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Harriet Tubman Comprehension Questions and
Answers: A Complete Guide

Harriet Tubman comprehension questions and answers serve as an essential resource for
educators, students, and history enthusiasts seeking to deepen their understanding of this remarkable
American hero. Harriet Tubman’s life story is rich with themes of bravery, resilience, and the fight for
freedom. Through targeted questions and detailed answers, learners can explore her contributions to
the abolitionist movement, her role in the Underground Railroad, and her lasting legacy in American
history. This comprehensive guide aims to provide a variety of comprehension questions suitable for
different educational levels, along with clear, informative answers. Whether preparing for a quiz,
classroom discussion, or personal study, this article will help you grasp key facts and interpretive
insights about Harriet Tubman'’s life.

Understanding Harriet Tubman’s Early Life

What was Harriet Tubman’s birth name, and where was she
born?

Harriet Tubman was born as Araminta Ross around 1822 in Dorchester County, Maryland. She later
adopted the name Harriet, after her mother, and Tubman, her married name.

What challenges did Harriet face during her childhood?

Harriet faced numerous hardships, including: - Being born into slavery and experiencing the brutal
realities of enslaved life. - Sustaining a head injury from a blow inflicted by an overseer, which caused
lifelong health issues and seizures. - The constant threat of being separated from her family through
sale or forced labor.

How did Harriet Tubman escape slavery?

In 1849, Harriet Tubman escaped from slavery by secretly leaving her Maryland plantation and
making her way north to Philadelphia. She used the Underground Railroad—a network of safe
houses—to guide her escape.

Harriet Tubman’s Role in the Underground Railroad
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What was the Underground Railroad, and how did Harriet
Tubman participate in it?

The Underground Railroad was a secret network of abolitionists, safe houses, and routes that helped
enslaved people escape to free states and Canada. Harriet Tubman became one of its most famous
conductors, personally guiding dozens of slaves to freedom and assisting others through strategic
planning and leadership.

How many people did Harriet Tubman help to escape?

Estimates suggest that Harriet Tubman personally helped around 70 enslaved individuals escape and
assisted many more through her work as a conductor on the Underground Railroad.

What tactics did Harriet Tubman use to evade capture?

She employed several clever strategies, including: - Traveling at night and using the North Star as a
guide. - Changing her appearance to avoid recognition. - Using secret signals and coded messages. -
Relying on her detailed knowledge of the terrain and safe houses.

Harriet Tubman’s Contributions to the Abolitionist
Movement

Besides helping enslaved people escape, what other activities
did Harriet Tubman engage in?

Harriet Tubman was an active abolitionist who: - Gave speeches advocating for the end of slavery. -
Worked with the American Anti-Slavery Society. - Fundraised and recruited supporters for the
abolitionist cause. - Supported the Civil War effort by working as a nurse, cook, and spy for the Union
Army.

What role did Harriet Tubman play during the Civil War?

During the Civil War, Harriet Tubman: - Served as a nurse tending to wounded soldiers. - Acted as a
cook and spy behind Confederate lines. - LLed Union raids that targeted Confederate supply lines,
contributing to the Union victory.

What was Harriet Tubman’s involvement after the Civil War?

After the war, she dedicated her life to: - advocating for women'’s suffrage. - establishing homes for
freed slaves and the elderly. - speaking publicly about social justice and equality.

Legacy and Impact of Harriet Tubman

Why is Harriet Tubman considered a hero today?

Harriet Tubman is celebrated as a hero because of her extraordinary bravery, leadership, and



commitment to justice. She risked her life multiple times to free others and became a symbol of
courage and resilience.

What honors and memorials commemorate Harriet Tubman?

Numerous honors recognize her legacy, including: - The Harriet Tubman Underground Railroad
National Historical Park. - Her portrait on the $20 bill, which is slated for future issuance. - Schools,
streets, and monuments named in her honor.

How does Harriet Tubman’s story inspire current and future
generations?

Her story inspires others to stand against injustice, demonstrate perseverance in adversity, and
advocate for freedom and equality for all.

Sample Harriet Tubman Comprehension Questions and
Answers for Students

Below are some sample questions categorized by difficulty level to enhance understanding:

Easy Level

1. Where was Harriet Tubman born?
2. What network did Harriet Tubman help to escape slaves?
3. What was Harriet Tubman’s original name?

Answers:

1. In Dorchester County, Maryland.
2. The Underground Railroad.
3. Araminta Ross.

Intermediate Level

1. Describe some of the methods Harriet Tubman used to avoid capture.
2. What roles did Harriet Tubman undertake during the Civil War?
3. How did Harriet Tubman’s injury affect her later life?

Answers:

1. She traveled at night, used the North Star as a guide, changed her appearance, and used secret
signals.

2. She served as a nurse, cook, and spy for the Union Army, and led raids against Confederate forces.

3. The head injury caused her to experience seizures and health problems, but she remained resilient

and active in her causes.
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Advanced Level

1. Analyze the significance of Harriet Tubman’s work in the broader context of the abolition
movement.

2. Discuss the challenges Harriet Tubman faced as a woman leader during her activism.

3. Explain how Harriet Tubman’s legacy continues to influence social justice movements today.

Answers:

1. Her work directly contributed to undermining the institution of slavery, inspiring abolitionists, and
demonstrating effective resistance, thus playing a pivotal role in the abolition movement’s success.

2. She had to navigate a male-dominated society, face threats of capture and violence, and overcome
the social limitations placed on women, all while leading courageous efforts for freedom.

3. Her example of fearless activism, leadership, and advocacy for justice continues to motivate
modern movements for racial equality, women'’s rights, and social reform.

Conclusion

Understanding Harriet Tubman through comprehension questions and answers provides a powerful
way to learn about her extraordinary life and legacy. Her resilience, strategic ingenuity, and
unwavering commitment to justice make her a timeless figure whose story continues to inspire
generations. Whether used in educational settings or personal reflection, these questions serve as a
valuable tool for engaging with one of America’s most revered heroes. Remember, exploring her story
not only honors her memory but also encourages us to champion equality and stand against injustice
in our own lives. Harriet Tubman’s legacy reminds us that courage and perseverance can change
history.

Additional Resources for Learning About Harriet
Tubman

- Books: "Harriet Tubman: The Moses of Her People" by Sarah Bradford - Documentaries: PBS’s
"Freedom Riders" and "Harriet Tubman: Visions of Freedom" - Online Resources: National Park
Service’s Harriet Tubman website, Biography.com By exploring these resources and practicing
comprehension questions, learners can develop a comprehensive understanding of Harriet Tubman'’s
life and impact, ensuring her story continues to inspire future generations.

Harriet Tubman comprehension questions and answers are essential tools for educators, students,
and history enthusiasts seeking to deepen their understanding of this remarkable figure's life and
legacy. As one of the most prominent conductors of the Underground Railroad and a fierce advocate
for freedom and justice, Harriet Tubman's story offers a wealth of lessons and insights. Crafting
effective comprehension questions and providing detailed answers helps to engage readers, reinforce
learning, and promote critical thinking about her impact on American history.

Understanding the Importance of Harriet Tubman in American History

Harriet Tubman (c. 1822-1913) stands as a symbol of resilience, courage, and unwavering
commitment to the abolition of slavery. Her life's work extended beyond her role as a conductor on
the Underground Railroad; she was also a suffragist, nurse, and spy during the Civil War. When



developing comprehension questions about Harriet Tubman, it is crucial to cover her background, key
accomplishments, and the broader historical context to foster a comprehensive understanding.

Crafting Effective Harriet Tubman Comprehension Questions
Why are comprehension questions important?

They test understanding of key facts and concepts.
They encourage critical thinking about historical events and figures.
They help students connect historical lessons to present-day issues.

Ll

They reinforce retention of important details and themes.
Types of questions to consider:

1. Factual questions — focus on specific details about her life.

2. Analytical questions — explore her motivations, decisions, and impact.

3. Reflective questions — encourage personal connections or moral considerations.
4. Vocabulary questions — clarify terms related to her story or era.

Sample Comprehension Questions and Detailed Answers

Here is a comprehensive list of questions designed to deepen understanding of Harriet Tubman's life,
accompanied by thorough answers.

Basic Factual Questions
Q1: When and where was Harriet Tubman born?

A: Harriet Tubman was born around 1822 in Dorchester County, Maryland. Her birth name was
Araminta Ross, and she later adopted the name Harriet after her marriage.

Q2: What was Harriet Tubman's primary role in the Underground Railroad?

A: Harriet Tubman served as a conductor, guiding enslaved people to freedom in the North. She made
multiple dangerous missions, risking her life to help others escape slavery.

Q3: How many enslaved people is Harriet Tubman believed to have helped to freedom?

A: Tt is estimated that Harriet Tubman personally helped around 70 enslaved people escape and is
believed to have assisted over 300 enslaved individuals through her efforts on the Underground
Railroad.

Q4: What other roles did Harriet Tubman undertake during her lifetime?

A: Besides her work on the Underground Railroad, Harriet Tubman was a Union spy during the Civil
War, a nurse for wounded soldiers, and a suffragist advocating for women’s rights.

Analytical and Critical Thinking Questions
Q5: Why was Harriet Tubman's work on the Underground Railroad considered so dangerous?

A: Because aiding enslaved people in escape was illegal and punishable by severe penalties, including
imprisonment or death. Additionally, Tubman faced the risk of being captured by bounty hunters or
slave catchers who sought to return escaped enslaved individuals to their owners.

Q6: How did Harriet Tubman's background and early life experiences influence her decisions later in

life?
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A: Harriet's early experiences of suffering under slavery, including being subjected to physical
punishment and witnessing the brutality of slavery, fueled her determination to seek freedom for
herself and others. Her deep faith and resilience also motivated her to risk her life repeatedly for the
cause of liberty.

Q7: In what ways did Harriet Tubman’s efforts impact the abolition of slavery?

A: Her courageous actions helped to undermine the institution of slavery by liberating hundreds of
enslaved people, inspiring abolitionist movements, and demonstrating the moral strength needed to
challenge an unjust system. Her work also increased awareness and support for the abolitionist cause.

Q8: Describe Harriet Tubman's role during the Civil War and its significance.

A: During the Civil War, Harriet Tubman served as a spy, scout, and nurse for the Union Army. Her
knowledge of the land and daring missions provided valuable intelligence, contributed to Union
victories, and showcased her leadership skills and patriotism.

Thematic and Reflection Questions
Q9: What qualities made Harriet Tubman a remarkable leader and hero?

A: Her bravery, determination, intelligence, compassion, and unwavering commitment to justice made
her a true leader. She was fearless in the face of danger, strategic in her planning, and deeply caring
about the people she helped.

Q10: How does Harriet Tubman's story inspire people today?

A: Her story demonstrates the power of courage, resilience, and moral conviction. It encourages
individuals to stand up against injustice, fight for freedom, and believe that one person can make a
difference.

Q11: What lessons can we learn from Harriet Tubman'’s life about overcoming adversity?

A: Her life teaches us that perseverance in the face of hardship, moral integrity, and willingness to
take risks are vital qualities when confronting injustice. It also shows the importance of hope and faith
in achieving change.

Vocabulary and Contextual Questions
Q12: What does the term “Underground Railroad” refer to?

A: The Underground Railroad was a secret network of routes and safe houses used by enslaved
African Americans to escape to free states and Canada, with the assistance of abolitionists like Harriet
Tubman.

Q13: What does “conductor” mean in the context of Harriet Tubman's work?

A: A conductor was someone who guided and helped enslaved people escape along the Underground
Railroad, often navigating dangerous territory and ensuring safe passage.

Developing Your Own Questions
When creating comprehension questions, consider these tips:

1. Focus on key facts, themes, and lessons.
2. Use a mix of question types to promote deeper understanding.
3. Encourage critical thinking by asking “why” and “how” questions.



4. Incorporate vocabulary and contextual understanding.
5. Connect historical events to broader social issues.

Final Thoughts

Harriet Tubman comprehension questions and answers serve as vital educational tools to unlock the
lessons embedded in her extraordinary life. By engaging with these questions, learners not only
memorize facts but also develop a nuanced appreciation for her courage, strategic thinking, and
unwavering commitment to freedom. Whether used in classrooms, study groups, or personal
reflection, these questions foster a deeper connection to history and inspire future generations to
stand for justice.

Remember, Harriet Tubman'’s story reminds us that even in the darkest times, a single individual's
bravery can ignite hope and change the course of history.

Questions & Answers About harriet tubman
comprehension questions and answers

No Question Answer
1 Who was Harriet Tubman and Harriet Tubman was an American abolitionist and political
what is she best known for? activist best known for leading enslaved people to freedom

via the Underground Railroad.

2 How did Harriet Tubman escape | Harriet Tubman escaped from slavery in Maryland in 1849
from slavery? by fleeing on foot through dangerous terrain and reaching
Philadelphia, where she gained her freedom.

3 What role did Harriet Tubman During the Civil War, Harriet Tubman worked as a nurse,
play during the Civil War? cook, and spy for the Union Army, helping gather
intelligence and leading enslaved people to safety.
4 Why is Harriet Tubman Harriet Tubman is considered a hero because she risked
considered a hero in American her life repeatedly to help others escape slavery and fought
history? tirelessly for freedom and justice.

5 What was the significance of the | The Underground Railroad was a secret network that
Underground Railroad in Harriet | Harriet Tubman used to help enslaved people escape to
Tubman's work? free states and Canada, playing a crucial role in the
abolition movement.

6 What awards or honors have Harriet Tubman has been honored with numerous awards,
been given to Harriet Tubman? including being named the first woman to appear on U.S.
currency (the $20 bill), and she is celebrated as a national
hero.

7 What lessons can be learned from | Her life teaches lessons about courage, perseverance,
Harriet Tubman’s life and fighting for justice, and the importance of standing up for
actions? what is right even in the face of danger.

Harriet Tubman, abolitionist, Underground Railroad, slavery, Civil War, freedom, courageous,
leadership, biography, African American history
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