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Ocimf Ship To Ship Transfer Guide

Ocimf Ship to Ship Transfer Guide: Ensuring Safety and Efficiency in Maritime
Operations

The OCIMF Ship to Ship Transfer Guide serves as an essential resource for maritime professionals involved in the transfer of
cargo, particularly liquid bulk cargoes such as oil and petrochemicals, between ships at sea. As international trade continues to
grow, the importance of safe, efficient, and environmentally responsible ship-to-ship (STS) operations cannot be overstated. This
comprehensive guide, developed by the Oil Companies International Marine Forum (OCIMF), provides industry-standard best
practices, safety protocols, and operational procedures to minimize risks and ensure smooth transfers in various maritime
environments.

Understanding the OCIMF Ship to Ship Transfer Guide

What is the OCIMF Ship to Ship Transfer Guide?

The OCIMF Ship to Ship Transfer Guide offers detailed recommendations and procedures for conducting STS transfers safely at
sea or in port. It covers technical, operational, safety, environmental, and security aspects, serving as a benchmark for ship
operators, charterers, port authorities, and regulators. The guide aims to promote consistency, safety, and environmental
protection during these complex operations.



Scope and Applicability

Liquid cargo transfers, including oil, chemicals, and liquefied gases1.
Operations conducted at sea, in anchorages, or at designated terminals2.
Transfer operations involving different vessel types such as tankers, barges, and FPSOs3.
Emergency procedures and contingency planning4.

Key Components of the OCIMF Ship to Ship Transfer Guide

Pre-Transfer Planning and Risk Assessment

Effective planning is critical to ensure a safe transfer process. Prior to any operation, a detailed risk assessment must be
conducted, considering factors such as weather conditions, vessel compatibility, cargo type, and environmental sensitivities.

Review of cargo compatibility and transfer limits1.
Assessment of weather and sea state conditions2.
Verification of vessel readiness and equipment status3.
Coordination with port authorities, pilots, and other stakeholders4.

Operational Procedures and Safety Measures

The guide emphasizes strict adherence to operational procedures to mitigate risks such as spills, collisions, and injuries. Some key
procedures include:

Proper mooring and positioning of vessels1.
Use of standardized transfer equipment and safe connection methods2.
Implementation of communication protocols between vessels and control centers3.
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Monitoring of transfer parameters such as flow rates and pressures4.
Emergency shutdown procedures and spill response readiness5.

Environmental and Security Considerations

Protecting the environment is a core aspect of the OCIMF guidelines. This involves measures such as:

Environmental risk assessments prior to operations1.
Use of spill containment equipment2.
Adherence to international environmental regulations3.
Security measures to prevent unauthorized access and sabotage4.

Post-Transfer Activities

After completing the transfer, proper procedures should be followed for:

Disconnection of transfer equipment1.
Inspection and documentation of transfer parameters2.
Reporting and record-keeping for operational transparency3.
Debriefing and review to identify lessons learned4.

Safety and Environmental Best Practices in Ship to Ship Transfers

Ensuring Safety During STS Operations

Safety is paramount during ship-to-ship transfers. Key practices include:



Conducting comprehensive safety drills and training for crew members1.
Maintaining clear communication channels between vessels and control centers2.
Using safety barriers and protective equipment3.
Monitoring weather conditions continuously and postponing operations if conditions deteriorate4.
Having emergency response plans in place, including spill response and medical aid5.

Environmental Protection Strategies

To minimize environmental impacts, operators should:

Use double hull tankers and spill containment booms1.
Implement strict waste management protocols2.
Use environmentally friendly transfer fluids and materials where possible3.
Ensure proper disposal of residues and cleaning agents4.
Monitor for leaks or spills during and after transfer operations5.

Equipment and Technology Used in Ship to Ship Transfers

Transfer Equipment

The effectiveness and safety of STS operations depend heavily on specialized equipment, including:

Flexible hoses or pipelines designed for marine transfer1.
Loading arms and manifold systems2.
Mooring and bollard systems to secure vessels3.
Emergency shutdown systems (ESD)4.
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Spill containment booms and transfer shields5.

Technological Innovations and Monitoring Tools

Advancements in technology have enhanced safety and operational efficiency through:

Real-time transfer monitoring systems to track flow rates, pressures, and temperatures1.
Automated control systems for emergency shutdowns2.
Remote sensing and satellite tracking for vessel positioning3.
Environmental sensors to detect leaks or spills early4.
Data management platforms for record keeping and compliance5.

Regulatory Framework and Compliance

International Regulations Governing STS Operations

Ship-to-ship transfers are governed by various international conventions and regulations, including:

International Maritime Organization (IMO) regulations1.
International Convention for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships (MARPOL)2.
International Safety Management (ISM) Code3.
International Ship and Port Facility Security (ISPS) Code4.

Role of Port State and Flag State Authorities

Port and flag authorities are responsible for ensuring compliance through inspections, certifications, and oversight. It is vital for
operators to coordinate with these authorities to meet all legal and safety requirements.



Training and Competency for Safe STS Operations

Skilled personnel are essential to conducting successful ship-to-ship transfers. Training should focus on:

Operational procedures and safety protocols1.
Emergency response and spill management2.
Equipment handling and maintenance3.
Communication and coordination skills4.
Security awareness and compliance requirements5.

Conclusion: The Importance of Adhering to the OCIMF Ship to Ship Transfer
Guide

Adherence to the OCIMF Ship to Ship Transfer Guide is crucial for the safety of personnel, protection of the environment, and
operational efficiency. By following its comprehensive recommendations, maritime stakeholders can minimize risks associated with
STS operations, ensure regulatory compliance, and promote sustainable maritime trade. As the industry evolves with new
technologies and environmental standards, continuous review and implementation of best practices outlined in this guide remain
vital for safe and responsible ship-to-ship transfers.

OCIMF Ship to Ship Transfer Guide: Ensuring Safety, Efficiency, and Environmental Protection in Maritime Operations The
OCIMF (Oil Companies International Marine Forum) Ship to Ship (STS) Transfer Guide stands as a cornerstone document in the
maritime industry, setting the benchmark for safe and environmentally responsible transfer operations at sea. As global trade
continues to expand, the reliance on offshore transfer practices has intensified, making comprehensive standards and procedures
more critical than ever. This guide not only provides detailed protocols but also fosters a unified approach among oil companies,
ship operators, and authorities to minimize risks and enhance operational efficiency.
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Introduction to OCIMF and the Significance of the STS Transfer Guide

Who is OCIMF?

OCIMF is a voluntary industry association comprising major oil companies and maritime operators dedicated to improving the
safety and environmental performance of the global oil industry’s shipping operations. Its influence extends across various aspects
of maritime safety, including vessel design, operational procedures, and crew training.

The Role of the STS Transfer Guide

The OCIMF's Ship to Ship Transfer Guide serves as a comprehensive manual outlining best practices, safety protocols, and
environmental safeguards for offshore transfer operations. Its primary goal is to standardize procedures, reduce incidents, and
promote a safety culture among all stakeholders involved in STS transfers.

Scope and Applications of the OCIMF STS Transfer Guide

Operational Scope

The guide covers a broad spectrum of STS transfer scenarios, including: - Crude oil transfers - Petroleum product transfers -
Chemical and liquefied gas transfers - Special cargo considerations It applies to: - Both offshore and nearshore transfer operations
- Transfers involving various vessel types, including tankers, barges, and floating storage units

Target Audience

Stakeholders utilizing the guide include: - Ship owners and operators - Terminal and offshore facility managers - Crew members
involved in transfers - Regulatory authorities overseeing maritime safety and environmental compliance



Core Principles and Objectives of the OCIMF STS Transfer Guide

Safety First

Ensuring the safety of personnel, vessels, and cargo is paramount. The guide emphasizes hazard identification, risk assessment,
and the implementation of control measures.

Environmental Responsibility

Preventing spills and pollution is a core objective, with detailed procedures to minimize environmental impact during transfer
operations.

Operational Efficiency

Standardized procedures aim to optimize transfer operations, reducing downtime and operational costs while maintaining safety
and environmental standards.

Regulatory Compliance

Alignment with international conventions such as MARPOL, SOLAS, and IMO guidelines ensures legal adherence and promotes
best practices globally.

Pre-Transfer Planning and Preparation
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Risk Assessment and Site Evaluation

Before any transfer, a comprehensive risk assessment is conducted considering: - Weather conditions - Sea state - Proximity to
navigational hazards - Environmental sensitivities - Vessel and equipment readiness Site evaluation involves verifying the
suitability of the transfer location, accessibility, and emergency response facilities.

Transfer Plan Development

A detailed transfer plan is developed, outlining: - Transfer procedures - Roles and responsibilities - Communication protocols -
Emergency procedures - Environmental safeguards This plan must be reviewed and approved by all stakeholders prior to
commencement.

Vessel and Equipment Readiness

Ensuring all vessels and transfer equipment (hoses, valves, safety devices) are inspected, maintained, and certified for operation.
Crew must be trained and familiar with the transfer plan.

Communication and Coordination

Clear communication channels are established, including: - Bridge-to-bridge communication - Links with offshore and onshore
support teams - Use of standardized language and signals Coordination meetings are held to confirm roles, procedures, and
contingency plans.

Operational Procedures During Ship to Ship Transfers



Vessel Positioning and Mooring

Precise positioning of vessels is critical: - Use of dynamic positioning systems when available - Mooring arrangements tailored to
sea conditions - Continuous monitoring of vessel positions Proper mooring ensures stability and safety during transfer.

Cargo Transfer Operations

Key steps include: - Connecting transfer hoses securely - Conducting leak tests before beginning transfer - Maintaining appropriate
transfer rates - Monitoring cargo temperatures, pressures, and flow rates Operators must be vigilant for signs of leaks, hose
failures, or other anomalies.

Safety Measures and Emergency Preparedness

- Continuous observation for signs of distress or hazard - Readiness to disconnect hoses promptly - Use of emergency shutdown
procedures - Maintaining safety equipment accessible (firefighting, spill containment) Regular drills and training reinforce crew
preparedness.

Environmental Safeguards

- Use of spill containment systems - Monitoring for potential leaks - Immediate response plans for spills or leaks - Minimizing
transfer duration to reduce exposure risk

Post-Transfer Procedures and Documentation

Disconnection and Debriefing

Once transfer is complete: - Hoses are disconnected following safety protocols - Vessels are checked for leaks or residual cargo -
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Debriefings are conducted to evaluate the operation

Documentation and Record-Keeping

Accurate records are essential for compliance and analysis, including: - Transfer logs detailing quantities, times, and conditions -
Incident and anomaly reports - Maintenance and inspection records - Environmental monitoring data

Reporting and Feedback

Any incidents, near misses, or deviations are reported to relevant authorities and stakeholders. Feedback mechanisms help
improve future operations.

Safety and Environmental Management Systems (SEMS)

The OCIMF guide advocates for an integrated approach through robust Safety and Environmental Management Systems: -
Regular audits and inspections - Continuous crew training and competency assessments - Implementation of lessons learned -
Adoption of new technologies and best practices This systematic approach fosters a safety culture and ensures ongoing
compliance.

Technological Innovations Supporting STS Operations

Recent technological advancements enhance safety and operational efficiency: - Dynamic Positioning (DP) Systems: Precise
vessel station-keeping without mooring lines - Remote Monitoring and Control: Real-time data on cargo and environmental
parameters - Automated Hose Connection Systems: Reducing manual handling risks - Environmental Sensors: Detecting leaks or
spills early - Communication Technologies: Satellite links and digital platforms for coordination The integration of these
technologies aligns with the OCIMF’s emphasis on innovation-driven safety.



Challenges and Future Trends in Ship to Ship Transfers

While the OCIMF guide provides a robust framework, challenges persist: - Adverse weather conditions limiting transfer windows -
Increasing complexity with chemical and LNG transfers - Navigational risks in congested or environmentally sensitive areas -
Ensuring compliance amid evolving international regulations Future trends point towards: - Greater automation and remote
operations - Enhanced simulation-based training - Development of environmentally friendly transfer technologies - More
comprehensive data sharing platforms for transparency and safety

Conclusion: The OCIMF STS Transfer Guide as a Pillar of Maritime Safety

The OCIMF Ship to Ship Transfer Guide exemplifies the maritime industry’s commitment to safety, environmental stewardship,
and operational excellence. By establishing standardized procedures, promoting best practices, and encouraging continuous
improvement, it plays a vital role in mitigating risks associated with offshore transfer operations. As maritime trade evolves, the
guide’s principles will remain central to safeguarding personnel, vessels, cargo, and the marine environment, fostering a safer and
more sustainable future for global energy transportation.

Questions & Answers About ocimf ship to ship transfer guide

No Question Answer

1 What are the key safety considerations
outlined in the OCIMF Ship-to-Ship
Transfer Guide?

The OCIMF Ship-to-Ship Transfer Guide emphasizes safety considerations
such as risk assessments, proper planning, effective communication,
appropriate personnel training, and the use of suitable equipment to ensure
safe transfer operations.
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2 How does the OCIMF guide recommend
managing environmental risks during ship-
to-ship transfers?

The guide advises implementing measures like spill prevention protocols,
containment booms, and environmental risk assessments to minimize
potential environmental impacts during transfers.

3 What are the vessel compatibility and
mooring requirements specified in the
OCIMF transfer guide?

The guide specifies the importance of assessing vessel compatibility,
including size, stability, and mooring arrangements, to ensure safe and
secure transfer operations, along with proper mooring equipment and
procedures.

4 How does the OCIMF Ship-to-Ship
Transfer Guide address emergency
response procedures?

The guide recommends establishing clear emergency response plans,
including spill response, fire fighting, and evacuation procedures, along with
regular drills and coordination with local authorities.

5 In what ways does the OCIMF guide
suggest ensuring effective communication
during transfer operations?

The guide emphasizes the use of standardized communication protocols,
bilingual communication if necessary, and continuous liaison between
vessels and onshore support to prevent misunderstandings and ensure
coordination.

OCIMF, ship to ship transfer, STS transfer, offshore loading, maritime safety, transfer operations, oil spill prevention, marine safety
guidelines, tanker transfer procedures, offshore oil industry
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