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Steal Like An Artist

Steal like an artist: Unlocking Creativity through Inspired Borrowing In the realm of
creativity and innovation, the phrase "steal like an artist" has become a mantra for many
artists, writers, entrepreneurs, and creators seeking to develop their unique voice. Coined by
Austin Kleon in his bestselling book Steal Like an Artist, this concept challenges the
misconception that originality means inventing something entirely new from scratch.
Instead, it encourages embracing influence, learning from others, and transforming existing
ideas into something fresh and personal. In this comprehensive guide, we’ll explore the
meaning of stealing like an artist, how to ethically and creatively borrow ideas, and practical
tips to foster originality by building upon existing works.

Understanding the Concept of "Stealing Like an Artist"

What Does It Mean to "Steal" Like an Artist?

The phrase "steal like an artist" is a provocative way of saying that all creative work is, in
some sense, a remix of what has come before. It doesn’t imply plagiarism or copying in a
dishonest way but rather the conscious absorption of influences, ideas, and techniques to
develop something uniquely yours. Austin Kleon emphasizes that every artist, writer, or
innovator is influenced by the world around them, and that’s not only inevitable but
essential to growth. Key points: - Creativity is built upon existing ideas. - Borrowing is a form
of homage and learning. - The goal is to transform influences into your own work.

The Difference Between Inspiration and Plagiarism

While "stealing" sounds negative, it’s crucial to distinguish it from outright theft or
plagiarism. Ethical borrowing involves: - Giving credit where it’s due. - Transforming and
remixing ideas to create something new. - Adding personal insights and style. Plagiarism, by
contrast, involves copying someone else's work without acknowledgment or transformation,
which damages credibility and stifles originality.

Why "Stealing" Is Essential for Creativity

Fostering Innovation Through Borrowing

Many renowned creators, from Picasso to Steve Jobs, have openly acknowledged their
inspirations. They didn’t copy but instead reinterpreted and combined influences to forge



new paths. This process of "stealing" nurtures innovation because it: - Provides a foundation
to build upon. - Sparks new ideas through the fusion of existing concepts. - Helps overcome
creative blocks by engaging with familiar material.

Learning from Others to Develop Your Style

Engaging with works you admire allows you to: - Understand different techniques and
perspectives. - Identify what resonates with you. - Incorporate elements into your own work
to develop a unique style. The more you study and "steal" thoughtfully, the more confident
you become in expressing your creative voice.

Practical Ways to Steal Like an Artist

1. Collect and Curate Your Inspirations

Create a habit of gathering inspiring works, ideas, quotes, images, and sounds. Use
notebooks, digital mood boards, or playlists to assemble your collection. Tips: - Save
snippets from books, articles, or art pieces. - Follow creators whose work you admire. - Keep
a dedicated folder or journal for ideas.

2. Study and Analyze

Deeply analyze the works that inspire you to understand what makes them compelling.
Questions to ask: - What techniques do they use? - How do they structure their work? - What
emotions or reactions do they evoke?

3. Remix and Reinterpret

Take elements from different sources and combine them in new ways. Examples: - Mash up
genres or styles. - Incorporate motifs from various artists. - Reimagine a concept with your
own twist.

4. Add Your Personal Touch

Transform borrowed ideas into something distinctly yours by infusing your perspective,
voice, or experiences. Strategies: - Write with your own voice. - Use your life stories or
insights. - Experiment with new mediums or formats.

5. Give Credit and Acknowledge Influences

Honoring your sources demonstrates integrity and enriches your work. Ways to do this: -



©
unitedstates.sandbox.xylemappliedwater.com

Steal Like An Artist 3

Mention inspirations in your projects or descriptions. - Collaborate or engage with original
creators. - Share stories behind your work.

Overcoming Common Challenges in Stealing Like an Artist

1. Fear of Being Unoriginal

Remember, all artists borrow; the key is in transformation. Use influences as a launching
pad, not a crutch.

2. Intellectual Property Concerns

Always strive to create new context and meaning. When in doubt, give credit or seek
permission.

3. Creative Blocks

Borrowing can serve as a reset button. Engage with works you love to reignite your passion.

Examples of "Stealing" in Action

Music: The Beatles drew inspiration from American rock and roll, blending styles to create1.
their iconic sound.
Technology: Steve Jobs famously combined existing technologies and ideas to develop2.
revolutionary products like the iPhone.
Literature: Writers often remix themes, motifs, and storytelling techniques from classic3.
works to craft modern narratives.

Conclusion: Embrace the Art of Inspired Borrowing

"Steal like an artist" is more than just a catchy phrase; it’s a philosophy that champions
curiosity, learning, and transformation. By consciously and ethically borrowing from others,
you can accelerate your creative growth, develop your unique voice, and produce work that
resonates deeply. Remember, originality often emerges from the synthesis of influences—so
don’t be afraid to explore, remix, and reinvent. Keep collecting inspiration, analyze deeply,
and let your own voice shine through as you continue your creative journey.

Additional Resources for Aspiring Creators

- Book: Steal Like an Artist by Austin Kleon - Website:
[austinkleon.com](https://austinkleon.com) - Podcast: The Creative Pep Talk by Andy J. Pizza



- Courses: Creative workshops on remixing, storytelling, and design By adopting the mindset
of "stealing" like an artist, you open yourself up to endless possibilities for innovation and
self-expression. So go ahead—borrow, remix, and make something extraordinary today!

Steal Like an Artist: Unpacking the Creative Truths Behind Innovation

In the world of creativity and innovation, the phrase "steal like an artist" has become a
rallying cry for those seeking to break free from creative stagnation and forge their own
unique paths. While the phrase may evoke images of plagiarism or outright theft, its true
essence lies in understanding how the most inventive minds draw inspiration from existing
works—transforming, reimagining, and elevating them into something new. The concept
encourages artists, writers, entrepreneurs, and thinkers to embrace influence as a vital
component of the creative process, rather than shun it.

This article dives deep into what it means to "steal like an artist," exploring its origins,
practical applications, and the nuanced difference between inspiration and imitation. By
understanding this philosophy, creators can unlock the power of influence as a catalyst for
originality, ensuring their work resonates authentically while standing on the shoulders of
giants.

The Origins of "Steal Like an Artist"

The phrase gained widespread popularity through Austin Kleon’s bestselling book "Steal Like
an Artist," published in 2012. Kleon argues that no creative work is truly original; instead, all
artists borrow from their predecessors—sometimes consciously, often unconsciously. The
key is to "steal" in a way that respects the source material while making it your own.

Kleon emphasizes that every artist is a product of their influences, citing that even iconic
figures like Picasso or Steve Jobs drew inspiration from various sources. The idea isn’t to
copy but to absorb and remix ideas, creating something that feels fresh and authentic. His
message is simple yet profound: embrace influence, remix it, and make it your own.

The Difference Between Inspiration, Imitation, and Plagiarism

Understanding the subtle distinctions between inspiration, imitation, and plagiarism is
crucial for anyone interested in the philosophy of "stealing" as a creative strategy.

Inspiration: The Spark of Creativity

Inspiration involves a spark, an idea or emotion that motivates the creator.1.
It often manifests as a mood, theme, or concept that influences a work.2.
Example: A painter inspired by a sunset might create a piece that captures the mood3.
rather than copying the scene exactly.
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Imitation: The Learning Tool

Imitation is a deliberate attempt to mimic a style or technique to learn from it.1.
It’s often used as an educational step—emulating the masters to develop skills.2.
Example: A musician replicating a jazz solo to understand its intricacies.3.

Plagiarism: The Ethical Boundary

Plagiarism involves copying someone else's work and presenting it as your own without1.
credit.
It’s unethical and often illegal.2.
Example: Copying entire paragraphs from a source without attribution.3.

"Steal like an artist" encourages moving beyond mere imitation towards a respectful,
transformative process that involves remixing and personal reinterpretation.

How to "Steal" Effectively: The Practical Approach

The process of stealing like an artist involves intentional and mindful practices. Here are
some actionable strategies:

Consume Widely and Deeply1.

Expose yourself to diverse sources—books, music, films, art, conversations, and1.
experiences.
Deep engagement helps you internalize patterns, themes, and techniques.2.

Identify What Resonates1.

Determine which elements excite or inspire you.1.
Is it a lyric, a visual style, a narrative structure, or a concept?2.

Deconstruct and Analyze1.

Break down the work into its components.1.
Understand how it was created: What makes it effective? What techniques are used?2.

Remix and Reimagine1.

Take the core ideas and transform them.1.
Combine influences in new ways.2.
Add your unique perspective, voice, or twist.3.

Attribute and Acknowledge1.

While not always necessary in a creative context, giving credit fosters integrity.1.



Recognize the influence, especially in collaborative or academic settings.2.

The Ethical and Creative Boundaries

While "stealing" can be a powerful creative tool, it’s vital to navigate ethical boundaries
carefully. The goal isn’t to copy outright but to use influence as a springboard.

Key principles include:

Transformative Work: Ensure your creation adds something new—be it a new perspective,1.
style, or message.
Respect Originality: Avoid copying entire works wholesale; instead, focus on inspiration.2.
Credit When Due: Acknowledge sources if your work closely resembles or references3.
others.

By adhering to these principles, creators can avoid plagiarism and foster innovation rooted
in respect and originality.

The Benefits of Stealing Like an Artist

Adopting this mindset offers multiple advantages:

Overcoming Creative Blocks1.

When stuck, borrowing elements from existing works can reignite inspiration.1.
Remixing familiar ideas in new contexts sparks fresh creativity.2.

Accelerating Learning1.

Imitating techniques accelerates skill development.1.
Understanding foundational elements helps in crafting authentic work.2.

Building a Personal Style1.

By absorbing influences, creators can discover their voice.1.
The process of remixing leads to a distinctive style that reflects a blend of inspirations.2.

Fostering Innovation1.

Combining disparate influences can lead to groundbreaking ideas.1.
Innovation often occurs at the intersection of different fields or styles.2.

Famous Examples of "Stealing" and Reinvention

Many renowned creators have exemplified the philosophy of "stealing like an artist" through
their work:

Steve Jobs and the Xerox Alto: Steve Jobs famously "stole" the graphical user interface1.
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from Xerox and refined it into the Apple Macintosh, revolutionizing personal computing.
The Beatles: Borrowed melodies, chord progressions, and techniques from blues and folk2.
musicians, transforming them into their signature sound.
Picasso: Drew inspiration from African masks and primitive art, integrating these3.
influences into Cubism.

These examples show that influence, when reinterpreted thoughtfully, can lead to
transformative innovations.

Cultivating a Creative Environment

To effectively "steal" like an artist, creators should nurture environments conducive to
inspiration:

Keep a sketchbook or journal for ideas and observations.1.
Engage with diverse media and disciplines.2.
Surround yourself with collaborative and stimulating communities.3.
Dedicate time for reflection and incubation, allowing influences to ferment into original4.
ideas.

The Myth of Originality and Embracing Influence

In modern culture, there's often an obsession with "originality" as a scarce commodity. But
in reality, all creativity is a remix of what came before. The key is not to avoid influence but
to own it—to make it your own through transformation.

"Steal like an artist" demystifies the myth of pure originality, emphasizing that the most
groundbreaking work often comes from deep engagement with existing ideas.

Final Thoughts: Embracing the Remix Culture

In a digital age characterized by rapid information exchange and democratized access to
knowledge, the idea of "stealing" takes on new dimensions. Remix culture celebrates the
blending, sampling, and reimagining of existing works to create something novel.

By understanding and practicing the art of "stealing," creators can:

Build upon the successes of others.1.
Innovate through synthesis.2.
Cultivate an authentic voice rooted in a rich tapestry of influences.3.

"Steal like an artist" isn’t about theft in the traditional sense but about adopting a mindset
that sees influence as a vital ingredient in the recipe for originality. It empowers creators to
embrace their sources, remix them with integrity, and produce work that feels both personal
and innovative.



In conclusion, the journey of creativity is less about inventing from nothing and more about
weaving together the threads of inspiration, influence, and ingenuity. By stealing like an
artist, creators can unlock a world of possibilities—turning borrowed ideas into masterpieces
that resonate, inspire, and endure.

Questions & Answers About steal like an artist

N
o

Question Answer

1 What does 'steal like an artist'
mean in creative work?

'Steal like an artist' means drawing inspiration from
others' work, remixing ideas, and making them your
own, rather than copying outright. It encourages
learning from existing sources to develop your unique
style.

2 Is it ethical to 'steal' ideas in
art and creativity?

Yes, it is ethical as long as you credit your sources,
transform the ideas into your own work, and avoid
plagiarism. The concept promotes learning and
evolution through influence, not copying.

3 How can I 'steal' effectively
without plagiarizing?

By studying the work that inspires you, understanding
its core, and then reinterpreting or combining ideas in
new ways. Always add your personal touch and give
credit where due.

4 What are some practical ways
to implement 'steal like an
artist' in my projects?

Collect inspiration from various sources, experiment
with combining different influences, take notes on
what resonates, and iterate on ideas to create
something uniquely yours.

5 Does 'steal like an artist'
encourage copying or
innovation?

It encourages innovation by learning from others'
work, then transforming and building upon it to
create something new, rather than simple copying.

6 Who popularized the phrase
'steal like an artist'?

Austin Kleon popularized the phrase in his book 'Steal
Like an Artist,' emphasizing that all creative work
builds on previous ideas and influences.

7 Can 'steal like an artist' be
applied outside of art, like in
business or technology?

Absolutely. In business and tech, it means studying
successful models, adapting ideas creatively, and
innovating on existing concepts to develop new
solutions.

creativity, inspiration, originality, imitation, innovation, art techniques, remix culture,
creative process, learning from others, artistic influence
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