
©
unitedstates.sandbox.xylemappliedwater.com

Mercedes Benz Chassis Number Chart 1

Mercedes Benz Chassis Number
Chart

Mercedes Benz chassis number chart is an essential tool for vehicle identification, verification, and
historical tracking. Whether you're a car enthusiast, a mechanic, or a potential buyer, understanding how to
interpret Mercedes Benz chassis numbers can provide valuable insights into the vehicle's origin, specifications,
and manufacturing details. This comprehensive guide will help you decode the Mercedes Benz chassis number
chart, explaining its structure, significance, and how to utilize it effectively for various purposes.

Understanding the Mercedes Benz Chassis Number
The chassis number, also known as the Vehicle Identification Number (VIN), is a unique 17-character code
assigned to each Mercedes Benz vehicle. This code encodes critical information about the vehicle’s make,
model, engine type, manufacturing plant, and production year.

What is a Mercedes Benz Chassis Number?
The Mercedes Benz chassis number is a standardized alphanumeric sequence that provides a snapshot of the
vehicle’s identity. It is usually found:

On the dashboard near the windshield on the driver’s side.1.
On the driver’s side door frame or pillar.2.
In official vehicle documentation, such as registration papers and insurance certificates.3.

Importance of the Chassis Number Chart
The chassis number chart breaks down the VIN into segments, each representing different vehicle attributes.
Knowing how to read this chart allows you to:

Verify vehicle authenticity and detect potential fraud.1.
Identify the manufacturing plant and date.2.
Determine specific vehicle features and specifications.3.
Access detailed vehicle history reports.4.

Structure of the Mercedes Benz Chassis Number (VIN)
Mercedes Benz uses the standard 17-character VIN format, which can be segmented into specific parts, each
with its own meaning. Here’s a typical breakdown:

VIN Structure Breakdown
World Manufacturer Identifier (WMI) – Characters 1-31.
Vehicle Descriptor Section (VDS) – Characters 4-92.
Vehicle Identifier Section (VIS) – Characters 10-173.



Decoding the Mercedes Benz VIN Chart
Let’s explore each segment in detail, providing the typical data they contain and how to interpret them.

1. World Manufacturer Identifier (WMI) – Characters 1-3
This segment identifies the manufacturer and the country where the vehicle was assembled.

First character: Country of origin or final assembly (e.g., ‘W’ indicates Germany).1.
Second character: Manufacturer (e.g., ‘DB’ for Mercedes Benz).2.
Third character: Vehicle type or manufacturing division.3.

Examples:

WDB – Mercedes Benz passenger cars manufactured in Germany.1.
WDC – Mercedes Benz commercial vehicles.2.

2. Vehicle Descriptor Section (VDS) – Characters 4-9
This section reveals information about the vehicle model, body style, engine type, and transmission.

Characters 4-5: Model series or platform.1.
Characters 6-7: Body style and engine code.2.
Character 8: Restraint system or safety features.3.
Character 9: Check digit for VIN validation.4.

Note: The exact coding varies across model years and vehicle types. Refer to official Mercedes Benz VIN
decoding charts for precise interpretation.

3. Vehicle Identifier Section (VIS) – Characters 10-17
This segment uniquely identifies the individual vehicle.

Character 10: Model year code (e.g., ‘K’ = 2019).1.
Character 11: Assembly plant code.2.
Characters 12-17: Serial production number (unique to each vehicle).3.

Mercedes Benz Chassis Number Chart: A Detailed Look
To facilitate easier decoding, here is a simplified Mercedes Benz chassis number chart with common codes and
their meanings.

Model Year Codes
| Code | Year | Code | Year | ||||| | A | 2010 | K | 2019 | | B | 2011 | L | 2020 | | C | 2012 | M | 2021 | | D | 2013 | N |
2022 | | E | 2014 | P | 2023 | | F | 2015 | R | 2018 | | G | 2016 | S | 2017 | | H | 2017 | T | 2018 | Note: The letter
‘O’, ‘Q’, ‘U’, ‘Z’ are generally not used to avoid confusion with numbers.

Plant Codes
| Code | Location | Description | |||| | 01 | Sindelfingen | Passenger cars assembly | | 02 | Rastatt | Convertible
and coupe models | | 03 | Bremen | Vans and commercial vehicles | | 04 | Mladá Bha | Production in Czech
Republic |
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Engine Codes
Your VIN’s specific characters can indicate engine type, such as:

OM651: 2.1L diesel engine.1.
M274: 1.33L turbocharged four-cylinder engine.2.

Matching these codes within the VIN allows you to determine the exact engine installed.

Using the Mercedes Benz Chassis Number Chart for
Vehicle Verification
Decoding the chassis number is crucial for verifying the authenticity and history of a Mercedes Benz vehicle.
Here is how you can leverage the chart:

Identify the manufacturing country and plant: Confirm it aligns with the vehicle’s documentation.1.
Determine the model year: Cross-reference the year code for accuracy.2.
Verify the engine type and specifications: Check if the vehicle matches the original configuration.3.
Track manufacturing details: Use the serial number to find production records or for potential recalls.4.

Additional Resources for Decoding Mercedes Benz VINs
While the VIN chart provides a solid foundation, for detailed vehicle history reports or to verify specific features,
consider the following resources:

Mercedes Benz official VIN decoder: Available on the manufacturer’s website or authorized service1.
centers.
Third-party VIN decoding services: Websites like Carfax, AutoCheck, or VINCheckPro.2.
Mercedes Benz VIN lookup tools: Specialized tools that provide detailed specs and history based on VIN.3.

Common Challenges and Tips for Accurate Decoding
Decoding the Mercedes Benz chassis number chart can sometimes be complicated due to:

Model year changes and updates in VIN coding standards.1.
Regional variations in VIN structure.2.
Counterfeit or tampered VINs.3.

Tips:

Always cross-reference VIN data with official documentation or trusted sources.1.
Use multiple decoding tools for consistency.2.
If in doubt, consult a certified Mercedes Benz mechanic or dealership.3.

Conclusion
A well-understood Mercedes Benz chassis number chart unlocks a wealth of information about any vehicle. From
confirming authenticity to understanding specifications and manufacturing details, decoding the VIN is a vital
step for enthusiasts, buyers, and owners alike. By familiarizing yourself with the structure and common codes,
you can ensure a thorough understanding of your Mercedes Benz vehicle and make informed decisions.
Whether you're verifying a used car’s history or restoring a classic, mastering the Mercedes Benz chassis
number chart is an invaluable skill that enhances your vehicle knowledge and confidence.



Mercedes Benz Chassis Number Chart: Unlocking the Secrets Behind Your Vehicle’s Identity

Introduction

The phrase mercedes benz chassis number chart often conjures images of complex codes and cryptic
sequences. For automotive enthusiasts, collectors, or even everyday owners, understanding the significance of
a Mercedes-Benz chassis number (also known as the Vehicle Identification Number or VIN) can unlock a wealth
of information about a vehicle’s origin, specifications, and history. This article delves into the structure of
Mercedes-Benz chassis numbers, explaining how to interpret them, and explores the significance of each
segment. Whether you're verifying a classic model or checking the details of a recent purchase, grasping the
chassis number chart is an invaluable skill.

What Is a Mercedes-Benz Chassis Number (VIN)?

A chassis number or VIN is a unique alphanumeric code assigned to each vehicle by the manufacturer. It acts as
the vehicle's fingerprint — a distinctive identifier that encapsulates critical data, such as the manufacturing
plant, production year, model, engine type, and more.

Mercedes-Benz, renowned for its luxury and engineering excellence, adheres to standardized VIN formats
consistent with international guidelines set by the ISO (International Organization for Standardization). However,
Mercedes also employs its own coding conventions to embed specific details pertinent to its manufacturing
processes.

The Structure of a Mercedes-Benz Chassis Number Chart

The typical Mercedes-Benz VIN consists of 17 characters, each segment conveying specific information.
Understanding the chassis number chart involves decoding these segments to reveal insights about the vehicle.

The Basic VIN Structure

| Position | Number of Characters | Description | Examples |

|||||

| 1-3 | World Manufacturer Identifier (WMI) | Identifies the manufacturer and country of origin | WDB (Mercedes-
Benz Germany) |

| 4-9 | Vehicle Descriptor Section (VDS) | Details about vehicle model, body style, engine type | 123456 |

| 10 | Model Year Code | Indicates the model year | A for 2010, B for 2011 |

| 11 | Plant Code | Factory where assembled | A, B, C, D, etc. |

| 12-17 | Serial Number | Unique production sequence number | 000001 to 999999 |

Deciphering the Mercedes-Benz Chassis Number Chart

World Manufacturer Identifier (WMI) — Characters 1-31.

The WMI is standardized globally, providing immediate insight into the vehicle's origin.

WDB: Mercedes-Benz passenger cars manufactured in Germany.1.
4JG: Mercedes-Benz G-Class vehicles produced in the United States.2.
WDC: Mercedes-Benz commercial vehicles.3.
WDD: Mercedes-Benz passenger cars produced in Germany, often associated with newer models.4.

Example:

A VIN starting with WDB indicates a German-made Mercedes-Benz passenger car.

Vehicle Descriptor Section (VDS) — Characters 4-91.

This segment encodes details like model type, body style, engine, and safety features.
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Model Code: Indicates specific models, such as E-Class, S-Class, or C-Class.1.
Body Style: Sedan, coupe, convertible, SUV, etc.2.
Engine Type: Gasoline, diesel, hybrid, or electric.3.
Transmission: Manual or automatic.4.
Additional Features: Special packages or regional variants.5.

Decoding the VDS:

Mercedes-Benz maintains a comprehensive chart for VDS segments, but some common patterns include:

C12345: A typical pattern where the first two characters denote the model family.1.
6 or 7 characters: Often specify engine type, transmission, and other features.2.

Example:

A VDS like WDBFA48D1JA123456 indicates a specific model with embedded features.

Model Year Code — Character 101.

Mercedes-Benz uses a standardized code to denote the production year, cycling through letters and digits.

| Year | Code | Year | Code | Year | Code |

|||||||

| 1980 | A | 1990 | K | 2000 | Y |

| 1981 | B | 1991 | L | 2001 | 1 |

| 1982 | C | 1992 | M | 2002 | 2 |

| 1983 | D | 1993 | N | 2003 | 3 |

| 1984 | E | 1994 | P | 2004 | 4 |

| 1985 | F | 1995 | R | 2005 | 5 |

| 1986 | G | 1996 | S | 2006 | 6 |

| 1987 | H | 1997 | T | 2007 | 7 |

| 1988 | J | 1998 | V | 2008 | 8 |

| 1989 | K | 1999 | W | 2009 | 9 |

| 2010 | A | 2011 | B | 2012 | C |

Note: The code resets after 2009, then continues alphabetically.

Plant Code — Character 111.

This character reveals the manufacturing plant.

| Code | Factory Location |

|||

| A | Sindelfingen, Germany |

| B | Bremen, Germany |

| C | Rastatt, Germany |

| D | Tuscaloosa, USA |

| E | East London, South Africa |



| F | Bangkok, Thailand |

Example:

A VIN with C at position 11 indicates Rastatt plant.

Serial Number — Characters 12-171.

A sequential number unique to each vehicle produced at the plant, used for identification.

Practical Applications of the Mercedes-Benz Chassis Number Chart

Deciphering the chassis number is not merely academic; it has practical implications:

Verifying Authenticity: Ensures the vehicle is genuine, especially important in classic car markets.1.
Determining Specifications: Understands exactly what features and configurations your vehicle has.2.
Tracking Vehicle History: Assists in checking recalls, service history, or accident reports.3.
Restoration and Parts Matching: Ensures compatibility when sourcing replacement parts.4.

How to Use a Mercedes-Benz VIN Chart in Practice

Locate the VIN:1.

Typically found on the dashboard near the windshield, driver’s side door frame, or vehicle registration
documents.

Identify Segments:1.

Break down the VIN into its constituent parts as per the chart.

Decode Step-by-Step:1.

Use official Mercedes-Benz VIN decoding resources or reputable online databases to interpret each segment.

Cross-Verify Details:1.

Match the decoded information with the vehicle’s documentation to confirm authenticity.

Consult Specialized Resources:1.

Mercedes-Benz offers detailed VIN decoding charts, and third-party tools can further assist in comprehensive
analysis.

Limitations and Considerations

While the VIN provides a wealth of information, some caveats include:

Regional Variations: Different markets may have slight variations in encoding.1.
Model Updates: As Mercedes-Benz updates its models, VIN structures may evolve.2.
Aftermarket Modifications: Changes made post-manufacture might not be reflected in the VIN.3.
Forgery Risks: Always verify VINs through official channels to prevent fraud.4.

Conclusion

Understanding the mercedes benz chassis number chart empowers owners, enthusiasts, and professionals to
decode vital vehicle information quickly and accurately. From identifying the manufacturing plant to verifying
the model year and features, decoding the VIN offers insights that enhance ownership experience, aid in
restoration, and bolster resale confidence. As Mercedes-Benz continues to innovate and evolve, so too does the
complexity and richness of its chassis number coding system. By mastering this decoding process, you gain a
deeper appreciation of the engineering and craftsmanship behind each vehicle, and a valuable tool for ensuring
authenticity and quality.

Whether you're preparing for a restoration project or simply want to learn more about your vehicle, the VIN
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remains a key to unlocking Mercedes-Benz’s automotive heritage.

Questions & Answers About mercedes benz chassis
number chart

No Question Answer

1 What is a Mercedes Benz chassis
number chart?

A Mercedes Benz chassis number chart is a reference guide that
helps identify and decode the vehicle's unique chassis or VIN
number, providing details about the model, manufacturing date,
and specifications.

2 How can I decode my Mercedes Benz
chassis number?

You can decode your Mercedes Benz chassis number by
comparing it to a chassis number chart or using online VIN
decoding tools specific to Mercedes models, which interpret the
characters to reveal vehicle details.

3 Why is the chassis number important
for Mercedes Benz vehicles?

The chassis number is important because it uniquely identifies
your vehicle, helps verify its authenticity, track manufacturing
information, and obtain accurate service or parts replacement
details.

4 Where can I find the chassis number
on my Mercedes Benz?

The chassis number is typically located on the dashboard near
the windshield, on the driver’s side door frame, or in the
vehicle’s registration documents and insurance papers.

5 Are Mercedes Benz chassis number
charts publicly available?

Yes, many Mercedes Benz chassis number charts are publicly
available online through automotive forums, official dealer
resources, and VIN decoding websites, though some detailed
charts may require authorized access.

6 Can a chassis number chart help me
determine the production year of my
Mercedes Benz?

Yes, a chassis number chart can help identify the production
year by decoding specific characters in the VIN that indicate the
manufacturing date.

7 What do the different sections of a
Mercedes Benz chassis number
represent?

Different sections of the chassis number typically represent the
manufacturer, model, engine type, manufacturing plant, and
production sequence, depending on the decoding chart used.

8 Is there a difference between a VIN
and a chassis number for Mercedes
Benz?

No, in most cases, the VIN (Vehicle Identification Number) and
chassis number are the same, serving as the unique identifier for
the vehicle, though terminology may vary regionally.

9 Can I use a chassis number chart to
verify the authenticity of a used
Mercedes Benz?

Yes, comparing your vehicle’s chassis number to a chart can
help verify its authenticity and confirm that it matches the
original manufacturer specifications.

10 Are Mercedes Benz chassis number
charts useful for classic or vintage
models?

Absolutely, chassis number charts are valuable for identifying
and dating classic and vintage Mercedes Benz models, aiding
collectors and restorers in verifying authenticity and production
details.

Mercedes Benz chassis number, VIN decoding, chassis number location, Mercedes VIN guide, vehicle
identification number, chassis code lookup, Mercedes Benz VIN chart, chassis number format, VIN decoding
software, Mercedes Benz production code
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