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Mongoose Traveller 2e

Mongoose Traveller 2e is the latest edition of the renowned science fiction role-playing game (RPG)
that has captivated players and game masters alike since its original release. Designed to immerse
players in the vast expanse of space exploration, interstellar diplomacy, and futuristic adventure,
Mongoose Traveller 2e offers a comprehensive and flexible system that caters to both newcomers and
seasoned veterans of sci-fi RPGs. In this article, we will explore the core features of Mongoose Traveller
2e, its game mechanics, setting options, and why it remains a top choice for sci-fi role-playing
enthusiasts.

Overview of Mongoose Traveller 2e

Mongoose Traveller 2nd Edition (2e) is a streamlined reimagining of the classic Traveller RPG, first
published in 1977 by Game Designers' Workshop. Mongoose Publishing acquired the rights to produce a
new edition and released Mongoose Traveller 2e in 2016, aiming to modernize the rules while honoring
the game's rich legacy. The core book provides everything players and game masters need to create
characters, run campaigns, and explore a universe full of possibilities. This edition emphasizes
modularity, allowing GMs to tailor the game to their preferred style—whether focused on hard science
fiction, space opera, or a mix of both. The rule system is designed to be accessible yet detailed enough to
support complex storylines and character development.

Core Features of Mongoose Traveller 2e

Flexible Character Creation
One of the standout features of Mongoose Traveller 2e is its character creation system. Players can
generate characters through a detailed, step-by-step process that covers:

Background and Skills: Choose from diverse backgrounds such as Navy, Marine, Merchant, Scout,1.
and more, each providing unique skills and traits.
Attributes: Assign values to core attributes like Strength, Dexterity, Intelligence, and Education,2.
which influence various skills and abilities.
Career Paths: Characters can serve in different careers, gaining skills, ranks, and benefits over time.3.
Life Events and Traits: Incorporate personal history, health, and quirks that add depth to characters.4.

This comprehensive approach encourages players to craft detailed, believable characters with rich
backstories.

Robust Game Mechanics
Mongoose Traveller 2e features a streamlined yet flexible rule system that balances realism with
gameplay enjoyment. Key mechanics include:

Skill System: A broad skill list allows characters to excel in various fields, from piloting and1.



engineering to diplomacy and combat.
Combat: Tactical yet straightforward combat rules cover personal combat, starship combat, and ship-2.
to-ship engagements.
Economics and Trade: Detailed economic systems enable players to engage in trade, commerce, and3.
resource management across different star systems.
Travel and Exploration: Rules for interstellar travel, navigation, and encountering alien civilizations4.
make exploration an integral part of gameplay.

The mechanics are designed to be adaptable, supporting campaigns focused on military, exploration,
political intrigue, or trade.

Starship Design and Combat
Starship gameplay is a core aspect of Mongoose Traveller 2e. The game offers a detailed starship
creation system, allowing players and GMs to:

Create custom starships with specific attributes, systems, and configurations.1.
Manage starship operations, including navigation, engineering, and combat roles.2.
Engage in ship-to-ship combat with tactical rules that balance realism and playability.3.

This system enables campaigns to include epic space battles, ship upgrades, and strategic management.

Setting and Campaign Options

Mongoose Traveller 2e provides a flexible framework for different types of campaigns and settings within
the sci-fi genre. Some popular options include:

Imperial and Interstellar Settings
The core setting revolves around a vast interstellar empire, with players navigating political intrigue,
military conflicts, and economic challenges. The Traveller universe includes:

The Third Imperium: A sprawling empire with diverse cultures, factions, and power struggles.1.
Frontier Worlds: Less developed regions ripe for exploration and adventure.2.
Alien Civilizations: Encounters with extraterrestrial species and civilizations.3.

Supplemental Sourcebooks and Expansions
To enrich gameplay, Mongoose publishes numerous supplements, including:

Alien Modules: Details on alien species and planets.1.
Equipment and Technology: Advanced gear, ships, and weapons.2.
Historical Campaigns: Pre-designed adventures and settings for quick-start play.3.

These resources expand the scope of campaigns and help GMs craft immersive worlds.
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Why Choose Mongoose Traveller 2e?

There are several reasons why Mongoose Traveller 2e remains a popular choice among sci-fi role-players:

Rich Lore and Setting Flexibility: The game provides a detailed universe with room for1.
customization.
Balanced Rule System: Easy to learn yet capable of supporting complex scenarios.2.
Modular Design: GMs can adapt the rules and setting to their preferences.3.
Extensive Support and Resources: A wide array of supplements, adventures, and online4.
communities provide ongoing support.
Encourages Creative Storytelling: Deep character options and exploration mechanics inspire5.
dynamic campaigns.

Whether you're interested in gritty space exploration, epic space opera, or diplomatic intrigue, Mongoose
Traveller 2e offers the tools to bring your vision to life.

Getting Started with Mongoose Traveller 2e

For those new to the game, starting with the core rulebook is recommended. It contains all necessary
rules, background information, and guidelines for running campaigns. Here are some tips:

Read the Core Rules Thoroughly: Familiarize yourself with character creation, starship mechanics,1.
and combat systems.
Start Small: Begin with a simple adventure or sandbox campaign to introduce players to the universe.2.
Utilize Resources: Explore online forums, fan communities, and published adventures for ideas and3.
support.
Customize Settings: Adapt the universe to suit your group's interests, whether focusing on4.
exploration, political intrigue, or combat.

With its comprehensive rules and flexible design, Mongoose Traveller 2e offers countless hours of
engaging gameplay.

Conclusion

In summary, Mongoose Traveller 2e stands out as a versatile and richly detailed science fiction role-
playing game that caters to a wide range of play styles. Its robust mechanics, extensive setting options,
and supportive community make it an excellent choice for players seeking to explore the depths of space
and tell compelling stories of adventure, diplomacy, and discovery. Whether you're a seasoned gamer or
new to sci-fi RPGs, Mongoose Traveller 2e provides the tools to craft your own epic space saga. Embrace
the galaxy and start your journey today!

Mongoose Traveller 2e: A Comprehensive Guide for Sci-Fi Role-Playing Enthusiasts

In the vast universe of science fiction role-playing games, Mongoose Traveller 2e stands out as a richly
detailed, versatile, and player-focused system that captures the essence of interstellar adventure.
Building upon the foundations of its predecessor, Mongoose Traveller 2e offers a streamlined yet



expansive experience for gamers eager to explore distant worlds, navigate complex political landscapes,
and simulate a realistic future society. Whether you're a seasoned veteran or new to the Traveller
universe, this guide aims to unpack the core elements of Mongoose Traveller 2e, providing insights into
its mechanics, setting, and how to craft memorable campaigns.

Introduction to Mongoose Traveller 2e

Mongoose Traveller 2e is a second edition of the popular science fiction role-playing game originally
created in the late 1970s. Developed by Mongoose Publishing, it refines and expands the core mechanics
introduced in the original Traveller, emphasizing accessibility without sacrificing depth. The system is
designed to simulate realistic space-faring adventures, focusing on characters’ careers, economic
survival, and exploration.

This edition aims to modernize gameplay, streamline character creation, and introduce flexible rules for
storytelling. It appeals to players who enjoy gritty realism, detailed world-building, and a sandbox
approach to interstellar storytelling.

Core Mechanics and System Overview

Dice System and Resolution

At its heart, Mongoose Traveller 2e employs a simple 2d6 (two six-sided dice) resolution mechanic. When
attempting a task, players roll 2d6 and add relevant skill or attribute modifiers. The target number (TN)
determines success or failure, with lower TNs indicating easier tasks.

Key Attributes

The core attributes include:

Strength (STR)1.
Dexterity (DEX)2.
Endurance (END)3.
Intelligence (INT)4.
Education (EDU)5.
Social Standing (SOC)6.

These attributes influence skills, combat, and character development.

Skills and Specializations

Skills are categorized broadly, such as Pilot, Gunnery, Engineering, and Medicine. Characters can also
develop specialized skills through training, which enhances their effectiveness in specific scenarios. Skill
progression is typically achieved through gameplay and character advancement.

Careers and Character Generation

One of the hallmark features of Mongoose Traveller 2e is its detailed career system, allowing characters
to 'live' their lives before adventuring. Characters can choose from various careers such as Navy, Scout,
Merchant, or Scholar, each with unique benefits and risks.

The career path influences:

Skills gained1.
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Resources accumulated2.
Life events experienced3.

Characters have opportunities for promotions, injuries, and personal development during their careers,
adding richness and realism to the storytelling.

Setting and Campaign Themes

Mongoose Traveller 2e is set within the expansive universe of the Traveller setting, which includes
numerous star systems, factions, and technological levels. The game emphasizes exploration, trade,
diplomacy, and conflict.

The Third Imperium

Most campaigns are set within the Third Imperium, a sprawling interstellar empire with complex political
hierarchies. The setting provides a backdrop filled with intrigue, piracy, and technological marvels.

Other Settings and Variants

While the core book centers on the Imperium, the system is flexible enough to support:

Post-apocalyptic worlds1.
Alien civilizations2.
Corporate-controlled systems3.
Frontier and frontier worlds4.

This flexibility allows GMs and players to tailor campaigns to their preferred themes.

Designing Your Campaign

Starting a Campaign

When planning a campaign, consider:

The tone: gritty realism, political intrigue, exploration, or combat-focused.1.
The scope: interstellar adventure or localized stories.2.
Player characters’ backgrounds: their careers, motivations, and connections.3.

Adventure Hooks

Potential adventure ideas include:

Investigating a mysterious signal from a remote planet.1.
Smuggling operations through imperial borders.2.
Negotiating trade agreements with alien species.3.
Surviving a shipwreck on an uncharted planet.4.

Incorporating Realism

The game employs realistic travel times, resource management, and character survival mechanics,
encouraging players to plan carefully and think tactically.

Character Creation Deep Dive

Step-by-Step Process



Determine Attributes: Roll or assign initial attribute scores.1.
Choose a Career: Select or roll for a career path.2.
Generate Skills: Acquire skills based on career history.3.
Wealth and Equipment: Determine starting resources and gear.4.
Personal Details: Flesh out background, motivations, and connections.5.

Career Life Events

Each career can involve events like:

Promotions1.
Accidents2.
Awards3.
Personal tragedies4.

These events influence the character’s development and story potential.

Combat and Encounters

Mongoose Traveller 2e maintains a realistic and tactical approach to combat:

Turn-based initiative1.
Cover and terrain effects2.
Detailed weapon and armor stats3.

Combat is dangerous and deadly, emphasizing strategic planning and resource conservation.

Advanced Rules and Expansion Content

The core rulebook provides a comprehensive foundation, but players and GMs can expand their
experience with:

Supplementary books: such as Book 2: Science-Fiction, which introduces alien species, advanced1.
technology, and new rules.
Modules and adventures: published adventures to jumpstart campaigns.2.
House rules: adapting mechanics for specific campaign styles.3.

Why Choose Mongoose Traveller 2e?

Strengths

Realism and Depth: Detailed career systems and resource management.1.
Flexibility: Suitable for various tones, from gritty survival to diplomatic intrigue.2.
Character Backgrounds: Rich life histories that influence gameplay.3.
Modular Content: Expanding options through official supplements.4.

Considerations

Complexity: The detailed mechanics may require a learning curve.1.
Pacing: Character generation and career development can slow initial gameplay.2.
Setting Familiarity: Requires some knowledge of the Traveller universe for full immersion.3.

Final Thoughts
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Mongoose Traveller 2e offers a compelling, immersive experience for science fiction enthusiasts seeking
a game that balances realism with storytelling flexibility. Its emphasis on character careers, resource
management, and exploration makes every campaign a unique journey through the stars. Whether you're
interested in high-stakes diplomacy, daring exploration, or gritty survival, Mongoose Traveller 2e
provides the tools to craft compelling narratives across the vast reaches of space.

By understanding its mechanics, setting, and potential for customization, GMs and players can harness
the richness of this system to create memorable campaigns that capture the spirit of classic sci-fi
adventure. As the universe expands with new supplements and community content, Mongoose Traveller
2e continues to be a robust choice for those eager to chart their own course among the stars.

Questions & Answers About mongoose traveller 2e

No Question Answer

1 What are the key themes of
Mongoose Traveller 2e?

Mongoose Traveller 2e focuses on classic sci-fi exploration,
interstellar politics, trade, and adventure, emphasizing a
realistic portrayal of space travel and colonization.

2 How does Mongoose Traveller 2e
differ from the original Traveller
RPG?

Mongoose Traveller 2e updates the core rules with
streamlined mechanics, enhanced character creation
options, and expanded setting details, making it more
accessible while maintaining the game's gritty, realistic tone.

3 What character creation options
are available in Mongoose
Traveller 2e?

Players can create characters with diverse backgrounds,
careers, and skills, including options for military, scientific,
and civilian roles, with detailed lifepath systems to develop
their backstories.

4 Is Mongoose Traveller 2e suitable
for new players?

Yes, the game offers clear rules and guidance, making it
accessible for newcomers to sci-fi RPGs, while still providing
depth for experienced players.

5 What settings or campaigns are
supported by Mongoose Traveller
2e?

The core rulebook provides a sandbox setting for interstellar
exploration, along with detailed sectors and adventure
hooks; additional campaign materials are available through
supplements.

6 Can Mongoose Traveller 2e be
integrated with other sci-fi RPG
systems?

Yes, its modular rules and open-ended design allow for
adaptation and integration with other sci-fi role-playing
games and settings.

7 What are the core mechanics of
Mongoose Traveller 2e?

The game uses a d100 system with skills and attributes,
emphasizing realistic physics and problem-solving, with
simplified combat and action resolution rules.

8 Are there any new species or alien
races introduced in Mongoose
Traveller 2e?

The core book introduces several alien species and provides
guidelines for creating new ones, supporting diverse
interstellar societies.

9 Where can I find additional
resources or community support
for Mongoose Traveller 2e?

Official Mongoose Publishing forums, online RPG
communities, and fan-created content sites offer a wealth of
resources, adventures, and tips for players and Game
Masters.

mongoose traveller 2e, role-playing game, sci-fi RPG, space exploration, futuristic adventures, Mongoose
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