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Aqa Religious Studies A Level

AQA Religious Studies A Level: A Comprehensive Guide to Excelling in Your Course
Embarking on the AQA Religious Studies A Level journey is an exciting opportunity to
explore profound questions about faith, morality, and human existence. This course offers
students the chance to develop critical thinking skills, deepen their understanding of
different religious traditions, and engage with complex ethical and philosophical debates.
Whether you're preparing for your exams or aiming to enhance your knowledge, this
guide provides a detailed overview of the key components of the AQA Religious Studies A
Level, helping you navigate the course effectively and achieve academic success.

Understanding the Structure of AQA Religious Studies A
Level

The AQA Religious Studies A Level is designed to provide a broad yet in-depth exploration
of religious beliefs, practices, and philosophical questions. The course is typically divided
into two main components:

Component 1: Philosophy of Religion and Religious Ethics

Component 2: Study of Religion (chosen religion)

Each component examines various topics through philosophical, ethical, and theological
lenses, encouraging students to critically analyze different perspectives.

Component 1: Philosophy of Religion and Religious
Ethics

This component delves into fundamental philosophical questions and ethical theories,
fostering analytical skills and ethical reasoning.

Philosophy of Religion

Students explore concepts such as:

The nature and existence of God1.
The problem of evil and suffering2.
The challenge of religious disagreement3.
The nature of religious language and religious experience4.

Key Topics Covered:



The Nature and Attributes of God: Omnipotence, omnibenevolence, omniscience,1.
and the problem of free will.
The Existence of God: Arguments for and against God's existence, including the2.
cosmological, teleological, and ontological arguments.
The Problem of Evil: The logical and evidential problem, and responses such as the3.
free will defense and soul-making theodicies.
Religious Language: Meaning, verification, and symbolism in religious expressions.4.
Religious Experience: Types, interpretations, and challenges to the veracity of5.
religious experiences.

Study Tips for Philosophy of Religion: - Familiarize yourself with classical and
contemporary arguments. - Practice evaluating arguments critically. - Use real-world
examples to illustrate philosophical ideas.

Religious Ethics

Students examine moral principles, theories, and their applications across various issues.
Key Topics Covered:

Ethical Theories: Utilitarianism, Kantian ethics, virtue ethics, and natural law.1.
Applied Ethics: Abortion, euthanasia, sexual ethics, environmental ethics, and war.2.
Meta-Ethics and Moral Language: Moral relativism, objectivism, and the nature of3.
moral judgments.

Study Tips for Religious Ethics: - Understand the core principles of each ethical theory. -
Be able to compare and contrast different ethical approaches. - Apply theories to
contemporary moral dilemmas.

Component 2: Study of Religion

This component involves an in-depth study of one or more religions, providing insights
into their beliefs, practices, and impact on followers. Popular Choices Include: -
Christianity - Islam - Buddhism - Hinduism - Sikhism Key Areas of Study:

Beliefs and teachings1.
Practices and rituals2.
Religious texts3.
Religious life and community4.
Religion and society5.

Tips for Studying the Study of Religion: - Engage with religious texts and interpretative
methods. - Attend religious services or interviews with practitioners if possible. - Respect
and understand different religious perspectives.
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Assessment Methods and Exam Preparation

The AQA Religious Studies A Level assessment typically involves written exams that test
knowledge, understanding, and critical skills.

Exam Structure

Paper 1: Philosophy of Religion and Religious Ethics (2 hours)1.
Paper 2: Study of Religion (2 hours)2.
Optional: Some courses may include a non-exam assessment (NEA) or coursework,3.
but most focus on exams.

Exam Tips

Practice past papers under timed conditions.1.
Develop clear, structured essay responses.2.
Use relevant examples to support your arguments.3.
Familiarize yourself with command words like 'evaluate,' 'explain,' and 'discuss.'4.
Memorize key quotations and scholars' viewpoints.5.

Effective Study Strategies for AQA Religious Studies A
Level

Achieving top grades requires strategic study approaches:

Create a Study Schedule

- Allocate regular time to each topic. - Balance reading, note-taking, and practice
questions.

Use Diverse Resources

- Textbooks aligned with AQA specifications. - Online platforms offering revision videos
and quizzes. - Religious texts and reputable commentaries.

Engage in Active Learning

- Participate in discussions and debates. - Teach concepts to peers or through self-
explanation. - Write practice essays and seek feedback.

Develop Critical Thinking Skills

- Analyze arguments critically. - Consider counterarguments and alternative perspectives.
- Reflect on your own viewpoints.



Additional Support and Resources

To enhance your understanding and exam performance, consider the following:

Official AQA Resources: Past papers, mark schemes, specification guides.1.
Revision Guides: Popular publishers such as Collins, Oxford, and Hodder.2.
Online Forums & Study Groups: Platforms like Reddit, The Student Room, or3.
dedicated Facebook groups.
Teacher Support: Attend revision sessions and seek clarification on challenging4.
topics.

Conclusion

The AQA Religious Studies A Level offers a rich and rewarding academic experience that
encourages critical inquiry, ethical reflection, and an appreciation of religious diversity.
By understanding the core components, engaging with resources, and practicing exam
techniques, students can excel in their studies and develop skills that extend beyond the
classroom. Stay dedicated, stay curious, and approach your coursework with an open
mind—your efforts will pave the way to success in this intellectually stimulating subject.

Understanding AQA Religious Studies A Level: A Comprehensive Guide

Embarking on the journey of AQA Religious Studies A Level can be both exciting and
challenging. This qualification offers students a deep dive into the core beliefs, practices,
and ethical considerations of various world religions, fostering critical thinking and an
appreciation for diverse perspectives. Whether you're a student preparing for exams or a
teacher designing a curriculum, understanding the structure, content, and assessment
criteria of the AQA Religious Studies A Level is essential for success.

What Is AQA Religious Studies A Level?

AQA Religious Studies A Level is a rigorous academic qualification designed to explore
the fundamental aspects of religion, philosophy, and ethics. It aims to develop students'
analytical abilities, understanding of religious traditions, and their capacity to evaluate
complex arguments. The course typically spans two years and is divided into specific
components that cover different themes and methodologies.

Why Choose AQA Religious Studies?

Develops Critical Thinking: Analyzing religious texts and ethical dilemmas sharpens1.
reasoning skills.
Encourages Cultural Awareness: Students explore diverse worldviews, promoting2.
empathy and understanding.
Prepares for Higher Education: The skills gained are valuable for university courses in3.
philosophy, theology, sociology, and more.
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Supports Personal Development: Reflecting on moral issues helps students clarify their4.
own beliefs and values.

Structure of the AQA Religious Studies A Level

The course is divided into three main components, each with distinct content and
assessment methods. Understanding these components is crucial for effective study and
revision.

Component 1: Philosophy of Religion

This section examines big questions about existence, the nature of God, and religious
experience. It encourages students to engage with philosophical arguments and
counterarguments.

Key Topics Covered:

Arguments for the existence of God (e.g., Cosmological, Teleological, Ontological)1.
Religious experience and its philosophical significance2.
The problem of evil and theodicy3.
Religious language and truth claims4.
Miracles and faith5.

Component 2: Religion and Ethics

Here, students explore moral philosophy, ethical theories, and contemporary issues
through a religious lens.

Key Topics Covered:

Ethical theories (Natural Law, Utilitarianism, Kantian Ethics)1.
Ethical dilemmas in modern contexts (e.g., euthanasia, abortion, war)2.
The application of religious teachings to moral issues3.
Conscience and moral decision-making4.

Component 3: Developments in Christian Thought (or alternative options depending on
the course version)

This component studies the evolution of Christian theology, key figures, and modern
developments.

Key Topics Covered:

Key Christian beliefs and their philosophical foundations1.
The influence of figures like Augustine, Aquinas, and modern theologians2.
Contemporary issues in Christian thought3.
The relationship between religion and society4.

Assessment Overview



AQA Religious Studies A Level assessments are primarily exam-based, with a mix of
structured and essay questions.

Paper Format:

Paper 1: Philosophy of Religion (2 hours)1.
Paper 2: Religion and Ethics (2 hours)2.
Paper 3: Developments in Christian Thought (or alternative topic) (2 hours)3.

Question Types:

Short-answer questions1.
Extended essays requiring critical analysis2.
Source-based questions that test interpretation skills3.

Grading:

A to E, with clear assessment criteria focusing on knowledge, understanding, analysis,1.
and evaluation.

Effective Study Strategies

Success in AQA Religious Studies A Level hinges on mastering both content and
evaluation skills. Here are some key strategies:

Understand the Specification

Familiarize yourself with the detailed syllabus to ensure comprehensive coverage.1.
Use official AQA resources and past papers for practice.2.

Develop Critical Analysis and Evaluation

Practice developing arguments for and against different philosophical and ethical1.
positions.
Use real-world examples to illustrate points.2.

Make Use of Structured Notes

Create mind maps, summaries, and comparison tables for theories and arguments.1.
Highlight key thinkers, concepts, and religious teachings.2.

Practice Past Papers

Time yourself to simulate exam conditions.1.
Review examiner reports to understand common pitfalls and expectations.2.

Engage in Discussions

Join study groups or online forums to debate and clarify complex topics.1.
Teaching others can reinforce your understanding.2.
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Key Themes and Concepts to Master

To excel in AQA Religious Studies A Level, students should develop a solid grasp of the
following themes:

Arguments for the Existence of God

Cosmological Argument1.
Teleological Argument2.
Ontological Argument3.
Challenges and counterarguments4.

The Problem of Evil

Logical and Evidential Versions1.
Theodicies (e.g., Free Will Defence, Soul-Making Theodicy)2.
Responses from believers and skeptics3.

Religious Language

Literal vs. Analytic theories1.
Symbolic and mythic language2.
Challenges of religious language (e.g., verification principle)3.

Ethical Theories

Natural Law (Aquinas)1.
Utilitarianism (Bentham, Mill)2.
Kantian Ethics3.
Virtue Ethics4.

Contemporary Moral Issues

Abortion and reproductive rights1.
Euthanasia and assisted dying2.
Just war and peace ethics3.
Environmental ethics4.

Christian Thought and Developments

Doctrine of the Trinity1.
Salvation and atonement theories2.
Liberation theology and modern Christian movements3.

Resources and Revision Aids

Textbooks: Use recommended AQA textbooks tailored to the specification.1.
Past Papers: Practice regularly with official exam papers.2.
Online Resources: Educational websites, podcasts, and video tutorials.3.



Study Guides: Summaries and flashcards for quick revision.4.
Discussion Groups: Engage with peers for shared learning.5.

Final Tips for Success

Stay Organized: Keep notes tidy and categorized by theme.1.
Prioritize Understanding: Focus on grasping concepts rather than rote memorization.2.
Practice Critical Thinking: Always question and evaluate arguments.3.
Seek Feedback: Use teachers’ feedback to improve your essays and analyses.4.
Balance Study Time: Cover all components evenly to avoid last-minute cramming.5.

Conclusion

AQA Religious Studies A Level is a rewarding course that challenges students to think
deeply about profound questions concerning existence, morality, and faith. By
understanding the course structure, mastering key themes, and employing effective
revision strategies, students can excel in their exams and develop skills that transcend
academia. Embrace the complexity, stay curious, and approach each topic with an open
mind—your journey through religious studies can be both intellectually enriching and
personally transformative.

Questions & Answers About aqa religious studies a
level

N
o

Question Answer

1 What are the key
components of the AQA
Religious Studies A-level
specification?

The AQA Religious Studies A-level covers three main
components: Philosophy of Religion, Religion and
Ethics, and the Study of Christianity. Students
explore key themes, texts, and debates within each
area to develop analytical and evaluative skills.

2 How can I effectively prepare
for the AQA Religious Studies
A-level exams?

Effective preparation includes understanding key
concepts and debates, practicing past exam
questions, developing clear essay plans, and
engaging in class discussions. Regular revision and
using the AQA specimen papers can also enhance
exam readiness.

3 What are some common
themes in the Philosophy of
Religion section of the AQA A-
level?

Common themes include arguments for and against
the existence of God (e.g., cosmological,
teleological, and ontological arguments), problem of
evil, religious language, and the nature of faith and
revelation.
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4 How does the AQA Religious
Studies A-level assess ethical
theories?

Assessment involves explaining and evaluating
ethical theories such as Utilitarianism, Natural Law,
Kantian Ethics, and Virtue Ethics. Students are
required to apply these theories to contemporary
moral issues and provide balanced arguments.

5 What are some effective
resources for studying the
Christian beliefs section of
the AQA A-level?

Useful resources include the official AQA
specification, textbooks like 'Religious Studies for
AQA A-level' by John Dalton, online revision
platforms, and class notes that cover core Christian
doctrines, practices, and interpretations.

6 How important is
understanding religious texts
in the AQA Religious Studies
A-level?

Understanding religious texts is crucial, as they
form the basis for many philosophical and ethical
debates. Students should familiarize themselves
with key texts and how they are interpreted within
different religious traditions.

7 What are some tips for
writing high-scoring essays in
the AQA Religious Studies A-
level?

Tips include planning your answer before writing,
addressing all parts of the question, providing
balanced arguments, supporting points with
examples, and demonstrating clear, coherent
structure and critical analysis.

8 How does the Study of
Christianity section prepare
students for debates on
modern issues?

This section explores Christian beliefs, practices,
and ethical teachings, enabling students to apply
these principles to contemporary issues such as
social justice, gender roles, and moral dilemmas,
fostering critical thinking.

9 Are there specific case
studies or examples that are
particularly useful for the
AQA exam?

Yes, relevant case studies include the problem of
evil, euthanasia debates, religious responses to
social issues, and historical examples of religious
influence. These help illustrate key points and
demonstrate real-world understanding.

10 What is the best way to stay
updated with changes in the
AQA Religious Studies A-level
syllabus?

Stay informed by regularly checking the official AQA
website, subscribing to relevant revision
newsletters, joining study groups, and consulting
your teachers for updates on any syllabus
modifications or new exam materials.

AQA Religious Studies A Level, RS A Level, Religious Studies AQA, AQA RS syllabus, AQA
RS exam, Religious Studies revision, AQA RS topics, AQA RS past papers, Religious
Studies coursework, AQA RS resources
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