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Oxford Word Skills Intermediate Test

Oxford Word Skills Intermediate Test is a popular assessment designed to evaluate the
vocabulary and language proficiency of learners at an intermediate level. Whether you are
preparing for an exam, enhancing your language skills, or simply aiming to measure your
progress, understanding the format and content of this test can significantly improve your
chances of success. In this comprehensive guide, we will explore the key aspects of the
Oxford Word Skills Intermediate Test, including its structure, types of questions, tips for
preparation, and resources to help you excel.

Understanding the Oxford Word Skills Intermediate Test

What is the Test?

The Oxford Word Skills Intermediate Test is part of the Oxford University Press’s series
designed to develop and assess vocabulary knowledge across various levels. Specifically
tailored for learners at the B1-B2 level of the Common European Framework of Reference
for Languages (CEFR), this test evaluates your ability to understand, use, and manipulate
words in context. It is often used by students, teachers, and language institutions to gauge
progress and identify areas needing improvement.

Purpose of the Test

The main objectives of the Oxford Word Skills Intermediate Test include: - Measuring
vocabulary breadth and depth - Assessing understanding of word formation, synonyms,
antonyms, and collocations - Evaluating ability to use words appropriately in different
contexts - Preparing learners for higher-level language proficiency exams

Structure and Format of the Test

Typical Components

The test generally comprises several sections, each targeting different aspects of
vocabulary skills:

Multiple Choice Questions (MCQs): Selecting the correct word or phrase to complete1.
sentences.
Fill-in-the-Blanks: Completing sentences with appropriate words based on context.2.
Matching Exercises: Linking words to their definitions, synonyms, or collocations.3.



Word Formation Tasks: Creating derivatives or related words from root words.4.
Synonyms and Antonyms: Choosing words with similar or opposite meanings.5.

Duration and Scoring

The test typically lasts between 30 to 45 minutes, depending on the format and number of
questions. Scoring is based on the number of correct answers, with detailed feedback often
provided to identify specific strengths and weaknesses.

Common Types of Questions in the Oxford Word Skills
Intermediate Test

1. Multiple Choice Questions (MCQs)

These questions assess your ability to select the most appropriate word or phrase in a
given context. For example: - Choose the best word to complete the sentence: He was very
____ about the meeting, so he prepared all the necessary documents. - a) anxious - b)
confident - c) nervous - d) prepared

2. Fill-in-the-Blanks

You are given sentences with missing words that you need to fill in correctly: - The
company is planning to ____ its operations next year. - a) expand - b) contract - c) reduce -
d) limit

3. Matching Exercises

Match words to their definitions or synonyms: - Match the words to their meanings: 1.
Reliable 2. Disappoint 3. Significant - a) To let down someone - b) Important or meaningful
- c) Dependable

4. Word Formation Tasks

Transform root words into appropriate derivatives: - Form a noun from the verb 'decide.' -
Answer: decision - Create an adjective from the noun 'beauty.' - Answer: beautiful

5. Synonyms and Antonyms

Identify words with similar or opposite meanings: - Choose the synonym for 'happy': - a) sad
- b) joyful - c) angry - d) bored
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Tips for Preparing for the Oxford Word Skills
Intermediate Test

1. Build a Robust Vocabulary

- Regularly learn new words and phrases. - Use vocabulary notebooks or digital flashcards.
- Focus on collocations, phrasal verbs, and common idioms.

2. Practice with Past Papers and Sample Tests

- Familiarize yourself with the test format. - Identify recurring question types. - Time
yourself to improve speed and accuracy.

3. Improve Contextual Understanding

- Read extensively in English, including articles, books, and journals. - Pay attention to how
words are used in different contexts.

4. Learn Word Formation and Derivatives

- Practice forming nouns, adjectives, and verbs from root words. - Understand prefixes and
suffixes and their meanings.

5. Use Online Resources and Apps

- Engage with interactive quizzes and vocabulary games. - Use platforms like Oxford
Learner’s Dictionaries or other language learning apps.

Recommended Resources for Oxford Word Skills
Intermediate Test Preparation

Oxford Word Skills Series: Books tailored for different levels, including intermediate.1.
Online Practice Tests: Websites offering free practice questions and mock tests.2.
Vocabulary Apps: Duolingo, Quizlet, Memrise, and others with specialized vocabulary3.
modules.
English Reading Materials: Newspapers, magazines, and online articles to see words4.
in context.
Language Exchange and Conversation Groups: Practice speaking and using new5.
vocabulary in real conversations.



Strategies for Success in the Oxford Word Skills
Intermediate Test

1. Manage Your Time Effectively

Allocate specific time blocks for each section based on the number of questions. Don’t
spend too long on difficult questions—mark them and return later if time permits.

2. Read Instructions Carefully

Ensure you understand what each question requires—whether it's choosing the correct
word, matching, or transforming words.

3. Focus on Context

Use the surrounding words and overall sentence meaning to guide your choices, especially
in fill-in-the-blank questions.

4. Review Your Answers

If time allows, go back and double-check your responses to catch any mistakes or
misinterpretations.

Conclusion

The Oxford Word Skills Intermediate Test is a valuable tool for assessing and improving
your vocabulary and language skills at an intermediate level. By understanding its
structure, practicing various question types, and utilizing targeted resources, you can
significantly enhance your performance. Remember, consistent practice, exposure to
diverse texts, and active engagement with new words are key to mastering the vocabulary
skills necessary to succeed. Whether you're aiming for academic achievement, professional
development, or personal growth, preparing effectively for this test will open doors to
higher proficiency and confidence in English.

Oxford Word Skills Intermediate Test: An In-Depth Review and Expert Analysis

Introduction

In the world of language learning, especially for those aiming to elevate their English
vocabulary and comprehension skills, the Oxford Word Skills Intermediate Test stands out
as a comprehensive tool. Developed by Oxford University Press, renowned for their
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linguistic resources, this assessment offers learners a structured way to evaluate and
enhance their vocabulary breadth and usage. Whether you are a self-studier, an educator,
or a language school administrator, understanding the nuances of this test can help
optimize your learning strategies and curriculum design.

What Is the Oxford Word Skills Intermediate Test?

The Oxford Word Skills Intermediate Test is a diagnostic and practice-based assessment
designed to evaluate learners' proficiency in vocabulary and word usage at an intermediate
level. It aligns with the content and skills covered in the Oxford Word Skills series, which is
widely used across the globe for self-study and classroom learning.

Key Features:

Targeted Vocabulary Assessment: Focuses on common, useful vocabulary for everyday1.
communication.
Range of Language Skills: Tests not only word recognition but also understanding of2.
word formation, collocations, and contextual usage.
Progress Tracking: Provides learners with clear insights into areas of strength and3.
weakness.
Authentic Contexts: Uses real-life situations and texts to evaluate vocabulary application.4.

Structure and Format of the Test

Understanding the test’s architecture can help learners prepare more effectively. The
Oxford Word Skills Intermediate Test is typically divided into several sections, each
targeting specific language skills.

Multiple Choice Questions (MCQs)1.

This section assesses recognition and understanding of vocabulary through selecting the
correct word or phrase based on a given context.

Example: Choosing the appropriate synonym or antonym.1.
Focus: Word meanings, collocations, and common usage.2.

Fill-in-the-Blanks and Gap-Filling Exercises1.

Learners are required to complete sentences with the correct form or word.

Example: Conjugating verbs, choosing the right preposition.1.
Focus: Word form, grammatical accuracy, and contextual fit.2.

Matching Exercises1.

Matching words with their definitions, synonyms, or collocations.



Example: Connecting a word with its correct definition.1.
Focus: Vocabulary comprehension.2.

Short Answer and Open-Ended Questions1.

Some sections may include brief responses to test understanding of nuanced vocabulary.

Example: Explaining the meaning of a word in your own words.1.
Focus: Depth of comprehension and ability to paraphrase.2.

Listening and Reading Comprehension (Optional)1.

In some versions, the test may incorporate audio or reading passages to evaluate
contextual vocabulary understanding.

Content Coverage and Skills Assessed

The Oxford Word Skills Intermediate Test emphasizes a broad spectrum of vocabulary-
related skills, critical for effective communication.

A. Word Formation

Understanding prefixes, suffixes, root words, and how words are built.

Importance: Enables learners to expand their vocabulary and infer meanings of1.
unfamiliar words.

B. Collocations

Recognizing common word pairings that sound natural.

Examples: "Make a decision," "Strong coffee," "Heavy rain."1.

C. Synonyms and Antonyms

Differentiating between similar and opposite words to avoid repetition and enhance
expression.

D. Register and Formality

Distinguishing between formal and informal usages.

Example: "Commence" vs. "Start."1.

E. Contextual Usage

Applying words appropriately based on the situation, tone, and purpose.

Benefits of the Oxford Word Skills Intermediate Test
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Engaging with this test offers multiple advantages for learners seeking to improve their
English vocabulary.

Diagnostic Feedback1.

The test provides detailed results, pinpointing specific areas that require improvement,
such as:

Confusion between similar words.1.
Incorrect preposition usage.2.
Limited understanding of collocations.3.

This feedback helps tailor subsequent study sessions for maximum efficiency.

Reinforcement of Learning1.

Practicing with authentic questions reinforces memory and understanding, making
vocabulary more readily retrievable during speech or writing.

Confidence Building1.

Regular testing and progress tracking boost learners’ confidence, encouraging more active
language use.

Preparation for Real-Life Communication1.

By simulating real-world language contexts, the test prepares learners for practical
situations, such as travel, work, or academic environments.

How to Prepare for the Oxford Word Skills Intermediate Test

Preparation is key to performing well. Here are expert-recommended strategies:

Regular Practice with the Oxford Word Skills Series1.

The series offers structured units that mirror the test content. Reviewing these units will
familiarize learners with the types of questions and vocabulary patterns.

Expand Active Vocabulary1.

Passive recognition isn't enough; learners should aim to actively incorporate new words
into speaking and writing.

Use flashcards, vocabulary notebooks, or apps to reinforce learning.1.

Engage in Contextual Learning1.

Read widely—newspapers, novels, academic articles—to see vocabulary in use.



Pay attention to collocations and idiomatic expressions.1.

Practice Past Tests and Sample Questions1.

Simulate test conditions to improve time management and reduce anxiety.

Analyze errors and seek clarification for persistent mistakes.1.

Incorporate Listening and Reading Practice1.

If the test includes these components, regular exposure to spoken and written English
enhances contextual understanding.

Tips for Success During the Test

Read Instructions Carefully: Ensure understanding of what each question requires.1.
Manage Time Wisely: Allocate appropriate time to each section to avoid rushing.2.
Use Context Clues: Pay attention to surrounding words to infer meanings.3.
Review Your Answers: If time permits, double-check responses, especially in fill-in-the-4.
blank sections.
Stay Calm and Focused: Confidence can significantly impact performance.5.

Limitations and Considerations

While the Oxford Word Skills Intermediate Test is a robust tool, it’s important to be aware
of its limitations:

Focus on Vocabulary: Does not extensively assess grammar or pronunciation.1.
Level Appropriateness: Designed for intermediate learners; beginners or advanced2.
learners may find it less challenging or too simplistic.
Supplementary Practice Needed: Should be used alongside speaking, writing, and3.
comprehensive language assessments for well-rounded proficiency.

Final Thoughts: Is the Oxford Word Skills Intermediate Test Worth It?

For learners committed to expanding their vocabulary and understanding of English, the
Oxford Word Skills Intermediate Test offers a valuable, structured, and authentic
assessment experience. It serves not only as a diagnostic tool but also as a motivation
booster, encouraging learners to identify their strengths and target areas for improvement.

Pros:

Well-aligned with the Oxford Word Skills series.1.
Offers clear feedback and progress tracking.2.
Covers a broad array of vocabulary skills.3.
Suitable for self-study and classroom settings.4.
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Cons:

Limited scope for grammatical or pronunciation assessment.1.
May require supplementary resources for comprehensive language mastery.2.

In conclusion, integrating this test into your study routine can significantly enhance your
vocabulary mastery, confidence, and overall language proficiency. Coupled with consistent
practice and exposure to real-world English, it can be a cornerstone in your journey toward
fluency.

Final Recommendation

If you're an intermediate learner aiming to solidify your vocabulary skills, consider using
the Oxford Word Skills Intermediate Test as a regular progress checkpoint. Pair it with
active vocabulary exercises, reading, and speaking practice, and you'll find yourself well on
your way to achieving your language learning goals.

Questions & Answers About oxford word skills
intermediate test

N
o

Question Answer

1 What types of questions are
typically included in the
Oxford Word Skills
Intermediate test?

The test usually includes questions on vocabulary,
word formation, collocations, phrasal verbs, and
word choice to assess the learner's ability to
understand and use words appropriately.

2 How can I best prepare for
the Oxford Word Skills
Intermediate test?

Practice regularly with sample exercises, review
vocabulary lists, and focus on understanding word
patterns, collocations, and context usage to improve
your performance on the test.

3 Are there specific strategies
to improve my score on the
Oxford Word Skills
Intermediate test?

Yes, strategies include reading widely to encounter
new vocabulary, practicing synonym and antonym
exercises, and doing timed practice tests to improve
speed and accuracy.

4 How important is
understanding context when
answering questions on the
Oxford Word Skills
Intermediate test?

Understanding context is crucial because many
questions require selecting the correct word or
phrase based on its meaning within a sentence or
paragraph, enhancing comprehension and accuracy.

5 Can the Oxford Word Skills
Intermediate test help
improve my overall English
vocabulary?

Absolutely, practicing for this test can significantly
expand your vocabulary, improve your understanding
of word usage, and boost your confidence in using
English effectively.



6 Where can I find practice
materials or sample tests for
the Oxford Word Skills
Intermediate test?

You can find practice materials in official Oxford
University Press resources, student textbooks, online
language learning platforms, and dedicated websites
offering sample tests and exercises.

Oxford, Word Skills, Intermediate, Test, Vocabulary, English, Language Learning, Practice,
Skills Development, Assessment
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