s
teachings. Remember: The key to walking in the anointing is to stay connected to God through
prayer, faith, and obedience. As you do, you will experience the divine power working through
you to accomplish God's perfect will.

Understanding the Anointing by Kenneth E. Hagin The concept of anointing holds a central place
within Pentecostal and Charismatic Christianity, often associated with divine empowerment for
service, miracles, and spiritual breakthroughs. Kenneth E. Hagin, a prominent figure in the Word
of Faith movement, dedicated much of his ministry to teaching about the anointing—what it is,
how it functions, and how believers can access and operate in it effectively. His teachings have
influenced countless Christians worldwide, shaping their understanding of spiritual authority and
divine enablement. This article explores Hagin’s perspective on the anointing, providing a
comprehensive, analytical overview of his teachings, their biblical foundation, practical
application, and ongoing influence within the Christian community.

Understanding the Concept of Anointing in Scripture

The Biblical Roots of Anointing

The term "anointing" originates from the Hebrew word mashach, which means "to smear or
spread oil" and symbolizes consecration, empowerment, and divine approval. In biblical times,
anointing with oil was a ritual act performed on kings, priests, prophets, and objects dedicated
to God's service. It signified setting apart an individual or purpose for God's specific plan. Key
biblical references include: - Kings and Leaders: Samuel anointed Saul and David as kings (1
Samuel 10:1; 16:13). - Priests and Levites: Aaron was anointed as high priest (Exodus 29:7). -
Prophets: Many prophets were anointed to carry God's message (1 Kings 19:16). - Objects: The
tabernacle and its furnishings were consecrated through anointing (Exodus 40:9-11). Beyond
ritual, biblical anointing also symbolizes the presence and power of the Holy Spirit—an
empowerment for service and divine mission. For example, in Isaiah 61:1, the Messiah is
described as "anointed" to bring good news to the oppressed.
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Theological Significance of Anointing

In biblical theology, the anointing is more than ceremonial oil; it signifies divine authority,
empowerment, and the presence of God. It confirms that a person or task is divinely chosen and
equipped for a specific purpose. The anointing is ultimately fulfilled in Jesus Christ, who is called
the "Anointed One" (Christ in Greek), emphasizing His divine mission and authority. Within the
New Testament, the concept shifts from ritualistic oil to the indwelling and empowering
presence of the Holy Spirit. Believers are told in 1 John 2:27 that the anointing they received
from the Holy Spirit teaches them and guides them into all truth. This spiritual anointing grants
believers authority over evil, power for service, and divine wisdom.

Kenneth E. Hagin’s Teaching on the Anointing

The Core Principles of Hagin’s Doctrine

Kenneth E. Hagin’s teachings on the anointing focus on the believer’s ability to access divine
power through faith, prayer, and proper understanding of Scripture. His approach emphasizes
that the anointing is a real, tangible force made available to believers, not just a symbolic or
ceremonial act. Key principles include: - The Anointing Is Available: Believers have access to the
Holy Spirit’s power through faith in Jesus Christ. - The Anointing Is for Service: It equips
believers to fulfill their God-given calling—whether in ministry, business, or everyday life. - The
Anointing Can Be Increased: Through spiritual disciplines such as prayer, fasting, and
meditating on the Word, believers can grow in their anointing. - The Anointing Is Active: It must
be exercised through faith and action, not passively received. Hagin repeatedly stressed that
the anointing is not limited to pastors or clergy; rather, every believer has the potential to
operate in it, provided they understand how to activate and steward it.

The Role of Faith in Accessing the Anointing

A cornerstone of Hagin’s teaching is that faith is the conduit through which believers access the
anointing. He emphasized that the Holy Spirit’s power is available, but it requires active faith to
draw upon it. This aligns with James 4:2, which states, "You do not have because you do not
ask." Hagin encouraged believers to exercise their faith confidently, knowing that God is eager
to empower them. He also taught that the anointing is not based on human merit but on God's
grace, and that believers should approach it with humility and reverence, recognizing it as
divine empowerment.

Practical Aspects of Operating in the Anointing

Steps to Access and Operate in the Anointing

Hagin provided practical guidance for believers seeking to operate in the anointing: 1. Renew
Your Mind with the Word: The anointing is linked to God's Word. Meditating on Scripture builds
faith and aligns your heart with God's purpose. 2. Develop a Personal Relationship with the Holy
Spirit: Cultivate sensitivity to His leading and presence. 3. Exercise Faith in Prayer: Pray with



confidence, expecting the Holy Spirit’s power to manifest. 4. Act on the Word: Step out in
obedience, trusting that the anointing will enable you to fulfill your calling. 5. Maintain Spiritual
Discipline: Regular fasting, prayer, and worship strengthen the believer’s spiritual capacity.

Manifestations of the Anointing

According to Hagin, the anointing manifests in various ways, including: - Spiritual Gifts: Word of
wisdom, knowledge, prophecy, healing, and miracles. - Boldness and Confidence: Courage to
witness and confront challenges. - Divine Guidance: Clear direction in decision-making. -
Supernatural Results: Achieving what natural ability alone could not accomplish. He emphasized
that these manifestations are evidence of the anointing working through a believer, serving to
glorify God and edify others.

The Impact of Hagin’s Teachings on Modern Christianity

The Word of Faith Movement and the Anointing

Kenneth E. Hagin is widely regarded as a foundational figure in the Word of Faith movement,
which emphasizes positive confession, faith principles, and divine healing. His teachings on the
anointing have shaped the movement’s understanding of spiritual empowerment, emphasizing
that believers are not powerless but equipped with divine authority. This approach has led to a
proliferation of teachings, seminars, and ministries focused on activating the anointing for
personal and corporate breakthroughs.

Critiques and Controversies

While many praise Hagin’s emphasis on spiritual empowerment, critics argue that some
teachings have been misinterpreted or overemphasized, leading to prosperity teachings and
claims of guaranteed results. Skeptics question whether the focus on the anointing risks
overshadowing the sovereignty of God or fostering a consumerist faith. Nevertheless, Hagin’s
core message remains influential: that the believer’s access to the Holy Spirit’s power is central
to a victorious Christian life.

Legacy and Continuing Influence

Hagin’s teachings continue to influence pastors, evangelists, and lay believers. Many modern
revival movements trace their doctrinal roots to his emphasis on the anointing. His books,
seminars, and radio programs have reached millions, encouraging believers to seek a deeper
relationship with the Holy Spirit and operate confidently in divine power.

Conclusion: Embracing the Anointing

In essence, Kenneth E. Hagin’s teachings on the anointing serve as a call for believers to
recognize and activate the divine power available through the Holy Spirit. His biblical
foundation, combined with practical guidance, offers a pathway for Christians to experience the
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supernatural in their daily lives, ministry, and spiritual walk. By understanding the biblical
concept of anointing, cultivating faith, and exercising spiritual disciplines, believers can tap into
this divine empowerment and live victorious, purpose-driven lives aligned with God's plan. While
debates and differing interpretations exist within the broader Christian community, the core
message remains clear: the anointing is a vital, accessible resource for all who seek to serve
God effectively and impact their world with the love and power of Christ. Kenneth E. Hagin’s
teachings continue to inspire generations, urging believers to pursue a deeper understanding
and operation of the divine anointing in their lives.

Questions & Answers About understanding the
anointing by kenneth e hagin

N
o

Question Answer

1 What is the primary focus of
Kenneth E. Hagin's teachings
on the anointing?

Kenneth E. Hagin emphasizes that the anointing is the
power of the Holy Spirit given to believers to fulfill their
God-given purposes, enabling them to serve, heal, and
minister effectively.

2 How can a believer actively
cultivate and increase the
anointing in their life according
to Hagin?

Hagin teaches that believers can cultivate the anointing
through consistent prayer, faith, studying the Word of
God, and walking in obedience and holiness, which
creates an environment for the anointing to flow freely.

3 What role does faith play in
accessing and operating in the
anointing, based on Hagin's
teachings?

Faith is crucial; Hagin states that trusting in God's
promises and believing in the anointing's power
enables believers to access and operate in the
anointing effectively, aligning their faith with God's
Word.

4 Is the anointing something that
can be transferred or imparted
to others, according to Kenneth
E. Hagin?

Yes, Hagin teaches that the anointing can be imparted
through laying on of hands, prayer, and faith, allowing
others to receive an anointing for ministry or service.

5 What are common
misconceptions about the
anointing that Hagin
addresses?

Hagin clarifies that the anointing is not just emotional
excitement or superficial power but is the divine
empowerment of the Holy Spirit that requires faith,
purity, and obedience to operate effectively.

6 How does understanding the
anointing impact a believer's
effectiveness in ministry,
according to Hagin?

Understanding the anointing helps believers recognize
that their effectiveness depends on God's power
working through them, leading to greater confidence,
humility, and reliance on the Holy Spirit.

7 What practical steps does
Hagin suggest to maintain and
preserve the anointing in daily
life?

Hagin advises staying in God's Word, maintaining a
prayerful life, avoiding sin, walking in love, and
continually seeking the Holy Spirit's guidance to
preserve the anointing.

8 How does Hagin differentiate
between the anointing and
natural talent or ability?

Hagin emphasizes that the anointing is divine
empowerment from the Holy Spirit, whereas natural
talent is human ability; the anointing enhances and
enables a believer to do supernatural works beyond
natural capability.
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