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Gideon The Ninth

Gideon the Ninth is a captivating fantasy novel that has taken the sci-fi and fantasy
communities by storm, captivating readers with its unique blend of necromancy, mystery,
and dark humor. Written by Tamsyn Muir, this debut novel is the first installment in the
Locked Tomb series, setting the stage for a richly layered universe filled with complex
characters, intricate world-building, and compelling storytelling. In this article, we will
explore everything you need to know about "Gideon the Ninth," from its plot and characters
to its themes and impact on the literary landscape.

Overview of "Gideon the Ninth"

Plot Summary

"Gideon the Ninth" introduces readers to a grim and gothic universe where necromancy and
ancient power play pivotal roles. The story centers around Gideon Nav, a skilled swordfighter
and the loyal servant of Harrowhark Nonagesimus, the Ninth House's Emperor's Ninth. The
Ninth House is one of the many houses that serve the mysterious and powerful
Lyctors—immortal necromancers who command armies of the dead. The plot kicks off when
Harrow receives a summons from the Emperor of the First House, calling her and her
swordwoman, Gideon, to ascend to a deadly contest. The challenge involves traveling to the
distant and haunted Ninth House's necromantic citadel, where a series of tests will
determine who will become the Emperor's consort and gain access to forbidden knowledge
and power. As the story unfolds, Gideon and Harrow confront deadly puzzles, ancient
secrets, and their own personal demons. The novel masterfully combines elements of
mystery, action, and dark humor, culminating in revelations that reshape their
understanding of the universe and their roles within it.

Setting and World-Building

The universe of "Gideon the Ninth" is a darkly gothic universe with a mix of science fiction
elements. The setting primarily revolves around the Ninth House, a decaying, haunted
citadel filled with crypts, tombs, and necromantic laboratories. The world is richly detailed,
with each of the other eight houses possessing distinct cultures, philosophies, and magical
practices. Key aspects of the world include:

Necromancy: The art of raising and controlling the dead, central to the society and1.
politics of the universe.
Lyctors: Immortal necromancers who serve as the ultimate authority and possess2.



forbidden knowledge.
Houses: Different factions with unique customs, often competing for power and influence.3.
Technology and Magic: A blend of sci-fi and fantasy, with necromantic rituals4.
intertwined with advanced science-like procedures.

The atmosphere is gothic and eerie, often emphasizing decay, death, and the macabre, but
also infused with wit and dark humor that make the universe uniquely engaging.

Characters of "Gideon the Ninth"

Gideon Nav

Gideon is the protagonist and narrator of the story. She is a pragmatic, sharp-tongued
swordswoman with a troubled past. Despite her tough exterior, she harbors deep
insecurities and a complex relationship with her heritage and her role within the Ninth
House. Her dry wit and resilience make her a compelling central figure, and her journey is at
the heart of the novel.

Harrowhark Nonagesimus

Harrow is the heir of the Ninth House and a formidable necromancer. She is highly
intelligent, ambitious, and socially awkward, often displaying a cold and calculating
demeanor. Her relationship with Gideon is complicated—marked by dependence, rivalry, and
a shared history that adds emotional depth to the narrative.

Other Notable Characters

Emperor of the First House: The mysterious ruler who summons Harrow and Gideon,1.
representing ultimate authority and power.
Lyctor's Ascendants: Immortal necromancers who serve as the highest authority and2.
possess ancient knowledge.
Ninth House Residents: Various crypt dwellers, necromancers, and ghosts that3.
populate the haunted citadel, each adding layers to the story's complexity.

These characters, along with the richly developed world, create a tapestry of interactions
that drive the novel's suspense and emotional resonance.

Themes and Motifs in "Gideon the Ninth"
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Death and Necromancy

At its core, the novel explores themes of mortality, the afterlife, and the power of
necromancy. The characters’ relationships with death are central, challenging notions of
mortality and the desire for immortality.

Identity and Loyalty

Gideon's struggle with her identity, her past, and her loyalty to Harrow creates a compelling
narrative about personal growth and choice. The complex dynamics between characters
examine themes of trust, dependence, and independence.

Power and Corruption

The story examines how the pursuit of power can lead to corruption and moral compromise.
The ancient secrets and forbidden magic serve as allegories for the dangers of unchecked
ambition.

Humor and Darkness

Despite its dark themes, the novel is notable for its wit, humor, and satirical tone, which
provide relief amid the gothic horror and intense action.

Reception and Impact

Critical Acclaim

"Gideon the Ninth" has received widespread praise for its inventive world-building, sharp
prose, and compelling characters. Critics have lauded Tamsyn Muir's ability to blend genres
seamlessly, creating a fresh take on necromancy and gothic horror.

Fanbase and Community

The novel has cultivated a passionate fanbase, inspiring fan art, cosplay, and discussions
across social media platforms. Its unique characters and complex themes have sparked
extensive analysis and interpretation.

Influence on Genre

By successfully merging science fiction and fantasy with gothic horror and humor, "Gideon
the Ninth" has influenced contemporary genre fiction, encouraging authors to experiment
with tone and form.



Where to Read "Gideon the Ninth"

The novel is available in various formats, including hardcover, paperback, e-book, and
audiobook. It is widely available through major booksellers, libraries, and online platforms
such as Amazon, Barnes & Noble, and independent bookstores.

Sequel and Series Continuation

The success of "Gideon the Ninth" has led to the continuation of the Locked Tomb series
with subsequent books:

Harrow the Ninth – The sequel, which delves deeper into Harrow's story and the1.
universe's mysteries.
Alecto the Ninth – The third book, further expanding the narrative and exploring new2.
characters.
Nona the Ninth – The upcoming installment, promising to unveil more secrets of the3.
universe.

These sequels continue to expand on the complex themes and characters introduced in the
first book, making the series a must-read for fans of dark fantasy and science fiction.

Conclusion

In summary, "Gideon the Ninth" is a groundbreaking novel that combines gothic aesthetics,
necromantic magic, and sharp wit to create a compelling and original story. Its intricate
world-building, memorable characters, and thematic depth have earned it a prominent place
in contemporary fantasy literature. Whether you're a fan of dark fantasy, science fiction, or
mystery, "Gideon the Ninth" offers a captivating journey into a universe where death is just
the beginning of the adventure. As the first book in the Locked Tomb series, it promises
many more thrilling stories to come, making it a must-read for anyone seeking innovative
and thought-provoking fiction.

Gideon the Ninth: An In-Depth Exploration of a Dark Fantasy Masterpiece

Introduction

In the vast landscape of modern fantasy literature, few books have captured the imagination
quite like Gideon the Ninth by Tamsyn Muir. Since its debut, this novel has been heralded as
a groundbreaking blend of necromancy, science fiction, and dark humor—an intricate
tapestry that challenges conventions and invites readers into a uniquely immersive
universe. Whether you're a seasoned fantasy aficionado or a newcomer to the genre,
understanding the depths of Gideon the Ninth offers a rewarding journey into a richly
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constructed world, compelling characters, and innovative storytelling.

Overview of Gideon the Ninth

Gideon the Ninth was first published in 2019 by Tordotcom, quickly earning critical acclaim
for its inventive narrative and distinctive voice. The novel is the first installment in The
Locked Tomb series, which promises a sprawling saga full of mystery, necromancy, and
political intrigue. Muir’s debut novel stands out not just for its genre-blending but also for its
sharp wit and complex characterizations.

At its core, Gideon the Ninth is a story about survival, loyalty, and the search for identity
amid a backdrop of cosmic horror and deadly competition. The novel combines gothic
elements with science fiction tropes, creating a universe where magic is intertwined with
technology, and the stakes are nothing short of life and death.

Setting and World-Building

The Universe: A Fusion of Necromancy and Technology

The universe of Gideon the Ninth is a hauntingly beautiful, yet treacherous landscape that
defies traditional genre boundaries. It takes place across a sprawling galaxy where
necromancy—referred to as "the Ninth House" magic—is a scientific and arcane discipline.
This magic is intertwined with advanced technology, blurring the lines between sorcery and
science.

The central setting revolves around the Ninth House, a decaying, gothic mansion filled with
secrets, shadows, and death. The Ninth House is one of twelve houses, each associated with
a different aspect of necromantic power, and each with its own culture, customs, and
hierarchy. The houses are not just spiritual or magical groupings but also political entities
vying for dominance in a universe governed by the mysterious and godlike Lictors.

The House of the Ninth

The Ninth House is characterized by its bleak, oppressive architecture—stone corridors, dark
crypts, and a pervasive sense of decay. It is both a place of death and a seat of power,
where necromancer-ascendants and their apprentices engage in deadly political
machinations. The environment reflects the novel's themes: decay, resilience, and the
pursuit of power at all costs.

Main Characters and Their Development

Gideon Nav

The protagonist, Gideon Nav, is a rebellious, witty, and fiercely loyal young woman who
serves as the novel’s narrator. Raised in poverty and rough circumstances, Gideon is a



soldier by training but has a complex relationship with authority and morality. Her sharp
tongue and sardonic humor mask a deeply ingrained sense of loyalty, especially toward her
mistress and friend, Harrowhark.

Gideon's character arc is central to the novel, evolving from a scrappy survivor to someone
who confronts her own identity and purpose amidst the deadly stakes of the contest she
finds herself in.

Harrowhark Nonagesimus

Harrowhark, often called Harrow, is the head of the Ninth House and Gideon’s mistress. She
is cold, calculating, and intensely ambitious. Her obsession with survival and mastery over
necromancy drives much of the plot.

Harrow’s complex personality and her relationship with Gideon—marked by a mixture of
mutual respect, manipulation, and underlying affection—add layers of depth to the story.

Other Notable Characters

The Lyctor: Enigmatic, godlike beings—former necromancers elevated to near-1.
immortality—whose motivations are shrouded in mystery.
The Other Contestants: Representatives from other houses, each with their own agendas,2.
strengths, and secrets, contributing to the novel’s tense political landscape.

Plot Summary and Themes

The Premise: A Deadly Invitation

The novel begins with Gideon being forcibly recruited to serve Harrowhark in a mysterious
competition initiated by the Lictor—a divine figure tasked with guiding the necromantic
houses. The contest involves a series of deadly trials within the Ninth House, with the
ultimate goal of ascending to the position of a Lyctor.

Major Themes

Survival and Loyalty: The characters are faced with life-or-death choices, where alliances1.
are fragile, and betrayal is ever-present.
Identity and Self-Discovery: Gideon’s journey is as much about understanding herself as it2.
is about surviving the contest.
Power and Corruption: The novel explores how desire for power corrupts, and how3.
individuals navigate moral ambiguity.
Death and Mortality: Necromancy’s central role emphasizes mortality’s omnipresence,4.
forcing characters to confront their own mortality and that of others.

Plot Highlights



©
unitedstates.sandbox.xylemappliedwater.com

Gideon The Ninth 7

The initial recruitment and the deadly trials within the Ninth House.1.
The complex relationships and rivalries among the participants.2.
The uncovering of ancient secrets hidden within the cryptic halls of the mansion.3.
The revelation of cosmic and divine forces at play, leading to a climax filled with treachery4.
and revelation.

Style and Tone

Gideon the Ninth is renowned for its distinctive voice—sharp, witty, and unflinchingly honest.
Muir’s prose combines gothic elegance with colloquial humor, creating a tone that is both
macabre and amusing. The narrative voice, delivered through Gideon’s first-person
perspective, offers a compelling mix of sarcasm, vulnerability, and insight.

The novel’s tone oscillates between darkly humorous and intensely serious, capturing the
chaos of its universe while maintaining a sense of intimacy and immediacy. This balance
keeps readers engaged, providing levity amid the tension and horror.

Literary Devices and Innovations

Unconventional Narrative Voice: The first-person narration from Gideon offers a fresh1.
perspective, blending humor with emotional depth.
Genre Blending: The fusion of gothic horror, science fiction, and fantasy creates a unique2.
genre hybrid that appeals to a broad audience.
World-Building: Muir employs detailed descriptions, customs, and cultural nuances to craft3.
a believable, immersive universe.
Symbolism: Themes of decay, resurrection, and divine power are woven throughout the4.
narrative, enriching the story’s layers.

Critical Reception and Impact

Gideon the Ninth has been lauded for its originality, engaging characters, and inventive
world-building. Critics have praised Muir’s ability to blend dark humor with profound themes,
creating a novel that is both entertaining and thought-provoking.

The novel’s success has led to:

Multiple nominations and awards, including the Hugo Award for Best Novel.1.
A dedicated fanbase that appreciates the series’ depth and complexity.2.
Influence on subsequent fantasy and science fiction works, inspiring authors to3.
experiment with genre conventions.

Conclusions: Why Gideon the Ninth Stands Out

Gideon the Ninth is more than just a dark fantasy novel; it is an innovative exploration of



mortality, power, and identity set within a richly imagined universe. Its compelling
characters, unique narrative voice, and genre-blending approach make it a must-read for
anyone interested in stories that challenge traditional boundaries.

For readers seeking a novel that combines gothic horror with science fiction, infused with
humor and emotional honesty, Gideon the Ninth offers an unforgettable experience. It
invites you into a universe where death is not the end but a gateway to new
possibilities—where loyalty, courage, and curiosity are your best weapons against the
darkness.

Final Thoughts

If you are considering diving into Gideon the Ninth, prepare for a journey that defies
expectations. From its haunting setting to its memorable characters and inventive
storytelling, this book exemplifies modern fantasy’s potential to surprise, provoke, and
entertain. Whether you’re captivated by its gothic atmospheres, intrigued by its cosmic
mysteries, or charmed by Gideon’s snarky narration, this novel promises a rewarding
adventure—one that will linger long after the last page is turned.

Questions & Answers About gideon the ninth

N
o

Question Answer

1 What is 'Gideon the Ninth'
about?

'Gideon the Ninth' is a science fantasy novel by
Tamsyn Muir that follows Gideon, a skilled
swordswoman, as she navigates a deadly court
intrigue on a gothic spaceship, blending necromancy,
mystery, and dark humor.

2 Who are the main characters
in 'Gideon the Ninth'?

The main characters include Gideon Nav, the
rebellious swordswoman; Harrowhark, the Ninth
House master and necromancer; and other Lyctor
and House members involved in the complex political
and supernatural conflicts.

3 What genre does 'Gideon the
Ninth' belong to?

'Gideon the Ninth' is primarily a blend of science
fiction, fantasy, and mystery, often categorized as
'grimdark' with gothic horror elements and dark
humor.

4 Is 'Gideon the Ninth' part of a
series?

Yes, 'Gideon the Ninth' is the first book in The Locked
Tomb series, followed by 'Harrow the Ninth' and
'Nona the Ninth', expanding the universe and
storyline.
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5 Why has 'Gideon the Ninth'
gained popularity recently?

The novel has gained popularity due to its unique
blend of genres, complex characters, inventive world-
building, and strong representation, making it a
favorite among sci-fi and fantasy readers and book
clubs.

6 Are there any adaptations or
upcoming projects related to
'Gideon the Ninth'?

As of October 2023, there have been discussions
about potential TV or film adaptations, but no official
announcements have been made. Fans are eagerly
awaiting more news on adaptations.

Gideon the Ninth, Ninth House, necromancy, sci-fi fantasy, Tamsyn Muir, lesbian
protagonists, space necromancers, dark fantasy, LGBTQ+ characters, gothic atmosphere
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